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Stacey Abrams delivers 
a speech at the 
Democratic Party of 
Georgia state dinner.
Photo By Itoro N. 
Umontuen/The Atlanta 
Voice

Abrams economic plan 
includes support for 
casinos, sports betting
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TODAY

86º | 69º
Partly sunny and 

pleasant
Sun and some 

clouds

SUNDAY

85º | 68º
Mostly sunny and 

less humid

SATURDAY

82º | 67º
Sun and clouds; 

more humid

MONDAY

84º | 69º

TUESDAY

84º | 68º
Mostly cloudy 
with a t-storm

Some sun with a 
stray t-storm

WEDNESDAY

83º | 69º
Cloudy with a 
thunderstorm

THURSDAY

91º | 70º

In this image from video, Democratic candidate for Georgia governor Stacey Abrams listens during an interview on Thursday in Jonesboro, Ga. Photo By Itoro N. Umontuen/The Atlanta Voice

BY ITORO UMONTUEN

W
ith the economy, fears 
of inflation, and the 
constant blame of Pres-
ident Joe Biden’s poli-
cies tagged to Democrats 

across America during the midterm election 
season, Georgia Democrat Stacey Abrams 
unveiled her economic plan for the first time 
Tuesday. 

Abrams’s plan seeks to invest in Georgia’s 
young and rural populations while driv-
ing equity to the state’s minority and small 
business owners and residents. While speak-
ing at a brewery in Atlanta, Abrams pinned 
Georgia’s economic concerns on incumbent 
Governor Brian Kemp.

“He can point the finger as much as he 
likes,” Abrams said. “But this is either the 
economy he created or it’s not. He can’t have 
it both ways. You don’t get to take credit. But 

refuse to take responsibility.”
Abrams said she supports an amendment 

that would allow gaming, sports betting and 
casino gambling in the State of Georgia. She 
added her administration will fund the need 
based financial aid program by using lottery 
reserves to seed the program.

“This will serve as a permanent source of 
revenue to underwrite broader access to ed-
ucation,” Abrams said. “We can afford it and 
we must do it. Studies projected the poten-
tial for billions to exist in economic impact 
funds that will not only finance our efforts to 
replenish and expand the Hope Scholarship, 
but it will also provide new economic oppor-
tunities for Georgia that can grow jobs and 
make our economy stronger for everyone.”

For the amendment to pass, it first must be 
approved by two-thirds of the membership 
of the Georgia House and Senate, respective-
ly, before going to the state’s voters.

Currently, Kemp leads Abrams by 4.2% in 
the RealClearPolitics average of polls. In the 
July 26-27th poll conducted by FOX 5 Atlan-
ta, Kemp led  Abrams 49% to 44% respective-
ly.

Part of Abrams’s economic package calls 
for free technical college for Georgia resi-
dents, creating a $10 million small business 
growth fund and emphasizes her plan to use 
surplus funds to finance a $1 billion tax re-
fund. And she said she would take aggressive 
steps to bring more economic equity.

Abrams says she will revamp the state 
contractor’s bidding program. Abrams said 
minorities make up 48% of Georgia’s popula-
tion but only 12% of the state’s business rev-
enues. Her solution will be creating cluster 
contracts, allowing multiple entities to joint-
ly bid on sizable contracts with the state.

“We can invest in those businesses by 
making certain that we put those contracts 

forward that we increase every single year 
by at least 1%. But I intend to go faster and 
further because we can’t afford to wait. We 
cannot thrive as a state if we’re leaving half 
the state behind.”

Abrams also said she will sponsor a Farm 
to School initiative that seeks to encourage 
more young people to take advantage of agri-
business as a pathway to the middle class. 
Plus, she said she will launch a family farm 
initiative to provide financing for small and 
micro farms.

Those that have difficulty navigating 
USDA requirements are those who only need 
small investments for operating and equip-
ment capital,” Abrams said. “Sometimes 
they don’t need much but they need some-
one who’s looking out for them and I will be 
that Governor.”

Abrams unveils expansive economic agenda 
during speech Tuesday night in Atlanta

See ABRAMS on page 5
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Visit one of our 6 locations in Atlanta.

Seniors switch to CenterWell Senior Primary Care™ for the 
convenience of easy scheduling, same-day appointments, TeleHealth 
visits and 24/7 access to their Care Team. Choose a doctor who can 
see you sooner and help you make the most of every appointment, 

with on-site labs, a clinical pharmacist and more.

Our doctors 
are ready to 
see you
Take a tour and learn about a more 
personal approach to primary care

CenterWellTM does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability 
or sex. ATENCIÓN: Si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia 
lingüística. Llame al 1-877-320-2188 (TTY: 711). 注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲
得語言援助服務。請致電 1-877-320-2188 (TTY: 711). GCHLKT9EN

We accept Aetna, Cigna, Humana and Wellcare 
Medicare Advantage plans.

Follow us @CenterWellPrimaryCare 
to learn about activities and events

Plans accepted

Call now to schedule a tour  

470-594-2497
SeniorFocusedAtlanta.com 
Monday - Friday, 8am - 5pm
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Henry ‘Hank’ Aaron 
bust finds a home at 
Adams Park

BY HAROLD MICHAEL HARVEY

In 2017, the Atlanta Braves packed up and 
moved the team twenty miles north of Turn-
er Field, less than a mile outside the city 
limits, but clear into the next county. Turner 
Field had been home to the Braves since the 
1996 Olympics gifted the team a new stadi-
um.

There was angst in the Atlanta commu-
nity when the Braves announced they were 
moving to Cobb County on land suitable for 
building a mixed-use community around 
the new ballpark.

So, the Braves, in the spirit of a good cor-
porate citizen to the region that lays the 
golden egg, donated the bust of Henry Louis 
Aaron, their all-time home run hitter, to the 
City of Atlanta.

The city was closing out the Kasim Reed 
administration and moving into the Keisha 
Lance Bottom years. The Aaron bust rested in 
the city’s archives. Then Andre Dickens, who 
describes himself as “a deacon and a dad,” en-
tered 2022 as the new mayor of Atlanta. It was 
time for the Aaron bust to find a public home. 
The administration considered displaying it 
at city hall, and then Mayor Dickens weighed 
in on the discussion.

Dickens wanted to display the Aaron bust 
in a city park. What better park than one five 
minutes from Aaron’s home in Southwest At-
lanta, Adams Park, where the mayor played 
baseball before middle school?

“It’s an exciting day in Atlanta to have this 
legend in our city,” Dickens said. “I wanted to 
display this bust in this park because I want 
young people to learn about Aaron’s story. I 
want young people to know that Aaron almost 
quit a few months into his professional career, 
but he got a call from his brother who told him 
he could not quit.”

Atlanta exercised its municipal powers and 
declared the baseball fields at Adams Park as 
the Henry Louis Aaron Baseball Complex at 
Adams Park. The complex consists of three 
ball fields refurbished with aid from the 
Braves and Park Atlanta.

“Thank you very much for this special hon-
or,” Aaron’s widow, Billie Aaron, said. “It did 
not have to be.”

Adams Park is the perfect public venue for 
the home run king, who began his profes-
sional baseball career with the Indianapolis 
Clowns, a franchise in the Negro American 
League.

In 1990, Adams Park, under the direction of 
the Cascade Youth Organization, acting on a 
suggestion by Negro Leaguer, Chico Renfro, 
was one of the country’s first little league ball-
parks to name its teams after franchises from 
the Negro American League and the Negro 
National League.

With the naming of the sports complex at 
Adams Park after him, Aaron has come full 
circle, from the Negro leagues to the Major 
Leagues, and now three miles from the home-
house, back to the Negro Leagues.

Harold Michael Harvey is the Living Now 
2020 Bronze Medal winner for his memoir 
Freaknik Lawyer: A Memoir on the Craft of 
Resistance. He is the author of a book on Negro 
Leagues Baseball, The Duke of 18th & Vine: Bob 
Kendrick Pitches Negro Leagues Baseball. He 
writes feature stories for Black College Nines. 
Com. Harvey is a member of the Collegiate 
Baseball Writers Association, HBCU and PRO 
Sports Media Association, and the Legends 
Committee for the National College Baseball 
Hall of Fame. Harvey is an engaging speaker. 

The Henry Aaron Bust once graced the 
friendly confines of Turner Field and is now 
permanently displayed at Atlanta’s Adams 
Park. Photo Credit Harold Michael Harvey
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Countering the De-Education of Black Boys
Black Educators declare the de-education of Black boys a ‘state of emergency.’

BY RASHAAD THOMAS

A
s a Black boy, I 
watched movies 
like “Boyz n’ the 
Hood,” “Paid in 
Full,” and “Men-

ace II Society.” A scene in the 
1992 film, “Menace II Society” still 
haunts me today.

In the scene, Grandpa asks, 
“Cane, do you care whether you 
live or die?”

“I don’t know,” Cane responds.
If you constantly tell a person 

they don’t matter, eventually, they 
will believe they don’t matter. 
Black boys are often told they’ll 
be lucky to see 18-years-old. I be-
lieved I was a menace to society 
and didn’t know if I wanted to live 
or die, which negatively impacted 
my school performance.

I didn’t know it, but I was being 
de-educated.

What Is De-Education?
De-Education is a systematic 

method to make a person seem to 
others that they are continuously 
losing intelligence.

Black boys are exposed to many 
forms of de-education. For ex-
ample, in 2014, former Ferguson 
police officer Darren Wilson fa-
tally shot 18-year-old recent high 
school graduate Michael Brown. 
The media reiterated how Ameri-
ca devalues Black boys by repeat-
edly airing Brown’s lifeless body 
lying in the street for approxi-
mately four hours.

Black boys nationwide are 
de-educated and re-educated to 
believe their lives are meaning-
less. That’s why California’s Asso-
ciation of Black Educators refuses 
to ignore the inequity of educating 
Black boys. In July at the 2nd An-
nual CABSE Institute, educators 
from around the country gathered 
in Napa, California, to address 
the de-education of Black boys. 
During the conference, they dis-
cussed policy and diverse forms of 
instruction that yield best practic-
es. Ultimately, attendees declared 
a state of emergency on the de-ed-

ucation of Black boys.
“We chose to focus on Black 

boys because much of the qual-
itative, as well as quantitative 
analysis reveals Black boys are 
chronically failing,” Micah Ali, 
Compton Unified School District 
President, says.

The Effects of De-Education
Malcolm X once said that 

“When you get a poor education, 
you can only work in a poor-pay-
ing job. And that poor-paying job 
enables you to live again in a poor 
neighborhood. So, it’s a very vi-
cious cycle.”

Given the weight of anti-Black 
racism, those graduates end up 
whitening their resumes and do-
ing whatever else they need to do 
to be hired. But in the end, only 
19% of Black boys end up in the 
top income distribution as adults 
compared to 40% of white boys. 
And,given the school-to-prison 
pipeline, low-income Black men 
are incarcerated at five times the 
rate as their white counterparts.

Criminalizing Black Boys
Criminalizing Black boys is one 

form of psychologically and phys-
ically de-educating them.

“I am society’s child. This is how 
they made me and now I am sayin’ 
what’s on my mind and they don’t 
want that. This is what you made 
me, America,” Tupac Shakur said.

It’s well-known that Ameri-

ca’s education system condemns 
Black boys rather than uplifting 
them. Schools criminalize Black 
students with harsh disciplinary 
actions. Black students receive 
two times more law enforcement 
referrals than their white peers for 
similar infractions.

The digital age has enabled 
schools to adapt de-educational 
policing strategies. Center for De-
mocracy and Technology survey 
conducted surveys 2020 – 2022 
and concluded that student sur-
veillance tools harm Black stu-
dents. Students reported that they 
or a peer got into trouble because 
of activity monitoring, which re-
veals significant racial discrepan-
cies.

What does this look like? For 
example, Baltimore City Public 
Schools uses GoGuardian to mon-
itor student activity on nights and 
weekends. Schools work with po-
lice to monitor when GoGuardian 
flags a student’s activities.

Combating Black Male 
De-Education

Society tells Black males the 
ticket out of poverty is to become a 
professional athlete or music art-
ist. America constantly tells Black 
boys they are worthless through 
movies and music and that they 
are violent and disposable. This 
pattern is not new. Since the ar-
rival of enslaved Africans on these 

shores, white supremacy has 
forced deficit-framed labels on 
Black males.

“We have to stop blaming peo-
ple for their circumstances,” 
D’artagnan Scorza, executive di-
rector of racial equity for Los An-
geles County told 2Urban Girls in 
a recent interview.

Scorza not only provides crit-
ical analysis, but he also offers a 
solution. His Social Justice Learn-
ing Institute (SJLI), based in In-
glewood, California, is a summer 
training program that teaches 
education stakeholders methods 
to achieve social equity using ed-
ucation in their schools and com-
munity. SJLI hosts educators for 
training workshops discussing 
culturally relevant curriculums 
and academic support through a 
social justice lens.

The Maryland State Board of 
Education has also thought of a 
solution. It created a Task Force 
on Achieving Academic Equity 
and Excellence for Black Boys, a 
pilot program that recommends 
schools create a Black male men-
toring program.

In Detroit, The Hidden Genius 
Project has created a project that 
targets Black male youth entering 
the 9th through the 11th grade. 
The project focuses on training 
them through mentorship, tech-
nology leadership and career de-
velopment to change their lives 
and community.

CABSE’s Black educators’ dec-
laration of a state of emergency 
confirms that it is not only up to 
America but the Black community 
to change things.

“We will look at the long term 
perspective, the long term goal, 
and ensure the various models of 
implementing an innovative edu-
cational solution that will contin-
ue to produce results far beyond 
what our eyes can see,” Ali says.

The change must begin within 
the Black community to reverse 
the effects of the de-education of 
Black boys.

Photograph by Santi Vedrí/Unsplash
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Abrams also touted her support for Med-
icaid expansion. Abrams said Medicaid ex-
pansion will pour billions into the state’s 
broken health care system for pennies on 
the dollar $3.5 billion every single year.

“Instead of hospitals praying to be on the 
governor’s periodic list of partial grants, we 
have guaranteed funds that will save rural 
hospitals, support clinics delivering medi-
cal services and deliver badly needed men-
tal health care and substance abuse treat-
ment to communities that are being forced 
to wait for crisis to seek help,” Abrams said.

Wednesday, Kemp will unveil his eco-
nomic plan. Throughout the summer, 
Kemp has blamed Georgia economic issues 
on President Biden’s policies and Senator 
Raphael Warnock.

“As hardworking Georgians are hurting 
from 40-year-high Bidenflation, Stacey 
Abrams would try to raise taxes again,” 
Kemp said on social media. “Georgia fam-
ilies can’t afford the out-of-touch Biden-
Abrams agenda.”

“Stacey Abrams gave the Peach State [to] 
Joe Biden and Raphael Warnock and with 
it, 40-year high inflation and an economic 
recession,” said Republican National Com-
mittee Spokesperson Garrison Douglas. 

“Georgians have had enough of Stacey’s 
economic ‘solutions.’”

However, Abrams continually called 
upon those in the crowd to take a look at 
Georgia’s position from a 30,000 foot point 
of view. She referenced Music Midtown’s 
decision to cancel their festival, which 
would have been held inside Piedmont 

Park, due to Georgia’s permitless carry gun 
law which does allow persons to carry guns 
in public spaces.

“This cancellation will cost Georgia’s 
economy $50 million dollars,” Abrams said. 
“And the governor doesn’t care because 
maintaining favor with the NRA matters 
more to him than the welfare of everyday 

people. But we have seen this behavior 
from him before. Whether it was his temper 
tantrum with Delta or his voter suppression 
law that cost Georgia the All Star Game. 
When the choice is between what’s best 
for Brian Kemp’s future and what’s best for 
Georgia. Brian Kemp will always choose 
himself.”

ABRAMS
Continued from page 2

Stacey Abrams speaks at the One Georgia Fest: Grad Edition (photo by Alexia Clark/The Atlanta Voice).

BY DONNELL SUGGS

JONESBORO, Ga. - The mother 
of a man shot more than 100 times 
is calling for the firing of one of the 
law enforcement officers involved 
in her son’s death. 

Monteria Robinson, standing 
before microphones assembled by 
local media outside of the Clay-
ton County Police Department on 
North McDonough Street, asked a 
rhetorical question regarding the 
employment of a man indicted for 
the murder of her son, Jamarion 
Robinson. “How is that possible?” 
Robinson asked, in reference to 
the employment of Kristopher 
Hutchins, currently working as 
a Special Weapons and Tactics 
(SWAT) trainer with the Clayton 
County Police Department.

Robinson wore a brown dress 
and a necklace with her son’s name 
in gold lettering. 

On October 26, 2021, Hutchins 
and Eric Heinz were indicted by 
a Fulton County grand jury on 
multiple charges that include fel-
ony murder and aggravated assu-

alt with a deadly weapon, and six 
counts of violation of oath by a 
public officer. 

Upon learning that Hutchins was 
employed by the Clayton County 
Police Department while awaiting 
trial in Fulton County, Robinson 
contacted the Clayton County Po-
lice Department for answers. “The 
Clayton County Police Depart-
ment informed me late yesterday 
that they now moved Hutchins 
to a non-training administrative 
role,” Robinson said. “So let’s think 
about that for a second: How is it 
that rogue officers are above the 
law?” 

Robinson asked the crowd be-
hind her what would happen if 
they, average citizens, were indict-
ed by a grand jury for the various 
crimes that Hutchins and Heinz, 
who is not employed by the Clay-
ton County Police Department, are 
going to trial for. They answered 
in unison, “In jail.” Family mem-
bers, friends and supporters of the 
Robinson family wore t-shirts that 
read, “Justice for Jamarion” and 

“Jamarion Robinson.” Some wore 
buttons with Robinson’s name on 
them, while others wore all black 
in solidarity. 

“To be honest, this is an insult 
to all of us out here today; it’s dis-

respectful to me and my family,” 
Robinson said.

The family wants Hutchins fired 
from his position with Clayton 
County forthwith, according to 
Robinson. She read a statement 
directed to Clayton County Po-
lice Chief Kevin Roberts: “We the 
people demand that Kristpoher 
Hutchins is terminated from the 
Clayton County Police Department 
immediately.”

She added that if the department 
didn’t “meet our demands,” that it 
would “feel the wrath of this city,” 
which referred to campaigning to 
rally voters not to re-elect Roberts 
and others holding political posi-
tions within the county. “Police of-
ficers are not above the law; these 
officers should be in jail right now,” 
she said.

Clayton County has more elect-
ed officials than any other county 
jurisdiction in the state.

Asked how she feels about the 
support she has received from all 
involved, Robinson replied, “The 
support has been great since day 

one. The community has backed 
me and they heard my cry.”  

Juan Muhammad called the fact 
that Hutchins remains employed 
by a police department “totally un-
acceptable.” A homeowner in Clay-
ton County for the past 27 years, 
Muhammad came out to the press 
conference in support of Robin-
son. “The big concern is political-
ly, who made the decision to allow 
this guy to work here,” Muhammad 
said. “This right here is a problem.”

A trial date for both men has 
been scheduled for September 12, 
but there’s a possibility of delays 
due to a case backlog in Fulton 
County. Robinson was shot over 
110 times on August 5, 2016, by 
more than a dozen officers that in-
cluded members of the Atlanta Po-
lice Department, U.S. Marshals and 
the East Point Police Department. 
The shooting lasted three minutes, 
according to reports. 

The Robinson family held a vigil 
on the anniversary of Jamarion’s 
death at John Calhoun Park in At-
lanta, Friday, August 5. 

LOCAL

'How is that possible?:' Victim’s family wants answers 
from Clayton County PD on hiring of indicted officer

Monteria Robinson, center, stands 
before assembled media during 
a press conference held on the 
steps of the Clayton County Police 
Department headquarters in Jones-
boro, Thursday, August 4. Photo By 
Donnell Suggs/The Atlanta Voice.
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Atlanta Cemetery Network offers glimpse into city’s history
BUSINESS

BY ANN HILL-BOND

Atlanta is known for being the cradle of 
the Civil Rights Movement, the birthplace of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and the epicenter 
of southern culture. Atlanta, is also the home 
of the oldest African-American cemetery in 
Georgia, South-View Cemetery. 

South-View Cemetery is often called "The 
African-American City of the Dead." Estab-
lished in 1889 by Jacob McKinley, George W. 
Graham, Robert Grant, Charles H. Morgan, 
John Render, and Albert Watts. Each desires 
to bury their family and community with 
dignity and grace. 

African-Americans' traditions and cus-
toms for caring for the dead goes back centu-
ries far beyond the enslavement of Africans 
in the New World. The care and pride in the 
details of each homegoing service can be 
seen on any given day at South-View Ceme-
tery and Lincoln Cemetery (founded in 1925). 

Together, both cemeteries tell the long his-
tory of Atlanta's African-American commu-
nities and the people that help influence our 
global perspective. 

"The City of Atlanta has more civil rights 

Welcome to the Family | Jordan Brand Announces 
20-Year Partnership with Howard University 

W
e’re excited to 
share partner-
ship confirma-
tion between 
Jordan Brand 

and Howard University! Both Jor-
dan Brand and Howard University 
are families rooted in Black cul-
ture with Howard being one of the 
most esteemed Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities (HB-
CU’s) with a tremendous legacy of 
excellence. Jordan Brand is proud 
to continue that legacy through 
a 20-year partnership that will 
create academic and athletic op-
portunities that elevate the best of 
the Black Community.

We’re a brand built on Michael 
Jordan’s legacy of excellence. 
From current students and alum-
ni to the Shaw neighborhood and 
communities all around the world 
that are impacted by the people of 
Howard University, how we pay 
homage to the broader commu-
nity is as important as gaining 
recognition globally. This partner-
ship with Howard is not only an 
investment in the organization, it 

is an investment in Black futures, 
inspired by basketball culture.

Jordan Brand looks forward 
to honoring the Howard Univer-
sity legacy by driving cultural 

connections across the diaspora 
and through iconic moments like 
Homecoming that are an import-
ant part of HBCU culture.  

We’re excited for the future of 

the Howard University athletics 
program, and for how together, we 
can amplify the influence of HB-
CU’s on collegiate sports and con-
tinue to impact culture globally. 

Mark your calendars for August 
27th when the new Jumpman 
football uniforms will be unveiled 
for the first time at Howard Uni-
versity’s Game Zero! 

EDUCATION

leaders buried within our African-American cemeteries than 
anywhere else in America," says Elizabeth Clappin, Urban 
Planner II, Department of City Planning, Office of Design: 
Historic Preservation.

To ensure that this history is not lost on the residents of 
Metro Atlanta or the 300,000 visitors that explore the city 
daily, The Atlanta Cemetery Network has curated "The Prom-
ise Land," a self-guided tour of 30 impactful African-Ameri-
can resting places. This walking remembrance tour journey 
through these historical cemeteries to honor the lives of 
those we have lost and re-engage in their stories. 

The Ballot Box: 
John Wesley Dobbs 1882-1961 South-View Cemetery 
Ruby Parks Blackburn  1901-1982 Lincoln Cemetery 
A.T. Walden 1885-1965 Lincoln Cemetery 
Clarence Bacote 1906-1989 Lincoln Cemetery 
Grace Townes Hamilton 1907-1992 South-View Cemetery

The Dreamers: 
John Lewis 1940-2020 South-View Cemetery 
Hosea Williams 1926-2000 Lincoln Cemetery 
Ralph David Abernathy 1926-1990 Lincoln Cemetery 
C.T. Vivian 1924-2020 Westview Cemetery 
Williams Holmes Borders 1905-1993 SouthView Cemetery 

See PROMISE LAND on page 15
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BY MAYA POTTIGER

While browsing the gift shop at 
the National Museum of African 
American History and Culture, 
librarian Kathy Lester watched a 
young Black girl grab a book and 
run up to her parents. Holding it 
up to them, the girl told them she’d 
read it at school, and it was one of 
her favorite books.

It was Grace Byers’ “I Am 
Enough,” which features a Black girl 
rocking her big, natural curls on the 
cover. Hearing kids speak like that 
shows there’s a connection, Lester 
says.

“If it doesn’t feel like the books 
reflect them, they pull away from 
it, like, ‘That doesn’t have anything 
to do with me,’” says Lester, who is 
also the president of the American 
Association of School Librarians. 
“Where, if they see themselves or 
find connections of themselves and 
books, then that helps inspire them 
to engage more and read more.”

In a 2009 TED Talk that’s been 
viewed 31 million times, Nigerian 
novelist Chimamanda Ngozi Adi-
chie talked about the danger of a 
single story. When children don’t 
regularly see an accurate represen-
tation of themselves, it “sends them 
a powerful and harmful message 
that they do not belong,” explains 
Katie Potter, senior literacy manag-
er at Lee & Low Books, a New York 
City-based publisher that’s been 
publishing diverse children’s books 
for the past 30 years.

“When children cannot find 
themselves reflected in the books 
they read, or when the images they 
see are inauthentic or negative, they 
learn a powerful lesson of how they 
are perceived in the world,” Potter 
says. “If readers cannot find char-
acters who look like them and ex-
perience life in ways that they can 
relate to in the books they read, they 
can feel alone and isolated, all neg-
atively impacting their academic 
engagement.

The number of children’s books 
by and about Black people has been 

steadily rising since 2018, when 
the Cooperative Children’s Book 
Center out of the University of Wis-
consin-Madison started keeping 
a record. The rate was 17% in 2018, 
growing to 22% in 2021. 

With the exception of Black au-
thors, all diverse authors saw sizable 
drops in books published in 2020, 
followed by large increases in 2021. 

Plus, it can take years for a book to 
be published, so any progress made 
in 2020 or the following years might 
not be seen until 2022 or 2023, ac-
cording to ABC News.

“The publishing industry still has 
a great deal of progress to make con-
cerning the representation of Black 

children and protagonists in books,” 
Potter says.

Students who see themselves 
reflected in the books they’re read-
ing are typically more engaged and 
curious about different things they 
can learn from a book, says Derrick 
Ramsey, co-founder of Young, Black 
& Lit, a Chicago-area nonprofit fo-
cused on increasing access to chil-

dren’s books that center, reflect, and 
affirm the experiences of Black chil-
dren. It’s important to see “the joys 
of life and the experiences of Black 
culture” in books, Ramsey says. It 
allows them to see things society 
might be telling them they can’t, 
Gage says.

“It makes them feel empowered 
and makes them feel like I can do 
this, too,” says Rochelle Levy-Chris-
topher, founder and CEO of The 
Black Literacy and Arts Collabora-
tive Project, highlighting the im-
portance of cultural relevance. “If 
the story is based on things that we 
know about, that we’re familiar with 
… we get really excited because we 
don’t have that representation. So 
when we do, it’s that much more im-
pactful.”

Lester echoes that, saying stu-
dents need to “see themselves in 
books… and then be able to step in 
other people’s shoes” to help with a 
sense of belonging. But, especially 
for Black students, it’s not just about 
being represented in history-adja-
cent books but also in realistic fic-
tion, fantasy, and graphic novels.

“Black children have the right to 
be in a world that includes them,” 
Potter says. “When Black children 
are exposed to and regularly en-
gaged with texts that center Black 
protagonists and are written and il-
lustrated by Black authors, they are 
validated, affirmed, and shown that 
they matter.”

Both The BLAC Project and 
Young, Black & Lit are working to 
make these books more available to 
children.

At The BLAC Project, giving away 
free books is only the beginning. 
They curate books based on every 
kid’s specific interests to make sure 

they’re getting things that will en-
gage them. But the organization 
also runs programs and events to 
provide mentors and resources to 
help create a more equitable start-
ing point between BIPOC commu-
nities and their white peers. 

“We provide different types of lit-
eracy activities that don’t seem edu-
cational, but they are,” Levy-Chris-
topher says. “They’re interactive, 
and they help bolster and improve 
literacy levels through different me-
diums in which the core focus is lit-
eracy comprehension.”

Young, Black & Lit also makes 
sure to get books out into communi-
ties that need them. As part of their 
donation program, they’re current-
ly distributing 1,500 books every 
month to around 200 organizations 
across the country. One of their 
partners is Chance & Bri’s Books 
& Breakfast, featuring Chance the 
Rapper, which brings programs and 
giveaways to Chicago neighbor-
hoods.

These organizations provide vi-
tal resources, especially during the 
summer months when it may be 
harder for students to access books. 

“Although reading might be the 
last thing that children want to 
think about during the summer,” 
Potter says, “summer reading is im-
portant to keep their minds activat-
ed and on track for the start of the 
next school year.”

EDUCATION

Here’s why Black kids need Black books
The publishing 
industry still has a 
great deal of progress 
to make concerning 
the representation 
of Black children 
and protagonists in 
books.

Photo courtesy of RODNAE Productions/Pexels.

Photo Credit iStock/digitalskillet
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BY DONNELL SUGGS

T
ake a morning drive through 
any neighborhood in Atlan-
ta and you will see a number 
of school-aged children wait-
ing on various street corners 

for their school buses to arrive. This year, 
students throughout metro Atlanta might 
be waiting a bit longer than usual due to a 
shortage of bus drivers.  

The 2022-23 Fulton County school year 
has opened with a need for more bus driv-
ers. The county is short a quarter of the bus 
drivers necessary for a full fleet, according 
to Fulton County Schools. 

Fulton County has more than 69,000 stu-
dents travel to and from 108 schools every 
day, including 20 high schools. Parents 
were recently sent letters requesting pa-
tience for upcoming delays in bus service. 

One of the largest school districts in the 
state, Fulton County Schools is short of up-
wards of 200 school bus drivers, according 
to reports. For applicants that are licensed 

drivers and can pass a background check, 
there are incentives that include sign-on 
bonuses. Experienced bus drivers may be 
eligible to receive a retention bonus.

Paid training will be provided to all new 
hires. 

The average work day for a bus driver 
is six hours, with the opportunity to earn 
more money driving county buses after 
normal school transportation hours, during 
weekends and summers. 

Fulton County has raised bus driver start-
ing pay to $20.40 per hour for applicants 
without CDLs.   The average salary for bus 
drivers in Georgia is $18.73, according to 
data provided by Indeed. 

There is also a need for transportation 
assistants, which does not include driving 
the bus. The salary for transportation assis-
tants in Fulton County is $16 per hour. 

On Tuesday, a Cobb County parent re-
ported that her 5-year-old son was left at 
school for nearly three hours following 
morning pickup, according to a Fox 5 At-

lanta report. The mother, Sonequa Barnes, 
blames the bus driver for not checking for 
her son despite the route including much 
older kids. 

The retainment of veteran bus drivers is 
also very important. The familiarity with 
not only the bus routes, but the students 
that regularly ride the buses, is crucial to 
preventing such incidents. 

With more than 20 other public school 
systems in metro Atlanta, the competition 
for school bus drivers has been fierce. Driv-
ers are also considering working for Ama-
zon because of the hours, schedules, and 
in some cases, the pay, experts say. Amazon 
drivers in Georgia make roughly just over 
$30,000 per year, according to data provid-
ed by Ziprecruiter.com. 

Though that payscale works out to about 
$14.65 per hour or just under $600 per week, 
it provides a schedule that most often does 
not include early mornings. The lack of 
children or their parents being involved can 
also be seen as an incentive for drivers.

Fulton County Schools short on bus drivers to start school year

POLITICS

BY ITORO UMONTUEN

Senate Democrats secured a key victory 
as they passed a package that would include 
provisions for climate, health care and cor-
porate taxes on Sunday afternoon. Although 
it was not the $2.2 trillion Build Back Better 
Act that President Joe Biden wanted, the In-
flation Reduction Act continues comprehen-
sive provisions that promise to pay down the 
nation’s debt by more than $294 billion.

Additionally, the legislation will invest in 
clean energy initiatives that seek to drive job 
growth while addressing climate change, ex-
tend expanded Affordable Care Act, which is 
colloquially known as Obamacare, subsidies 
designed to curb rising health care costs and 
lower prescription drug costs by allowing 
Medicare to negotiate drug prices.

The Inflation Reduction Act will inject at 
least $370 billion into climate and energy 
programs. It also invests almost $400 million 
over 10 years into climate programs such as 
electric vehicles and renewable energy. The 
legislation passed with no Republican sup-
port, which required Vice President Kamala 
Harris to cast the tie-breaking vote.

“It’s been a long, tough and winding road, 
but at last, at last we have arrived,” said Sen-
ate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-New 
York.

“The Senate is making history. I am confi-
dent the Inflation Reduction Act will endure 
as one of the defining legislative feats of the 

21st century,” he continued.
The year-long fight Schumer had is rep-

resentative of the diverging interests within 
the Democratic caucus. This bill would not 
have passed without the support of Sena-
tor Joe Manchin, R-West Virginia. Manchin 
was a staunch hold-out as President Biden 
pushed Build Back Better because it didn’t 

look out for states that are heavily reliant on 
coal mining.

The Inflation Reduction Act also includes 
$30 billion to increase the production of so-
lar panels, wind turbines, batteries and crit-
ical minerals processing; $10 billion to build 
facilities to manufacture environment-con-
scious products, such as electric vehicles and 
solar panels and $500 million through the 
Defense Production Act for heat pumps and 
key mineral processing. 

Senators Jon Ossoff, D-Georgia and Rev-
erend Raphael Warnock, D-Georgia, secured 
major victories as well. The two major piec-
es of legislation that Warnock introduced 
are the Inflation Reduction Act, a bill de-
signed to cap insulin costs at $35 a month 
for patients on Medicare, and his plan to cap 
the cost of prescription drugs for seniors at 
$2,000 a year. 

“I’m thrilled we were finally able to pass 
this historic, once-in-a-generation invest-
ment in our country’s future that will lower 
costs for Georgians, create clean energy jobs 
and reduce the deficit all at the same time,” 
said Warnock. “I’m especially proud that the 
legislation includes two provisions I intro-
duced to cap insulin costs for Medicare pa-
tients at $35 a month, and to limit the cost 
of prescription drugs for seniors. This bill 
will strengthen health care access and lower 
health care costs for people across Georgia.”

The legislation also permits Medicare to 

negotiate drug prices, which, if this portion 
of the bill becomes federal law, would be the 
largest expansion of the Affordable Care Act.

“I’m not in love with politics, I’m in love 
with change—and this legislation will make 
real change in people’s lives. From saving 
seniors money by allowing Medicare to di-
rectly negotiate drug prices, to expanding 
vital health care subsidies, to greening the 
economy, this legislation will make a lasting 
impact on Georgians’ lives,” Warnock said.

“Today the Senate passed major legisla-
tion aimed at helping seniors afford pre-
scriptions, building an energy-independent 
economy, cutting pollution, and reducing 
the deficit,” Ossoff said. “I’m pleased this bill 
included my Solar Energy Manufacturing 
for America Act to boost U.S. production of 
solar technology and help Georgia continue 
to grow as a high-tech manufacturing and re-
newable energy powerhouse.”

Meanwhile, the Democrats approved a 
new 15 percent corporate minimum tax on 
the profits companies report to shareholders, 
which has been characterized as a win for 
the private equity lobby. The new corporate 
tax will apply to companies that report more 
than $1 billion in annual income on their fi-
nancial statements but that are also able to 
use credits, deductions and other tax treat-
ments to lower their effective tax rates. This 
provision was shaped by Senator Kyrsten 
Sinema, D-Arizona. 

Senate Democrats pass key budget plan; victories 
for Biden, Ossoff and Warnock

U.S. Senator Raphael Warnock speaks during 
a roundtable discussion on insulin prices 
at the Little 5 Points Pharmacy on Monday, 
February 28, in East Atlanta. (Photo by Itoro 
N. Umontuen/The Atlanta Voice)

Fulton County Schools, like many other 
school systems throughout metro Atlanta, is 
experiencing a shortage of bus drivers. Photo 
Credit Donnell Suggs/The Atlanta Voice
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SPORTS

BY CRAIG ALLEN BROWN

To honor the legacies of histori-
cally Black colleges and universities 
(HBCUs), the Atlanta Braves, along 
with Truist Bank, will host their an-
nual HBCU Night on Friday, August 
19. The Braves will take on the Hous-
ton Astros in a rematch of the 2021 
World Series. The event is designed 
to celebrate the impact of HBCUs 
on the community and the game of 
baseball.

Braves alumni who attended HB-
CUs include Bill Lucas (Florida A&M 
University), Ralph Garr (Grambling 
State University), Marvin Freeman 
(Jackson State University) and Mar-
quis Grissom (Florida A&M Univer-
sity).

The Braves organization recom-
mends that fans arrive early on 
HBCU Night in order to view a pre-
game performance by the Atlanta 
Braves Heavy Hitters, the organiza-
tion’s official drumline, on the Pla-
za Green in The Battery Atlanta. 12 
members of the Braves Heavy Hitter 
team are HBCU alumni. 

The Spelman College Glee Club 
will kick off HBCU Night with its 

rendition of the national anthem 
before a special on-field presenta-
tion. An HBCU Night presented by 
Truist party with Tuskegee Univer-
sity alum DJ Skeme will take place 
in The Battery Atlanta following the 
game. 

Guests are encouraged to wear 
their HBCU gear and Greek letters. 
The Braves Clubhouse Store will of-
fer a collection of Braves and HBCU 
co-branded hats from associated 
universities across Braves Country, 
including Clark Atlanta University, 

Florida A&M University, Morehouse 
College, North Carolina A&T Uni-
versity, Grambling State University 
and Spelman College.

A special HBCU Night presented 
by Truist ticket package, available at 
www.braves.com/hbcu, will include 

a game ticket, an exclusive Atlanta 
Braves drum major bobblehead, 
and a $3 donation to the Atlanta 
HBCU Alumni Alliance.

In conjunction with HBCU Night 
presented by Truist, the Braves will 
host their third annual “Careers on 
Deck” virtual panel discussion. This 
year’s event will take place within 
Digital Truist Park, the Braves ball-
park’s photo-realistic digital twin. 
The discussions are designed to wel-
come current and recent graduates 
to learn about the business of sports 
and entertainment, the future of fan 
experience, and the growth of base-
ball from a diverse lens. Conversa-
tions with HBCU graduates from 
the Braves Front Office will include 
Diversity and Equity in Sports: Be-
ing Unapologetically You, What’s 
Trending: Diversity in Retail, Oper-
ational Development: Sports on the 
Front Line, and more. 

For more information on HBCU 
Night or to purchase the ticket pack-
age, please visit http://www.braves.
com/hbcu.

Atlanta Braves to host annual HBCU Night on Friday, Aug. 19

HBCU Night will take place at Truist Park Friday, August 19. Photo By: Itoro N. Umontuen/The Atlanta Voice

SPORTS

Serena Williams announces she will 'evolve away 
from tennis' after upcoming US Open
BY BEN MORSE, CNN

    (CNN) -- Serena Williams has an-
nounced that she will "evolve away 
from tennis" after this year's US Open 
to focus on "other things that are im-
portant to me."

In an article in Vogue, the 23-time 
grand slam winner said that, al-
though she will try to win at the US 
Open, it is time for her to move "in a 
different direction."

"There comes a time in life when 
we have to decide to move in a dif-
ferent direction," Williams posted on 
Instagram with a picture of herself 
on the cover of Vogue with the title: 
'Serena's Farewell...I'm terrible at 
goodbyes.'

"That time is always hard when 
you love something so much. My 
goodness do I enjoy tennis. But now, 
the countdown has begun. I have to 
focus on being a mom, my spiritual 
goals and finally discovering a differ-
ent, but just exciting Serena. I'm gon-
na relish these next few weeks."

The announcement comes a day 
after the 40-year-old won her first 
singles match in 430 days.

She played her first singles match 
in over a year at Wimbledon in June, 
losing to France's Harmony Tan. Af-
terwards, she hinted that she could 
play on home soil at the US Open, 
which begins August 29.

However, in the article, Williams 
said: "I have never liked the word re-
tirement. It doesn't feel like a modern 
word to me. I've been thinking of this 
as a transition, but I want to be sensi-
tive about how I use that word, which 
means something very specific and 
important to a community of peo-
ple. Maybe the best word to describe 
what I'm up to is evolution. I'm here 
to tell you that I'm evolving away 
from tennis, toward other things that 
are important to me."

She continued: "Unfortunately I 
wasn't ready to win Wimbledon this 
year. And I don't know if I will be 
ready to win New York. But I'm going 
to try."

Since losing her professional de-
but in September 1995, Williams has 
become the most dominant force in 
women's tennis in the last 30 years.

Together with her old sister Venus, 

the Williams sisters transformed the 
sport, making a regular habit of win-
ning grand slams in both singles and 
doubles tennis.

At the time of writing, Serena has 
won 73 career singles titles, 23 dou-
bles titles and two mixed doubles 
titles which includes 39 grand slam 
titles -- 23 singles titles, 14 doubles ti-
tles and two mixed doubles titles. She 

is one singles grand slam title behind 
the all-time record held by Australian 
Margaret Court.

When asked by CNN's Christiane 
Amanpour earlier this year if she still 
wanted to beat Court's record, she 
replied: "I should have had it, really, 
I should -- I've had many opportuni-
ties to have it. But I'm not giving up, 
to answer your question."

She addressed this later in Vogue, 
saying: "I know there's a fan fantasy 
that I might have tied Margaret that 
day in London, then maybe beat her 
record in New York, and then at the 
trophy ceremony say, 'See ya!' I get 
that. It's a good fantasy. But I'm not 
looking for some ceremonial, final 
on-court moment. I'm terrible at 
goodbyes, the world's worst."

The four-time Olympic gold med-
alist has won over $94.5 million in 
career prize money, more than any 
other female athlete.

Away from the court, Williams an-
nounced her engagement to Reddit 
co-founder Alexis Ohanian in 2016, 
giving birth to her daughter, Alexis 
Olympia Ohanian Jr.

And focusing on her young fami-
ly, as well as her interests away from 
tennis, is why she's deciding to step 
away from the game she has changed 
forever.

"Believe me, I never wanted to 
have to choose between tennis and a 
family. I don't think it's fair," Williams 
explained. "If I were a guy, I wouldn't 
be writing this because I'd be out 
there playing and winning while my 
wife was doing the physical labor of 
expanding our family.

"Maybe I'd be more of a Tom Brady 
if I had that opportunity. Don't get 
me wrong: I love being a woman, and 
I loved every second of being preg-
nant with Olympia. I was one of those 
annoying women who adored being 
pregnant and was working until the 
day I had to report to the hospital 
-- although things got super compli-
cated on the other side. And I almost 
did do the impossible: A lot of people 
don't realize that I was two months 
pregnant when I won the Australian 
Open in 2017. But I'm turning 41 this 
month, and something's got to give."

Serena Williams, pictured playing 
a 2019 match, has announced that 
she will "evolve away from tennis" 
after this year's US Open to focus 
on "other things that are important 
to me." (photo courtesy of Adam 
Pretty/Getty Images)
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(Events may change without notice. Pro-
moters are requiring health checks in order to 
attend. Check with the venue or Ticketmaster 
or Live Nation for updates. Health Check re-
quires proof of vaccination or recent COVID 
test. See the full schedule at The Atlanta 
Voice.com)

PERFORMANCES
Red Hot Chili Peppers - Aug. 10, 6:30 

p.m. Truist Park. Cobb Parkway, Cobb Coun-
ty. 

David Gray - Aug. 10, 8 p.m.  Cadence 
Bank Amphitheatre at Chastain Park, Atlan-
ta. 

Chris Brown/Lil Baby - Aug. 10, 7 p.m. 
Lakewood Amphitheater. Atlanta. 

The Weeknd - Aug. 11, 6:30 p.m. Mercedes 
Benz Stadium, 441 M.L.K. Jr Dr NW, Atlanta

Australian Pink Floyd Show - Aug. 
19, 8 p.m. Cadence Bank Amphitheatre at 
Chastain Park, Atlanta. 

An Evening of Soul - Aug. 20, 7 p.m.  
Mable House Amphitheater, 5239 Floyd RD., 
Mableton. 770-819-7765. 

Santana/Earth, Wind & Fire - Aug. 24, 
7 p.m. Cellairis Amphitheater at Lakewood. 
Atlanta. 

Damien Escobar - Aug. 27, 7 p.m.  Mable 
House Amphitheater, 5239 Floyd RD., Ma-

bleton. 770-819-7765. 
Motown’s Greatest Hits - Aug. 28, 7 p.m. 

Mable House Amphitheater, 5239 Floyd RD., 
Mableton. 770-819-7765. 

Rod Stewart/Cheap Trick - Aug. 30, 7:30 
p.m. Cellairis Amphitheater at Lakewood. 
Atlanta. 

Anthony Hamilton - Sept. 3, 7 p.m. Ca-
dence Bank Amphitheatre at Chastain Park, 
Atlanta. 

Jungle - Sept 6, 8 p.m. The Eastern, 777 
Memorial Drive, Building C, Atlanta 30316

Kevin Hart - Sept. 9, 7 p.m., State Farm 
Arena. Atlanta.

Rick Braun - Sept. 10, 7 p.m.  Mable House 
Amphitheater, 5239 Floyd RD., Mableton. 
770-819-7765. 

Amy Schumer - Sept. 11, 7 p.m. Coca-Cola 
Roxy Theater, 800 Battery Ave SE, Atlanta, 

Silk - Sept. 17, 7 p.m.  Mable House Amphi-
theater, 5239 Floyd RD., Mableton. 770-819-
7765. 

Elton John, The Final Tour. Sept. 22, 8 
p.m. Mercedes Benz Stadium, Atlanta.

Nas/Wu Tang Clan  - Sept. 22, 7 p.m. Aar-
ons Amphitheatre at Lakewood,  2002 Lake-
wood Way, Atlanta 

Alicia Keys - Sept. 23, 8 p.m.  Cadence 
Bank Amphitheatre at Chastain Park, Atlan-
ta. 

Karol G/Aguidelo888 - Sept. 27, State 
Farm Arena. Atlanta

Wade Ford Concert Series: Kirk Wh-
alum, Phil Perry, Keiko Matsui, Oct. 1, 7 
p.m., Mable House Barnes Amphitheatre, 
5239 Floyd Rd., Mableton. 770-819-7765. 

A-T-L Jazz Series: Larry Carlton & Paul 
Brown, Oct. 1, 7 p.m., Center Stage Theater, 
Atlanta

Atlanta R&B Music Experience, Oct. 1, 7 
p.m., State Farm Arena, Atlanta

Marcus King - Young Blood, Oct. 1, 7 p.m, 
Tabernacle, Atlanta

Rapper Big Pooh, Oct. 1, 8 p.m., Vinyl, 

Atlanta 
Eric Roberson, Oct. 1, 8 p.m., City Winery, 

Atlanta
Kevin Gates - Big Lyfe Tour, Oct. 1, 8 p.m., 

Lakewood Amphitheatre, Atlanta
Mahalia - Letter to Ur Ex Tour, Oct. 3, 7 

p.m., The Masquerade - Hell, Atlanta
Bino Rideaux - Sorry For The Wait 2 

Tour, Oct. 4, 7 p.m., The Masquerade - Hell, 
Atlanta

Channel Tres, Oct. 4, 8 p.m., Variety Play-
house, Atlanta

Young Bae, Oct. 5, 8 p.m., Variety Play-
house, Atlanta

Smokey Robinson, Oct. 7, 8 p.m., Cobb 
Energy Performing Arts Centre, Atlanta

Keith Urban - Oct. 8, 7:30 p.m. State Farm 
Arena,  1 State Farm Drive, Atlanta. Statefar-
marena.com

FESTIVALS
ONE MusicFest, Oct. 8-9, Central Park, 

Atlanta
Piedmont Park Arts Festival - Fri, Aug. 

19 – Sat. Aug. 20. Piedmont Park, 1320 Mon-
roe Dr NE 

Atlanta

ON-THE-GO! Arts & Entertainment Calendar

See the FULL SCHEDULE at 

https://theatlantavoice.com
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COLUMN | SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING

Y
ou guys have read my 
feelings about faith ac-
tually being a verb. Re-
gardless of when and 
how you found reli-

gion, what are you going to do about 
it now? 

Faith being a verb rather than a 
noun requires action. That action, 
in my opinion, should actually be 
based on the faith of what you be-
lieve. 

For example, if you believe Je-
sus is who He said He is, then do 
you still gossip? Do you continue to 
spread rumors and innuendo? Are 
you forgiving of the flaws and faults 
of others? Do you really turn the 
other cheek?

I mean, faith as a verb demands 
active behavior consistent with the 
belief that all things have a pur-
pose far beyond the realm of today. 
Our understanding, then, is pret-
ty much incidental to the faith we 
claim when it comes to our actions. 

Mercy, charity and love all have a 
place in your everyday experience 

in the world of human beings. If 
your faith is so shallow that the only 
thing that touches your heart is just 
that - the things you can touch and 
feel and see - then you’ve missed 
the point of eternal existence. 

Faith in the Almighty literally 
means claiming the life that Jesus 
promised abundantly. Believe it or 
not, that life did not begin the day 
you were born and will not end the 
day you die. 

So says every professed Christian 
on the face of the planet. But how 
you handle this short conscious ex-
istence goes a long way towards the 
quality of your afterlife. 

“All things work together for good 
according to the lord and those who 
have been called according to his 
purpose.” (Romans 8:28)

The consequence of faith then 

means realizing that according to 
God’s purpose, your role is clear. 
One must act on the Word of God as 
given by Jesus Christ. One must live 
rather than merely profess faith. 
One must be a church rather than 
just attend one. 

So often in scripture, we are re-
minded that Jesus was focused on 
a lifestyle pleasing to His father. As 
a matter of fact, he was appalled at 
the use of “The Law” as an excuse 
not to fulfill the purpose of “The 
Law.” 

Jesus accepted any and all who 
believed in the Son of Man, also 
known as the Son of God. He, there-
fore, demanded appropriate behav-
ior from apostles, elders, gentiles 
and sinners alike. 

The higher up the religious hier-
archy, the more Jesus expected to 

be done on behalf of the unenlight-
ened. The more faith you profess, 
the more knowledge you gain, the 
more selfless you should become. 

I guess all I’m trying to say is the 
dynamics of faith over time will de-
mand that your lifestyle reflect an 
awareness of spiritual consequence 
for your actions or lack thereof. 

“Therefore brother, we have an 
obligation…” (Romans 8:12)

We must live according to the 
Spirit within us rather than the pas-
sions that would corrupt us. A faith-
ful Christian knows the difference 
and functions accordingly. 

“We have different gifts according 
to the grace given us. If a man’s gift 
is prophecy, let him use it in propor-
tion to his faith. If it is serving, let 
him serve; if it is teaching, let him 
teach; if it is encouraging, let him 
encourage…” (Romans 12:6-8)

Simply put, that’s my point. This 
is the kind of knowledge that sepa-
rates “gonna” from “do.” 

May God bless and keep you al-
ways.

All things work together for good according 
to the lord and those who have been called 
according to his purpose.” –Romans 8:28. 

BY JAMES A. 
WASHINGTON

The Atlanta Voice

True faith requires action, so act accordingly

HEALTH

BY RENATA SAGO

For centuries, prophetic leaders 
have shared messages that came 
to them during their sleep. Sleep 
helps keep the mind, body and 
soul in balance. Once you reach re-
tirement age, it’s common to sleep 
between seven and nine hours, 
according to the National Institute 
of Health. An active sleep life sup-
ports:

• A good circadian rhythm
• A strong immune system
• A healthy heart
• Healthy digestion
• Mental clarity
• Dreams
• Relaxation
With aging, you may find your-

self waking up earlier, requiring 
naps during the day or taking lon-
ger to fall asleep. Be gentle with 
yourself, especially if you are tak-
ing supplements or medications 
that may affect your routines. Here 
are some common ways to improve 
your sleep habits:

Reduce your caffeine intake.
If you’re a coffee or caffeinated 

tea lover, then it’ll be difficult to 
completely free yourself from the 
grips of caffeine. It’s great for work 

productivity, but not so helpful in 
excess. Talk with a health special-
ist about how to balance your con-
sumption.

Exercise.
Exercise is relaxing. Do some 

deep breathing, yoga, or tai chi be-
fore you go to bed. These practices 

will help you ease into a slumber. 
Adjust your environment. 
How is the lighting in the area 

where you sleep? Is the tempera-
ture comfortable? Do noises in or 
outside your sleeping area affect 
you? Make changes where possible.

Create a sleep ritual. 

This can include treating your-
self to a face massage before rest, 
slipping into comfortable attire, 
and making sure that you have a 
glass of water near you (hydration 
is always helpful). It can also in-
clude telling yourself that you’ll be 
kind to your digestive system by 

avoiding a heavy meal right before 
slumber.

Take a break from the television 
and your phone.

Nowadays, you don’t have to stay 
up to watch a television series or a 
movie because so many programs 
are available on demand. If you’re 
setting the intention to get some 
sleep, then try to set a limit on how 
much tv you’ll watch beforehand 
or how much talking, texting, or 
scrolling you’ll do on your phone.

If you have trouble getting good 
sleep, track your sleep patterns 
as best as you can. Insomnia and 
sleep apnea are just a few disorders 
that affect people in their sleep. 
Talk to a professional about what 
your needs may be.

The Caregivers is a unique 
series focused on the challeng-
es and triumphs of caregiving. 
These stories have been created 
through a strategic partnership 
between AARP and Word In 
Black.

Even the Awakened Need Rest: The Essential Benefits of Sleep
Sleep helps keep the mind, body and soul in balance. Once you reach 
retirement age, it’s common to sleep between seven and nine hours.

Photo Credit iStock/katiafonti



15August 12 - 18, 2022www.theatlantavoice.com

CARE AND PROTECTION, TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS, SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION, 
DOCKET  NUMBER: 22CP0036BK, Trial Court of Massachusetts, Juvenile Court Department, 
COMMONWEALTH OF  MASSACHUSETTS, Plymouth County Juvenile Court, 215 Main Street, Suite 
270, Brockton, MA 02301 TO: Raymond Sutton: A petition has been presented to this court by DCF 
Brockton Office, seeking, as to  the following child, Amon R Sutton, that said child be found in need 
of care and protection and  committed to the Department of Children and Families. The court may 
dispense the rights of the  person(s) named herein to receive notice of or to consent to any legal 
proceeding affecting the  adoption, custody, or guardianship or any other disposition of the child 
named herein, if it finds that the  child is in need of care and protection and that the best interests of 
the child would be served by said  disposition.  
You are hereby ORDERED to appear in this court, at the court address set forth above, on the 
following  date and time: 09/22/2022 at 09:00 AM Status Hearing 
You may bring an attorney with you. If you have a right to an attorney and if the court determines 
that  you are indigent, the court will appoint an attorney to represent you.  
If you fail to appear, the court may proceed on that date and any date thereafter with a trial on the  
merits of the petition and an adjudication of this matter. 
For further information call the Office of the Clerk-Magistrate at 508-586-4030. WITNESS: Hon. 
Nicole Donovan, FIRST JUSTICE, Kathleen Baptiste, Clerk-Magistrate, DATE ISSUED:  07/15/2022

CLASSIFIEDSwww.theatlantavoice.com • August 12 - 18, 2022

NOTICE
FULTON COUNTY

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID
Sealed bids for 22ITB133739K-JAJ - Runway 
8/26 Re-Marking for the Fulton County 
Public Works Department, will be accepted by 
the Fulton County Department of Purchasing 
& Contract Compliance electronically through 
BidNet Direct at https://www.bidnetdirect.
com/georgia/fultoncounty, on Wednesday, 
September 7, 2022.
All bids submitted must be received no later 
than 11:00 a.m. local (Eastern) time on the 
stated date. Bids will be publicly opened and 
read at 11:15 a.m. on the stated due date via 
Zoom call.
Bid Bond: 5% Bid Bond Required.
Scope of Work: Fulton County, Georgia 
(“County”) The purpose of this project is to 
remark the Airport's primary Runway (Runway 
8/26). The limits of the work extend along the 
length and width of the runway paved surface 
and do not extend onto connecting
taxiways or runways. General scope items 
include cleaning existing runway markings 
and re-marking of these pavement markings. 
In order to obtain complete information 

about this solicitation, please click the link 
below where this document and supporting 
documents can be downloaded, https://www.
bidnetdirect.com/georgia/fultoncounty.

Fee: N/A
Term of Contract: Four (4) consecutive days.
A Pre-Bid Conference, will be held on 
Wednesday, August 17, 2022 at 11:00 a.m., 
local (Eastern) time, via Zoom call to provide 
bidders with information regarding the project 
and to address any questions.

Register in advance for this meeting:
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUkc-
msrzwoH9B8XJB672HzgrEIdhANQUCA

After registering, you will receive a 
confirmation email containing information 
about joining the meeting.
If you have any questions regarding this 
project please contact James A. Jones, APA, 
at Email: james.jones@fultoncountyga.
gov. Fulton County reserves the right to 
accept or reject any or all bids and to waive 
technicalities.

RENTAL

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

Rental Units
In The 

Mechanicsville
Peoplestown Area

Starting at 
2 Bdr 1Bth $750  

1Bdr 1Bth  $665
$45 Application Fee

Appliances Included  
Total Electric
Call Today:

 404.527.5465  EXT. 21 
www.summechcdc.org

RENTAL

SENIOR (62+)
 Spacious 1-Bedroom Affordable!  

Rent Based on Annual Income  
Amenities, Great Location,
 and Convenient to Marta 

Please call for detailed information 

(404) 586-9098

SENIOR (62+) HOUSING 
Now accepting Applications! 
Spacious 1-Bedroom 
Rent Based on Monthly Income 
Amenities & Convenient to Marta 
 
 
Call for detailed infor 
(404) 586-9098 
 

   

SENIOR (62+) HOUSING 
Now accepting Applications! 
Spacious 1-Bedroom 
Rent Based on Monthly Income 
Amenities & Convenient to Marta 
 
 
Call for detailed infor 
(404) 586-9098 
 

   

The Educators: 
Hamilton E. Homes 1941-1995 Lincoln Cemetery 
J.W. Robinson 1921-2008 Lincoln Cemetery 
Ruby Smith Robinson 1947-1965 South-View Cemetery 
Benjamin E. Mays 1894-1984 Morehouse College 
Donald Lee Hollowell 1917-2004 Westview Cemetery
  
The Industrialist: 
Alonzo Herdon 1858-1927 South-View Cemetery 
David T. Howard 1849-1935 South-View Cemetery 
Hermon Russell 1930-2014 South-View Cemetery 
Jesse Hill 1927-2012 South-View Cemetery 

The Major League: 
Theodore “Tiger” Flowers 1895-1927 Lincoln Cemetery 

Henry “Hank” Aaron 1934-2021 South-View Cemetery 
Alferd Fountain “Tup” Holmes 1917-1967 Lincoln Cemetery
 
The Reformers: 
Joseph E. Boone 1922-2006 Lincoln Cemetery 
Dorthy Lee Bolden 1923-2005 Lincoln Cemetery 
James Orange 1943-2008 Greenwood Cemetery 
Martin Luther “Daddy”King 1899-1984 and Alberta King 
1904-1974 South-View Cemetery 
George Alexander Towns 1870-1960 South-View Cemetery
 
Soul Food: 
Evelyn Frazier 1912-2007 South-View Cemetery 
Robert Paschal 1908-1997 and James Paschel 1920-2008  
Westview Cemetery 

PROMISE LAND Continued from page 6

"We are making a digital transformation
into a multi media news company with
the help of our donors and sponsors."

 
- Jim Washington, President

"We are making a digital transformation
into a multi media news company with
the help of our donors and sponsors."

 
- Jim Washington, President



16 August 12 - 18, 2022 www.theatlantavoice.com

This HBCU 
Talent Is
Bringing That 
Energy To
Discover The 
Unexpected
2022

ANTONIO ANDREWS II
Tuskegee
University

— 
CHEVROLET

CORPORATE FELLOW

RAZA EL
Tuskegee
University

— 
CHEVROLET

CORPORATE FELLOW

JEVON JAMESWHITE 
Howard

University
— 

CHEVROLET
CORPORATE FELLOW

ASHLEY MCJUNKIN  
Texas Southern 

University
— 

CHEVROLET
CORPORATE FELLOW

JVONTE ‘JAY’ MORRIS  
Prairie View A&M 

University
— 

CHEVROLET
CORPORATE FELLOW

MENRA MAPFUMO
Clark Atlanta

University
— 

NNPA FELLOW

ASIA ALEXANDER 
Howard

University
— 

NNPA FELLOW

FREDERICK HARRELL 
Grambling State 

University
— 

NNPA FELLOW

DERRELL GREEN  
Morehouse

College
— 

NNPA FELLOW

LEYHA WILLIAMS  
Howard

University
— 

NNPA FELLOW

LEALER SIMS  
Southern
University

— 
NNPA FELLOW

FOLLOW THE DTU FELLOWSHIP STUDENTS ON THEIR JOURNEY!
chevydtuverse.com

#ChevroletDTU

CHEVROLET & THE NNPA
ARE CHARGING FORWARD
WITH YOUNG TALENT!


