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Mayor Dickens creates 
$3.5 million grant for 

business owners

Atlanta Mayor Andre 
Dickens speaks 
during an event at the 
National Center for 
Civil and Human Rights 
on Friday, January 28, 
2022. (Photo by Itoro 
N. Umontuen/The 
Atlanta Voice.)
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TODAY

90º | 72º
A t-storm around 

in the p.m.
Mostly cloudy

SUNDAY

88º | 73º
An afternoon 
thunderstorm

SATURDAY

89º | 73º
A t-storm in the 

afternoon

MONDAY

85º | 72º

TUESDAY

85º | 73º
Mainly cloudy 
with a t-storm

Humid; a stray 
p.m. t-storm

WEDNESDAY

87º | 71º
An afternoon 
thunderstorm

THURSDAY

85º | 70º

Mayor Andre Dickens announces $3.5 million grant 
program to city’s small businesses and property owners

STAFF REPORT

M
ayor Andre Dickens an-
nounced the launch of a new 
$3.5 million grant program to 
support local small business-
es in Atlanta. Through the 

Commercial Property Improvement Grant pro-
gram (CPIG), small business owners are eligible 
to apply for grants of up to $50,000 for exterior 
and interior enhancements to their business.

The CPIG program is the second initiative 
that United Way of Greater Atlanta and Invest 
Atlanta have rolled out as a part of the Atlanta 
Open for Business Fund, supported by Wells 
Fargo. The fund is made possible by a $20 
million donation from Wells Fargo to help the 
owners of Atlanta small businesses own more 
of their businesses’ assets—including property 
and equipment—and fund physical upgrades 
to their facilities.

“Atlanta’s small businesses are the backbone 
of our economy and the primary job creators 
in our communities,” said Mayor Andre Dick-

ens. “Providing funding assistance for capital 
improvements and the purchasing of assets 
affords small businesses the breathing room 
needed to grow, become more resilient and pro-
vide more hiring opportunities. The CPIG is not 
just an investment in our business communi-
ty—it is an investment in our people.”

Awardees must provide a match of at least 10 
percent of the grant award and hold a current 
City of Atlanta business license. Commercial 
properties must be smaller than 15,000 square 
feet and at least 10 years old. Small businesses 
who own or rent their commercial property are 
eligible to apply. Businesses that lease space 
must have a minimum of one year remaining 
on their lease and document approval from the 
property owner.

“Thanks to Wells Fargo, this program will 
make another investment in Atlanta’s small 
business community, providing grant dollars to 
help small businesses make improvements to 
their properties that can help increase business 
and weather economic uncertainties,” said Dr. 

Eloisa Klementich, president and CEO of Invest 
Atlanta. “Ultimately, we want to ensure that 
more businesses in the city, including those in 
disinvested areas, have the resources they need 
to prosper.”

“The Commercial Property Improvement 
Grant program will help small businesses 
across the City of Atlanta upgrade their prop-
erties to stay competitive in the marketplace so 
they continue to convert increased income into 
wealth,” said Milton Little, president and CEO 
of United Way of Greater Atlanta.

Grants are intended for improvements that 
will visually enhance property and meet the fol-
lowing guidelines:

• Exterior improvements can include paint-
ing, lighting, windows, doors, signage, etc.

•  Interior improvements should significantly 
enhance the customer and employee experi-
ence, such as flooring, walls and ceiling up-
grades, HVAC, water heater, plumbing, electri-
cal, and other systems repairs, etc.

Grant awardees will be selected by Invest 

Atlanta with a focus on supporting equitable 
economic development in the city and creating 
opportunities for more minority-owned small 
businesses to build wealth and prosper. 

Invest Atlanta’s Community Development 
team will host a live webinar on the Commer-
cial Property Improvement Grant, part of the 
Atlanta Open for Business fund on Aug. 9, at 
8 a.m. and 6 p.m. To register for the webinar, 
visit www.investatlanta.com/events. To learn 
more about and apply for Commercial Proper-
ty Improvement Grants, small business owners 
should visit www.investatlanta.com/cpig.

Earlier this year in June, United Way and In-
vest Atlanta successfully launched the Atlanta 
Recovery Loan Program (ARLP) that provides 3 
percent interest loans to small businesses inter-
ested in acquiring property and other business 
assets.

United Way and Invest Atlanta will distribute 
the Atlanta Open for Business Fund as a mix of 
grants and loan programs with a focus on Black-
owned and other diverse-owned businesses.

Mayor Dickens, in conjunction with the Commercial Property Improvement Grant program (CPIG), has created opportunities for business owners to apply for grants of up to $50,000 . 
(photo by Itoro N. Umontuen/The Atlanta Voice)
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BY CRAIG ALLEN BROWN
Managing Editor
The Atlanta Voice

O
n Saturday, supporters of Con-
gressman John Lewis and his 
legacy gathered at the John 
Lewis HERO mural for an event 
called Reimagine the Legacy: 

Honoring Congressman John Lewis. The 
purpose of the event was to promote reflec-
tion, learning, celebration, and action cen-
tered around Lewis and his 80-year fight for 
equality.

Among the many distinguished visitors 
that attended the event were City of Atlanta 
Mayor Andre Dickens, former mayor Shirley 
Franklin, city council president Doug Ship-
man, Central Atlanta Progress president A.J. 
Robinson, Lewis’ co-biographer and con-
gressional aide Andrew Aydin, WABE jour-
nalist Rose Scott and LaTocha from the R&B 
group Xscape.

The event began with comments by Dick-
ens, Scott, Aydin and Congresswoman Nike-
ma Williams’ Constituent Services Manager, 
Jared McKinley. LaTocha later performed a 
stirring rendition of Xscape’s hit song “Who 
Can I Run To,” which she dedicated to Lew-
is. The event closed with the toll of a bell 80 

times, signifying the 80 years of Lewis’ life.
Scott kicked off the event by focusing on 

Lewis’ humility, compassion and rare pro-
pensity to always do the right thing.

“I know Congressman Lewis did not worry 
about his legacy,” Scott said. “What he want-

ed was to leave something inside of people 
to carry on the passion, the fight, the desire, 
and that’s what today is all about.”

Dickens then discussed the congressman’s 
effect on his life, and on the lives of so many 
others. Mayor Dickens placed a great amount 

of emphasis and reverence on Lewis’ efforts 
to fight for civil rights, a fight which lasted for 
over 60 years.

“He was always a light in peoples’ lives,” 
said Dickens. “As I spoke to him three days 
before his passing, he still said, ‘Young broth-
er, keep the faith and keep up the fight. All 
the way to the end.’ That was his message.

“It’s not simply enough to memorialize 
Congressman Lewis,” Dickens continued. 
“We truly have to step up and emulate and 
model his actions, getting into good trouble.”

As an ongoing tribute to Lewis after the 
rededication ceremony, several local busi-
nesses offered free products or services to 
acknowledge Lewis’ contributions not only 
to the city of Atlanta, but his contributions 
worldwide.

Central Atlanta Progress partnered with 
Brandshoppe to launch the event, which will 
take place annually. Nikki Barjon, the head 
of Brandshoppe, says she is empowered by 
Lewis’ legacy, and was honored to bring the 
event to life.

“[His legacy] means everything,” Barjon 
said. “I’m doing what I love to do because of 
people like John Lewis. This is not an event 
for me; this is a labor of love, because it’s our 
responsibility to carry on the legacy.”

LOCAL

Central Atlanta Progress hosts ‘Reimagine the Legacy: 
Honoring Congressman John Lewis’

FILE - Former Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga., testifies on Capitol Hill in Washington on Jan. 11, 2017. 
New York’s governor signed the John R. Lewis Voting Rights Act, named after the late civil 
rights activist who represented Georgia in the U.S. House, into law Monday, June 20, 2022, 
intended to prevent local officials from enacting rules that might suppress people’s voting 
rights because of their race. (AP Photo/Cliff Owen, File)
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VOICES
"We will not march back to what was. We move to what shall be, a country that 

is bruised, but whole. Benevolent, but bold. Fierce and free."
— AMANDA GORMAN

With gun violence and police reform on the ballot, 
Black voters need to turn out in November
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Even in a midterm year, voter turnout is critical to ensure we do what we can to make our communities safer.

BY DENISE ROLARK BARNES

W
hile right-wing 
conservatives 
celebrate their 
long-fought vic-
tory to overturn 

women’s reproductive rights to pro-
tect the life of an unborn child, liber-
al lawmakers continue to drag their 
feet by engaging in infighting over 
proposed gun laws aimed at protect-
ing every American in danger of los-
ing their lives in a mass shooting or 
gun-related violence. 

The desperate response by way of 
legislation addressing gun violence 
and banning access to assault weap-
ons used in more than 314 mass 
shootings this year couldn’t get a 
vote this week. 

House Democrats failed to com-
promise on gun laws that would also 
address funding for law enforce-
ment and hold gun manufacturers 
civilly liable.

In June, President Biden signed 
the Safer Communities Act, a bipar-
tisan bill that would prevent dan-
gerous individuals from accessing 
weapons and increase funding for 
mental health programs.  The bill 
adds convicted domestic violence 
abusers in dating relationships to 
the National Instant Criminal Back-
ground Check System (NICS), and 
gun buyers under 21 will have to wait 
up to three days while their juvenile 
and mental health records, along 
with state databases and local law 
enforcement records, are reviewed. 
Lastly, the bill provides $250 million 
to fund community-based violence 
prevention initiatives.

President Biden said at a White 
House ceremony commemorating 
the passage of the SCA, “We have 
finally moved that mountain — a 
mountain of opposition, obstruc-
tion, and indifference that has stood 
in the way and stopped every effort 
at gun safety for 30 years in this na-
tion.” He noted that no gun legisla-
tion has passed through Congress in 

30 years, yet he added, “This legisla-
tion is real progress, but more has to 
be done.” 

Despite the mass shooting in 
Uvalde, Texas, by an 18-year-old re-
portedly nicknamed “school shoot-
er” who took the lives of 19 children 
and two teachers on May 24 — and, 
weeks earlier, in Buffalo, New York, 
a supermarket mass shooting by an 
18-year-old white supremacist who 
took the lives of 11 people — Con-
gress has not instituted a ban on 
assault weapons despite outcries 
across the country to do so.

Politics and the threat of not being 
reelected in the fall midterm elec-
tions is the stalemate that appears 
to preclude lawmakers from taking 
the necessary measures Americans 
are demanding right now. Mea-
sures would address the redirecting 

funding for police, police reform, 
and most critically, a ban on assault 
weapons, including those used in 
the Uvalde, Buffalo, and most mass 
shootings.

Black lawmakers, particular-
ly members of the Congressional 
Black Caucus, expressed to House 
leadership that any package, in-
cluding funds for police, must have 
legislative language that holds law 
enforcement accountable in cases 
of police brutality, according to The 
Washington Post.

Sentiments of the CBC were ex-
pressed in a statement released by 
CBC Chair Joyce Beatty (D-OH) fol-
lowing the killing of Jayland Walk-
er. She wrote, “Far too many Black 
people in America are killed at the 
hands of police during alleged traf-
fic violations, and we cannot remain 
silent. This is not an acceptable out-
come, and we can no longer afford 
to be merely outraged and heartbro-
ken. While we have seen action on 
police reform in recent months, it is 
clear there is more work to do.” 

House Democrats appear opti-
mistic that the proposed gun mea-
sures will be voted on in August 
when Congress returns from re-
cess. But there remains the political 
tightrope many are walking on to 
gain enough votes among their col-
leagues seeking reelection against 
those who will attempt to character-
ize them as soft on crime.

It’s a similar dilemma faced by 
Black communities across the coun-
try that have witnessed an increase 
in violent gun-related crimes and 
are calling for more police presence, 
juxtaposed to the threat of police 
that lack proper training and take 
the lives of young Black men and 
women unnecessarily. 

This is why voter participation is 
essential in the upcoming midterm 
elections. Those who would instead 
not put in place stronger gun laws 
and police reform measures have 
the loudest voices and decide what 

lawmakers will vote on. 
If this year’s primaries indicate 

the voter outcome in November, the 
level of participation has been de-
scribed as “lackluster” and “dismal.” 
In D.C., alone, where the highest 
seat is the mayor and the non-voting 
member of Congress, less than 20% 
cast their ballots on June 21. Media 
reports indicate that the range of 
voter participation in the recent pri-
maries ranged from 18% to 25%.

Answering the call to increase 
Black voter turnout this fall sig-
nificantly is a coalition of 50 Black 
organizations calling the effort the 
National Unity 2022 Black Voting 
and Power Building Campaign, or 
Unity 22. National and local Black-
led groups will be galvanizing their 
constituencies to outdo the 2018 
voter turnout numbers and to do so 
by recognizing and fighting against 
many new laws put in place to sup-
press the Black vote.

Gun violence and police reform 
are among the host of issues facing 
elected officials, but a vote institut-
ing stronger gun laws and a ban on 
assault weapons is needed now to 
save lives. The way to secure these 
laws so that Americans will feel safe 
in their homes and on the streets is 
to relentlessly express to our poli-
ticians what we want and that they 
will have our backs at the polls on 
election day this fall if they deliver. 
We must speak bolder and louder 
than others who want to protect the 
rights of gun owners and police over 
the citizens victimized by both.

Unity 22 is a coalition of leaders of 
Black-led organizations. Still, it is a 
collective of all registered and eligi-
ble voters who register to participate 
in the November mid-term elec-
tions. It means we each must bring 
one or many to the polls to support 
those candidates who support what 
we want because we’ve told them 
and, in turn, have promised to de-
liver.

This is what democracy looks like!

Activist holding Black Voters Mat-
ter sign on Election Day 2020. 
Photograph courtesy of Wikime-
dia Commons.
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ACDC to lease space to Fulton County 
BY STAFF REPORT

The City of Atlanta and Fulton 
County have reached an agreement 
to temporarily lease up to 700 beds 
from the Atlanta City Detention 
Center to alleviate severe over-
crowding in Fulton County facil-
ities. The four-year agreement is 
subject to approval by both the At-
lanta City Council and the Fulton 
County Board of Commissioners in 
the coming weeks.

Mayor Andre Dickens is addi-
tionally announcing his intention 
to work with the Atlanta City Coun-
cil to repurpose the Atlanta City 
Detention Center following the end 
of the lease agreement.

“As I have continually supported 
since my time on the Atlanta City 
Council, I remain committed to 
fully repurposing the ACDC facil-
ity for non-incarceration purpos-
es,” Mayor Dickens said. “But we 
are also confronted by a real and 
immediate crisis of overcrowding 
at the Fulton County Jail. Many of 
these detainees are Atlanta resi-

dents, and our conscience calls us 
to act. This temporary lease agree-
ment will allow the City of Atlanta 
to play a role in alleviating this hu-
manitarian crisis and provide the 

time necessary for Fulton County 
to develop and implement a long-
term solution.”

Fulton County Sheriff Patrick La-
bat has described overcrowding at 

Fulton County’s Rice Street Jail as a 
crisis that has left detainees having 
to sleep on the ground.

The City of Atlanta and Fulton 
County intend to enter into an 

agreement to lease up to 700 beds 
from the Atlanta City Detention 
Center to Fulton County for no 
more than four years. The agree-
ment will see the transfer of ap-
proximately 250 inmates from the 
Fulton County Jail annex in Union 
City and up to approximately 450 
low- to medium-custody level de-
tainees from other facilities.

Atlanta’s work to develop and 
open the Center for Diversion and 
Services as part of the repurpose 
of the ACDC property is on track 
to open in 2023 and will be unaf-
fected by this agreement. The Ad-
ministration will also soon release 
a Request for Information to seek 
proposals for alternative uses of 
the building at the end of the lease 
agreement with Fulton County.

Mayor Dickens intends to in-
vest revenue from the agreement 
in public safety, diversion services 
and homelessness services that are 
priorities of the administration.

Fulton County Jail is seen Tuesday, April 2, 2013, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/David Goldman)

EDUCATION

Kandi Cares Foundation hosts back-to-school 
giveaway
BY TIANA ALLEN

On Saturday, Kandi Burruss and The Kan-
di Cares Foundation partnered with Goodr, 
Nouveau Bar & Grill and The Gardner Trial 
Attorneys to host a back-to-school giveaway. 
With book bags full of supplies including pa-
per, binders, pens, pencils and even snack 
packs supplied by Goodr, each family walked 
away with a wealth of resources in anticipa-
tion of the upcoming school year.

Burruss’ foundation, Kandi Cares, has 
worked to provide resources to single-parent 
homes since 2012. Burress stated that she 
started her organization because she knows 
first-hand what it’s like to be in need. “I come 
from a single-parent household. I watched 
my mother raise two children by herself and 
at one point, when I got older, I was a single 
parent myself. With that, I had to learn that 
even though you are doing well for yourself 
you still need a village. 

“This is what Kandi Cares is here for. Kan-
di Cares steps in and becomes the co-parent 
for single-family households. We provide 
college assistance, school supplies, do food 
drives during the holidays, we’ve even pro-
vided several months of rental assistance to 
select families.”

Because of the current state of the econo-
my, Burruss detailed how she would like to 
assist those in need. 

“This is a very different time in our coun-
try than most,” she said. “What I would like 
to do is develop a program that might assist 
those who are living below the poverty level 
in finding a way to get out of being “stuck” in 
the system. I’d like to have funding for rent-
al assistance and support my community in 
creating opportunities to save for things like 
starting a business, buying a home, etc.”  

Burruss’ partner in this initiative, Goodr 
founder and CEO Jasmine Crowe, is not only 
a good friend, but also a mentor. “Jasmine 
helped me launch the events that we do 
through Kandi Cares before she even started 
Goodr. ” Burruss said that after Goodr was es-
tablished, the two remained connected, often 
supporting each other’s initiatives. “Aside 
from the back-to-school giveaways that we 
do together, my restaurants [Old Lady Gang 
and Blaze Steak & Seafood], contribute to Go-
odr’s food surplus drives, and Goodr helps 
make sure they distribute food to families. 
Even when there aren’t enough people to 
give to, Goodr helps source them out.”

Myesha Thornton, who serves as proj-

ect coordinator for Goodr, said that Goodr 
partners with Kandi Cares for philanthropic 
events about 3-4 times per year. “We try to go 
into Atlanta areas that seem to have the most 
need and tackle as much as we can,” Thorn-
ton said. “With other partners such as Nou-
veau Bar & Grill, The Gardner Trial Attorneys 
and The City of East Point, we are happy to 
consistently host this event.”

Thornton also shared more of Goodr’s ini-
tiatives, such as hunger relief drives, pop-up 
markets (that give families up to 40 lb. of 
food), disaster relief, and even creating the 
first Goodr Grocery School at Ronald E. Mc-
Nair Middle School. 

“These grocery stores are fully sponsored 
for people in need to come and shop for food 
and clothes for free, “ Thornton said.

Thornton also discussed Goodr’s plans 
to “push, lean on sponsors and continue to 
tackle food insecurity.”

For more information on the Kandi Cares 
Foundation and Goodr, visit http://kandi-
cares.org/ and https://goodr.co/, respectively.

Kandi Burruss' Kandi Cares teamed up with 
Goodr, Nouveau Bar & Grill and The Gardner 
Trial Attorneys to donate essential school 
supplies to 500 families on Saturday (Photo 
by Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP).
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BY ANN HILL BOND 

As Clayton County students re-
turned to school on Wednesday, 
August 3, 2022, the administra-
tion has not forgotten the tragedy 
of The Uvalde Massacre that has 
changed school safety nationally. 

Teachers greet their students as 
parents walk their children in the 
school building across the district 
and face the unwavering concern 
of returning home safely. Many 
precautions are implemented in 
Clayton County. One program, 
"The Village on Patrol," is set to be 
a progressive way to engage fami-
lies across the district.    

According to Shakira Brown 
Rice, Clayton County Public 
Schools Director of community & 
employee engagement, the Village 
on Patrol program is an integrat-
ed approach to enhancing school 
safety. "We are very excited about 
the launch of this initiative," Rice, 
a former CCPS principal, said 
during the first open house for the 
program Tuesday, July 26. The lis-
tening and questions session was 
held at Jonesboro High School, 
and dozens of parents and coun-
ty educators attended it. "When 
schools succeed, communities suc-
ceed," Rice said.

Clayton County Public Schools 
proposes five to six parent vol-
unteers at each county's sixty-six 
schools, along with the 2021-2022 
clear back bags policy. Clayton 
County Public School Adminis-
trators feel The Village on Patrol 
program is a movement for the 
district, especially with the current 
uptick in guns and weapons on 
Clayton County campuses. 

Clayton County Police Depart-
ment Sgt. Derek McClendon, also 
in attendance at The Village On 
Patrol (VOP) program information-
al meeting, addressed the crowd 

about safety precautions and the 
responsibilities of volunteering 
for the program. A 29-year law en-
forcement veteran, McClendon, 
said of the initial turnout, "It helps 
us out because teachers have to 
teach, and we can't be everywhere 
in the school, so now we have an 
extra set of eyes."

The extra set of adult eyes 
throughout the schools will help 
the school establish a village tone 
that the program is named after, 
Rice said. "When you're working 
with children in the school setting, 
relationships are so significant," 

she said. Parent-volunteers will 
report to the school principal and 
be asked to assist schools in several 
ways, including field trips, hallway 
and recess monitors, and during 
arrival and dismissals. 

The program will not replace the 
school safety officers and is free to 
participate; parents and guardians 
must complete preliminary paper-
work and a level three background 
check. Additionally, volunteers 
must also be at least 21 years old. 
The same safety training conduct-
ed by the Department of Safety and 
Security guards will also be given to 

the Patrol parent-volunteers. Upon 
finishing training, each participant 
will report to their assigned school 
with a program T-shirt and badge 
with a help button that they can 
press if needed. 

Clayton County Public Schools 
are still accepting applications for 
Village Patrol volunteers; and will 
host more informational sessions 
in the coming weeks. For more 
details, please contact Ms. Shaki-
ra Rice via email at shakira.rice@
clayton.K12.ga.us.

BY CRAIG ALLEN BROWN
Managing Editor
The Atlanta Voice

Northwestern Mutual, in part-
nership with gener8tor, a venture 
capital fund and startup accel-
erator, recently announced the 
addition of five tech startups to 
its Black Founder Accelerator 
program. One of these startups 
is Atlanta-based Pruuvn, a cre-
dentialing and data trust compa-
ny run by Bryan Hobbs. Pruuvn 
leverages blockchain technology 
to develop tools to empower the 
gig economy.

Northwestern Mutual’s Black 
Founder Accelerator (NMBFA) 
program is an initiative that pro-
vides targeted resources and fi-
nancing to promising Black entre-
preneurs nationwide.

“This next class of five startups 
builds upon the success of the 10 
founders we were proud to team 

up with in 2021. This group was se-
lected based on their unique busi-
ness models and drive to build 
tech solutions that help people 
live longer, better, and healthier 
lives across multiple areas of fo-
cus, including financial services, 
insurance, and digital health,” 
said Craig Schedler, managing 
director of Northwestern Mutu-
al Future Ventures. “With such 
positive momentum coming from 
last year’s cohorts, including 115 
investor introductions and more 
than 100 full-time employees 
supported by the 10 startups, I’m 
both excited to see how this group 
of founders will make a positive 
impact in their communities and 
honored to be a part of a compa-
ny that continues to meaningfully 
support Black entrepreneurship.”

Black founders receive less 
than 1% of venture capital. As an 
extension of Northwestern Mu-

tual’s Sustained Action for Racial 
Equity (SARE) Task Force, the 
initiative is designed to help ad-

dress this racial wealth gap. The 
Black Founder Accelerator pro-
gram provides those selected with 
a $100,000 investment, a 12-week 
business training program, access 
to venture capital partners and 
Northwestern Mutual mentors 
and more.

“Northwestern Mutual con-
tinues to drive our commitment 
toward diversity, equity and in-
clusion, with a focus on the Black 
and African American commu-
nity,” said Abim Kolawole, vice 
president – financial planning 
excellence and strategy at North-
western Mutual. "Through tar-
geting the funding gap for Black 
entrepreneurs, our Black Founder 
Accelerator is designed to rein-
force an ecosystem that provides 
an even greater ripple effect on 
the next generation and beyond.”

"We are both honored and ea-
ger to welcome this year’s Black 

Founder Accelerator startups 
into our portfolio,” said Precious 
Drew, senior managing director 
of the Northwestern Mutual Black 
Founder Accelerator, powered by 
gener8tor. “This partnership with 
Northwestern Mutual directly 
supports Black founders nation-
ally by providing important re-
sources, mentorship and funding 
these innovative entrepreneurs 
might otherwise not have had 
access to. We look forward to see-
ing how they continue to develop 
their unique solutions.”

The NMBFA is a joint collab-
oration between Northwestern 
Mutual and gener8tor to advance 
Black tech startups based in the 
United States focused on fintech, 
insurtech, digital health and data 
analytics. gener8tor is the admin-
istrator of the 12-week accelera-
tor that runs two cohorts of five 
Black-led tech startups a year.

BUSINESS

Northwestern Mutual‘s Black Founder Accelerator 
provides resources to Atlanta-based Pruuvn

Bryan Hobbs, the CEO of Atlan-
ta-based Pruuven and participant 
in Northwestern Mutual's Black 
Founder Accelerator program (pho-
to courtesy of Julie Dohearty).

EDUCATION

CCPS Director of Community & Employee Engagement Shakira Brown Rice speaks to parents at Jonesboro High School, July 26. Photo by Donnell 
Suggs/The Atlanta Voice

Clayton County Schools debuts "Village on patrol" program 
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Questions/ Concerns?
Please call the 

CORE Registration Hotline 
at (678)218-6539 

or visit us at 
https://curogram.com/2rtk6f90

Free COVID-19 Vaccinations
EVERY Thursday from 10:00 AM
- 2:00 PM 
 * Subject to change, please call (404)
688-9202 to ensure dates

1st, 2nd Dose, & Booster 
COVID
vaccines (Pfizer, J&J and
Moderna)

Current resident of Fulton
County

Must provide identification,
when available

Insurance NOT required

Offering: 

Requirements: 

WALK-INS AVAILABLE

WEEKLY COVID-19 VACCINATION CLINIC
Center for Black Women's Wellness 

Scan the QR code 
to get registered 

now

Up to $100 
Giftcard 
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SPORTS

'She wanted this for more than 20 years:' Jackie Robinson 
Museum opens in NYC

BY MENRA MAPFUMO
Chevy DTU NNPA Fellow

N
ew York- 
On July 
26 in New 
York, after 
years of 

anticipation and fundrais-
ing, the founder of the Jack-
ie Robinson Foundation and 
the wife of the late Jackie 
Robinson, Rachel Robinson, 
opened the Jackie Robinson 
Museum.

The museum will educate 
visitors by showcasing the 
life, legacy, and accomplish-
ments of Jackie and Rachel 
Robinson, and not just their 
role in transforming Ameri-
ca’s pastime, but their social 
justice activism.

The museum is one of a 

kind as it is the only Civil 
Rights museum in New York 
City.

At 100 years old, Rachel 
Robinson was able to attend 
and cut the ribbon in front 
of a crowd of several hun-
dred which included her two 
remaining children, Sharon 
and David Robinson, and 
many of her grandchildren. 

Jackie Robinson Foun-
dation CEO Della Britton 
described what she wants 
young people to get out of 
the museum. “We want them 
to become knowledgeable 
about Jackie Robinson and 
Rachel Robinson and their 
legacy. We want them to be 
inspired by that. We want 
them to learn from the chal-
lenges Jackie had, from strat-

egies he had for how to create 
change.”

She continued, “He spent 
his entire life working to close 
the achievement gap to get 
a level playing field. So, we 
want them to learn the story 
and then we want them to 
be inspired to continue the 
work, and to create a society 
that is more just.”

Former United States At-
torney General Eric Holder 
shared how Jackie Robinson 
inspired him while growing 
up in New York City. “Jackie 
Robinson was a hero of mine. 
Jackie Robinson was the key 
to my interest in the Brook-
lyn Dodgers. The first team to 
integrate. You could not be a 
young Black man in New York 
without rooting for the Dodg-

ers. To see this museum, it is 
the culmination of recogni-
tion that I think he deserved. 
I think this is not only a tes-
tament to the past, it is also 
a call to people to be engaged 
in the future in the way that 
Jackie and Rachel want.”

New York City Mayor Eric 
Adams expressed how he felt 
about the impact Jackie Rob-
inson had on his life. “Just 
the belief that because some-
thing seems impossible, it is 
possible. We cannot always 
find the safest pathway. He 
just inspired me.” 

Major League Baseball 
Players Association Executive 
Director Tony Clark and Vice 
President of the MLB Players 
Alliance C.C. Sabathia, gave 
their opinions on what needs 

to be done to get more African 
Americans back on the play-
ing field, and as managers 
and owners. 

Clark said, “There is a long 
answer and a lot of moving 
pieces. As it relates to owner-
ship, as it relates to manage-
ment, those are decisions that 
ownership and management 
are going to have to make. We 
are hopeful that at some point 
in time the light will indeed 
come on and the folks that are 
making decisions on that side 
of the equation will appreci-
ate the value of a more diverse 
ownership group and a more 
diverse management group.”

Sabathia added, “That is a 
big issue. That is [The Play-
ers Alliance’s] big mission, to 
get kids back playing. When I 

was playing I thought the kids 
were not playing baseball, 
but that is not true. Kids are 
playing baseball at a high clip, 
especially in our community. 
We just got to give them more 
opportunities.” 

Sabathia shined a light on 
Major League Baseball’s de-
velopment programs like the 
Hank Aaron Invitational and 
Elite Development Invita-
tional. Sabathia mentioned 
some of the players draft-
ed this year that came up 
through those programs. 

He said, “It is just about 
making [the programs] bigger 
and expanding and doing a 
better job of identifying those 
kids that want to play base-
ball.”

New York Yankees Gener-

Spectators and media, including acclaimed director Spike Lee (center, blue cap) gather outside the Jackie Robinson Museum in late July. Photos by Menra Mapfumo/The Atlanta Voice
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al Manager Brian Cashman, 
an admitted Brooklyn Dodg-
ers fan while growing up in 
Rockville Center, also spoke 
about what the opening of 
the museum meant to him. 
“The Yankees were there for 
the beginning and we have 
stepped up. [Former Yankees 
Owner George Steinbrenner] 
had a great relationship with 
Rachel Robinson. It means 
everything.”  

On Robinson, Cashman 
said, “He was a game chang-
er. We celebrate his life, his 
impact, and obviously a lot 
more work to be done. He is 
a pillar of hope and strength 
for so many. To remind us 
of where we were, but also 
where we need to keep going. 
It is a pleasure to be here for 
the opening. It is my trade 
deadline, but when it is Jack-
ie Robinson you stop every-
thing and come.” 

Director Spike Lee and au-
thor Howard Bryant talked 
about what most impressed 

them about the museum and 
what the opening meant to 
them. 

 “This is something that 
the queen Rachel Robinson 
wanted for her husband and 
herself,” Lee said. “This is a 
place where this should be 
one of the top museums, not 
just in New York City, not just 
in Washington D.C., but the 
United States of America. You 
cannot underestimate the 
significance, the importance, 
of Jackie Robinson. April 14, 
1947, is a delineation, the day 
Jackie Robinson broke the 
color barrier, and it is one of 
the greatest days in the histo-
ry of this country.”

“That is what it means,” 
Lee added.  

“It means more than I can 
say,” Bryant said. “The thing 
that means most to me is that 
Rachel is here to see it. To 
be able to see a vision come 
through. She's wanted this 
for more than 20 years and 
to be able to see it with your 

own two eyes, it brings you to 
tears. It is really special.”

Howard commended the 
collective effort it took to 
bring the museum project to 
life. “The number of people 
who were committed to make 
this happen, it tells you how 
important this is and it tells 
you how when you are real-
ly committed to something 
worthwhile see it through, 
“ Bryant said. “You fight for 
it. You make sure that every-
body else around you builds 
you up. This is a testament 
to Jackie’s commitment, Ra-
chel’s commitment, to the 
commitment of everybody 
who wanted to see this hap-
pen and now it is here.”

Photographs of a young Robinson during his legendary career in Brooklyn decorate the 
walls of the museum

Plenty of memorabilia, including Robinson’s glove, jacket and cap, are on display at the 
museum in New York City.

An original Brooklyn Dodgers jersey worn by Jackie Robinson is prominently featured in 
the museum of his name. 
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LOCAL

National Night Out Hosted in Mechanicsville for NPU-V 

National Night Out is an annual community building cam-
paign that celebrates the partnership and collaboration be-
tween the neighborhood and the police.  It has been proven that 
building a relationship between the entities makes neighbor-
hood safer and promotes caring among the residents and low 
enforcement. It also provides an environment to build a sense 
of community and affords the opportunity to bring the police 
and the residents together in a non-threatening and positive 
environment.  National Night Out is celebrated in thousands of 
communities across all 50 states.  

NPU-V took this opportunity to not only celebrate communi-
ties but to all distribute Back to School items to the students in 
the communities of Summerhill, Mechanicsville, Peoplestown, 
Pittsburgh and Adair Park.

Photos by Ron Carson

Pictured in the photo from Left to right:  Antonio Lewis, Councilman District 12, Stephanie Flowers, NPU-V Chairwoman, Watrina Watkins, Outreach Coordinator- Center for Black 
Women’s Wellness, David Holder, President of Mechanicsville Civic Association, Columbus Ward, Vice Chair, NPU-V, Jason Winston, Council Member-District 1,  Liliana Bakhtiari- Coun-
cilwoman District 5,  Cheryl Bennett, Assistant to Councilman Jason Winston.
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ENTERTAINMENT

BY MELISSA ALONSO, SHAWN NOT-
TINGHAM AND THERESA WALDROP | 
CNN

(CNN) — The Atlanta music festival Music 
Midtown, which draws tens of thousands of 
concertgoers and blockbuster musicians each 
year, “will no longer be taking place this year,” 
organizers announced in a tweet Monday.

Though the organizers did not cite a reason 
for calling off the festival, various media re-
ports citing industry and festival sources said 
the cancellation was due to a recent interpre-
tation of Georgia’s gun law, which permits fire-
arms in public spaces, including parks.

Weapons and explosives of any kind are pro-
hibited at the festival, according to its website. 
Gun rights advocates had mounted a pressure 
campaign against that position, calling into 
question the festival’s ability to restrict fire-
arms since Georgia allows guns to be carried in 
parks.

Sources with knowledge of the cancellation 
decision by operator Live Nation who spoke 
to Rolling Stone cited Georgia gun laws as the 
reason.

Georgia gun advocate Phil Evans told CNN 
he emailed festival organizers in May, appris-

ing them of Georgia gun laws and a Georgia Su-
preme Court case dealing with guns in which 
he was a party. Evans said he also asked the 
City of Atlanta to deny a permit to Live Nation 

for Music Midtown, given the festival’s ban on 
firearms.

In the email dated May 13, Evans asked the 
city to deny the permit for “as they have public-

ly stated an intent to violate settled state law.”
“The City of Atlanta should respect state law 

and uphold it when dealing with entities that 
make use of tax-payer owned properties that 
wish to make money from such usage, or even 
otherwise,” the email said.

The event slated for September 17 and 18 in 
Piedmont Park was canceled “due to circum-
stances beyond our control,” said the organiz-
er’s tweet.

The music festival was set to feature a “di-
verse lineup of over 30 artists across 4 stages,” 
including My Chemical Romance, Future, Jack 
White and Fall Out Boy among others, accord-
ing to the festival website.

“We were looking forward to reuniting in 
September and hope we can all get back to 
enjoying the festival together again soon,” the 
organizers said.

Atlanta City Council President Doug Ship-
man said it was a “sad day” after the cancella-
tion was announced.

“Public policy has real impacts and in this 
case- economic and social implications on a 
great tradition,” Shipman tweeted.

Ticket refunds will be processed automati-
cally within the next 24 hours, organizers said.

Atlanta’s Music Midtown festival canceled, 
reportedly due to state’s gun laws

General crowd atmosphere during the 2013 Music Midtown Festival at Piedmont Park on Sep-
tember 20, 2013 in Atlanta, Georgia. (Photo by Chris McKay/WireImage/Getty Images)

BUSINESS

Southside’s Atlanta Motor Speedway wants to 
make a pitch for Music Midtown
STAFF REPORT

Henry County, Ga. - One of Atlanta’s most 
popular music festivals has been canceled and 
House Bill 60 otherwise known as the Safe Car-
ry Protection Act may be to blame. 

A private venue on the southside with more 
than enough space for the festival, necessary  
parking and room for the stages it takes to host 
a massive musical event wants to make a pitch 
for 

Sources tell The Atlanta Voice officials at 
Atlanta Motor Speedway, the home of two an-
nual Nascar Cup Series races, AMA Monster 
Energy Supercross and the Georgia State Fair, 
among other events that cater to large crowds, 
are making a pitch for Music Midtown, which 
would at least keep the event in the state of 
Georgia.

Live Nation Entertainment, the parent com-
pany of Music Midtown, which was scheduled 
to take place the weekend of September 17-18 
in Piedmont Park, announced via its Twitter 
account Monday morning that the annual fes-
tival was canceled “due to circumstances be-
yond our control.”

Many reports, both from local publications 
and national, have credited unnamed sourc-

es with blaming the cancellation on Georgia’s 
unrestricted gun laws. Piedmont Park is public 
property and thus Live Nation and any other 
concert, festival or event promoter is prohib-
ited from restricting spectators from carrying 
guns in the state of Georgia.

That is of course unless the festival is held at 
a private venue. 

Speedway Motorsports, LLC owns and oper-
ates the Atlanta Motor Speedway and thus can 
prohibit guns from being brought into the ven-
ue despite the law. 

What’s in it for Live Nation
Though not exactly in Midtown, Atlanta Mo-

tor Speedway could allow for nearly 100,000 
or more fans to attend a festival. The bonus of 
being on the I-75 corridor will most certainly 
be a part of any pitch to Live Nation or other 
concert and festival promoters.

Nascar races at Atlanta Motor Speedway av-
erage anywhere from 70,000 to 120,000-plus 
spectators.  

Music Midtown was slated to have Atlan-
ta-based artist Future, and a number of bands 
on stage throughout the weekend. 

NASCAR Cup Series driver Ryan Blaney wins a NASCAR Cup Series at Atlanta Motor Speed-
way on Sunday, March 21, 2021, in Hampton, Ga. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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BY JIMMY GOLEN AND 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

BOSTON (AP) — Bill Russell, the 
NBA great who anchored a Boston 
Celtics dynasty that won 11 cham-
pionships in 13 years — the last two 
as the first Black head coach in any 
major U.S. sport — and marched for 
civil rights with Martin Luther King 
Jr., died Sunday. He was 88.

His family posted the news on so-
cial media, saying Russell died with 
his wife, Jeannine, by his side. The 
statement did not give the cause of 
death.

“Bill’s wife, Jeannine, and his 
many friends and family thank you 
for keeping Bill in your prayers. 
Perhaps you’ll relive one or two of 
the golden moments he gave us, or 
recall his trademark laugh as he de-
lighted in explaining the real story 
behind how those moments unfold-
ed,” the family statement said. “And 
we hope each of us can find a new 
way to act or speak up with Bill’s 
uncompromising, dignified and al-
ways constructive commitment to 
principle. That would be one last, 
and lasting, win for our beloved #6.”

NBA Commissioner Adam Sil-
ver said in a statement that Russell 
was “the greatest champion in all of 
team sports.”

“Bill stood for something much 
bigger than sports: the values of 
equality, respect and inclusion that 

he stamped into the DNA of our 
league. At the height of his athletic 
career, Bill advocated vigorously for 
civil rights and social justice, a leg-
acy he passed down to generations 
of NBA players who followed in his 
footsteps,” Silver said. “Through 

the taunts, threats and unthinkable 
adversity, Bill rose above it all and 
remained true to his belief that ev-
eryone deserves to be treated with 
dignity.

A Hall of Famer, five-time Most 
Valuable Player and 12-time All-

Star, Russell in 1980 was voted the 
greatest player in the NBA history 
by basketball writers. He remains 
the sport’s most prolific winner and 
an archetype of selflessness who 
won with defense and rebounding 
while leaving the scoring to others. 

Often, that meant Wilt Chamber-
lain, the only player of the era who 
was a worthy rival for Russell.

His family said that arrangements 
for Russell’s memorial service will 
be announced in the coming days.

SPORTS

SPORTS

BY CRAIG ALLEN BROWN
Managing Editor
The Atlanta Voice

The BIG3 basketball league, found-
ed by hip-hop and movie mogul Ice 
Cube, recently announced that its 
2022 Championship Game, inaugural 
All-Star Game and first-ever Celebrity 
Game will all be held at State Farm 
Arena on August 21. Tickets for the 
event are now on sale.

At the completion of the BIG3’s reg-
ular season, the top four teams will 
begin the playoffs in Tampa, Flori-
da. The two winning teams will then 
compete for the title of 2022 BIG3 
Champion in Atlanta. The inaugural 
All-Star Game will tip off at 4 p.m. 
on Sunday, August 21, follow by the 
Championship Game at 5 p.m. Both 
games will air on CBS and Paramount 

+. The top players and two coaches 
from each of the 10 teams not in the 
Championship Game will participate 
in the All-Star Game.

“We couldn’t be more excited to 
bring the BIG3 to Tampa and Atlan-
ta next month,” said Ice Cube, BIG3 
Co-Founder. “The end of the season 
is where history is made. Tampa is 
where people go to win, they don’t 
call it ‘Champa Bay for nothing. Our 
fans in Atlanta brought the fire back 
in 2019, so we know they will be out in 
full force for our first-ever All-Star and 
Celebrity games. As for the Champi-
onship, will Trilogy go back-to-back? 
Can Dusan Bulut lead the Aliens to 
their first-ever Championship? In our 
most competitive season yet, you’ll 
just have to tune in to find out.”

BIG3, in partnership with Monster 

Energy, will announce more details 
on the Celebrity Game, including par-
ticipants and broadcast information 

for the game, in the coming weeks. 
“Atlanta is a mecca for artists and 

in-game entertainment is a core part 

of what makes the BIG3 so special,” 
said Chris Hannan, BIG3 CEO. “Our 
Championship Game has always 
been a unique combination of the 
most competitive FIREBALL3 and 
the hottest celebrities and musi-
cal guests, all the way back to when 
Snoop Dogg, now owner of Bivouac, 
performed in 2019. Adding the Celeb-
rity and All-Star Games to the Cham-
pionship weekend is a natural fit, and 
the lineup of talent, both on the court 
and courtside, will be can’t-miss.”

BIG3 (BIG3.com) is where FIRE-
BALL3 superstars play. The premier 
global BIG3 league features many of 
the greatest, most popular, and skilled 
professional athletes of all time. The 
BIG3 combines highly competitive, 
physical, fast game experiences and 
incredible fan experiences.

The BIG3 Championship Game, All-Star Game and 
inaugural Celebrity Game come to Atlanta in August

Bill Russell, NBA great and Celtics legend, dies at 88

NBA great Bill Russell reacts at a news conference as he learns the most valuable player award for the NBA basketball championships has been re-
named the Bill Russell NBA Finals Most Valuable Player Award. Russell anchored a Boston Celtics dynasty that won 11 titles in 13 years. (AP Photo/Matt 
York, file)

Image courtesy of State Farm Arena
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(Events may change without no-
tice. Promoters are requiring health 
checks in order to attend. Check 
with the venue or Ticketmaster or 
Live Nation for updates. Health 
Check requires proof of vaccination 
or recent COVID test. See the full 
schedule at The Atlanta Voice.com)

PERFORMANCES
Jonathan Butler - Aug. 6, 7 p.m.  

Mable House Amphitheater, 5239 
Floyd RD., Mableton. 770-819-7765. 

O’Jays/Gladys Knight/El De-
barge - Aug. 6, 7:30 p.m. Lakewood 
Amphitheatre, Atlanta

Tim Allen - Aug. 6, 8 p.m. 7 p.m 
Cobb Energy Performance Arts 
Centre, 2800 Cobb Galleria Park-
way, Atlanta 

Red Hot Chili Peppers - Aug. 
10, 6:30 p.m. Truist Park. Cobb 
Parkway, Cobb County. 

David Gray - Aug. 10, 8 p.m.  
Cadence Bank Amphitheatre at 
Chastain Park, Atlanta. 

Chris Brown/Lil Baby - Aug. 
10, 7 p.m. Lakewood Amphitheater. 
Atlanta. 

The Weeknd - Aug. 11, 6:30 
p.m. Mercedes Benz Stadium, 441 
M.L.K. Jr Dr NW, Atlanta

Australian Pink Floyd Show - 
Aug. 19, 8 p.m. Cadence Bank Am-
phitheatre at Chastain Park, Atlan-
ta. 

An Evening of Soul - Aug. 20, 7 
p.m.  Mable House Amphitheater, 
5239 Floyd RD., Mableton. 770-819-
7765. 

Santana/Earth, Wind & Fire - 
Aug. 24, 7 p.m. Cellairis Amphithe-
ater at Lakewood. Atlanta. 

Damien Escobar - Aug. 27, 7 
p.m.  Mable House Amphitheater, 
5239 Floyd RD., Mableton. 770-819-
7765. 

Motown’s Greatest Hits - Aug. 
28, 7 p.m. Mable House Amphi-
theater, 5239 Floyd RD., Mableton. 
770-819-7765. 

Rod Stewart/Cheap Trick - 
Aug. 30, 7:30 p.m. Cellairis Amphi-
theater at Lakewood. Atlanta. 

Anthony Hamilton - Sept. 3, 7 
p.m. Cadence Bank Amphitheatre 
at Chastain Park, Atlanta. 

Jungle - Sept 6, 8 p.m. The East-

ern, 777 Memorial Drive, Building 
C, Atlanta 30316

Kevin Hart - Sept. 9, 7 p.m., 
State Farm Arena. Atlanta.

Rick Braun - Sept. 10, 7 p.m.  
Mable House Amphitheater, 5239 
Floyd RD., Mableton. 770-819-7765. 

Amy Schumer - Sept. 11, 7 p.m. 
Coca-Cola Roxy Theater, 800 Bat-
tery Ave SE, Atlanta, 

Silk - Sept. 17, 7 p.m.  Mable 
House Amphitheater, 5239 Floyd 
RD., Mableton. 770-819-7765. 

Elton John, The Final Tour. 
Sept. 22, 8 p.m. Mercedes Benz Sta-
dium, Atlanta.

Nas/Wu Tang Clan  - Sept. 22, 
7 p.m. Aarons Amphitheatre at 
Lakewood,  2002 Lakewood Way, 
Atlanta 

Alicia Keys - Sept. 23, 8 p.m.  
Cadence Bank Amphitheatre at 
Chastain Park, Atlanta. 

Karol G/Aguidelo888 - Sept. 27, 
State Farm Arena. Atlanta

Larry Carlton - Oct. 1, 7 p.m. 
Center Stage Theater, Atlanta

Kirk Whalum, Oct. 1, 7 p.m.  
Mable House Amphitheater, 5239 

Floyd RD., Mableton. 770-819-7765. 
Keith Urban - Oct. 8, 7:30 p.m. 

State Farm Arena,  1 State Farm 
Drive, Atlanta. Statefarmarena.
com

FESTIVALS
Piedmont Park Arts Festival 

- Fri, Aug. 19 – Sat. Aug. 20. Pied-
mont Park, 1320 Monroe Dr NE

Atlanta
Georgia Jam 2022 - Saturday, 

Aug. 27, 1-11 p.m.  Georgia Jam 2022 
is celebrating Georgia Artists in an 
all-day festival… 11 bands, 1 day, 1 
venue, 1 amazing price. Check out 
the amazing lineup presented by 
Atlanta’s own LOR LIVE Entertain-
ment. Gas South Arena, 6400 Sug-
arloaf Pkwy, Duluth. 

ON-THE-GO! Arts & Entertainment Calendar

© 2022 &TM Spin Master Ltd. All rights reserved.

SEPT. 10 & 11
PAWPATROLLIVE.COM

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
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COLUMN | SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING

I 
have, at times, talked a lit-
tle about “faith walk,” and 
it dawned on me that I have 
also questioned just what 
that meant. Maybe you can 

explain it better than me, and know 
that I’m not trying to be funny. 

I’m being real, and just want to gain 
and give more perspective on what 
many have told me I’ve gone through. 
Some claimed to see a transformation 
in me as I have come to Christ. 

Others have used the phrase, “As 
you go through this walk…” 

Obviously, I’ve used the term my-
self when trying to explain my differ-
ent views of the world as seen through 
a new pair of spiritualized eyes. The 
whole experience has been, and con-
tinues to be, extremely dynamic. I’m 
just curious about the “walk” refer-
ence. 

I suppose when you think about it, 
many in the Bible had the truth re-
vealed to them on a walk or on a jour-
ney. God has seen fit to communicate 
with many a saint while they were 
going from one place to another, or 
even through the spiritual travel of a 

dream. It’s a simple enough analogy. 
What is more meaningful than a 

walk or a trip with someone whom 
you respect, admire, love or can learn 
something from? One of my most 
memorable things to do was to go for 
a walk with my children when they 
were toddlers. 

There was something about them 
discovering and exploring the world 
around them with absolutely no fear, 
because they knew I was there. Today, 
I can go anywhere with my wife. It re-
ally is the journey and not the destina-
tion for me. 

Have you ever experienced this? 
Have you ever gone somewhere walk-
ing and talking with someone you 
were totally in sync with? That might 
be why people refer to discovering 
God as “walking in faith.” Some peo-
ple refer to it as being led. 

Factually stated, the effort to get 
closer to God requires movement. I 
think the walking analogy is merely 
a human endeavor trying to speak to 
going in a spiritual direction.

The best example is, of course, 
Enoch. “Enoch walked with God; 
then he was no more because God 
took him away.” (Genesis 5:24) What 
a blessed way to go. The Bible talks of 
walking humbly, walking in the light, 
walking with the wise, walking in 
counsel, walking together and walk-
ing on water. The point seems to be 
that the Christian life is a journey, one 
in which we want to share with God, 
one in which we talk, and if we’re truly 
blessed, He will listen. 

The search for salvation is a spiritu-
al journey, one which can best be de-
scribed as taking the first step towards 
truth. Once taken, your life changes 

forever. You change. I know I did. So I 
guess this faith walk thing is merely a 
public, or in some cases, a private, ac-
knowledgment that one is letting God 
order your steps in His world. If you do 
this, God will lead you right to Him. 

“When Jesus spoke again to the 
people, He said, ‘I am the light of the 
world. Whoever follows me will nev-
er walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life.’” (John 8:12) 

So when you get up in the morning, 
think about this and let God order 
your steps. Make a deliberate effort 
to listen and hear where God is telling 
you to go, or not to go. They say faith 
comes by hearing. 

What better way to hear than by 
taking a stroll with the Lord tomor-
row. Make a concerted attempt and 
see where God leads you. He has been 
known to show up in the oddest places 
and you will see Him in the strangest 
faces. Give it a try and know this. 

If you are seeking Him, He is very 
easy to find. All it takes is that first 
baby step. 

May God bless and keep you always.   

BY JAMES A. 
WASHINGTON

The Atlanta Voice

When Jesus spoke again to the people, He 
said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever 

follows me will never walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life. (John 8:12) 

God’s got you; just put one foot in front of the other

Escape 
the Hustle 
& Bustle

Out of town may be  
within your reach.  
The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) loan 
guarantee program helps 
homebuyers in designated 
rural areas achieve 
homeownership.

USDA-Guaranteed Home Mortgage Benefits 
• 100% financing
• Fixed rate terms
• Not limited to first-time homebuyers
• Home purchase or refinance

General Requirements
• Property must be in a designated area 

approved for the USDA program.
• Household income, as determined by the 

number and annual income of all adult 
occupants, cannot exceed the income 
limit for that area.

• Program has no maximum loan amount; 
amount based solely on the borrower’s 
ability to qualify.

• Buyers must be approved for the 
mortgage payment including property 
taxes, homeowners insurance, monthly 
mortgage insurance and the annual 
guarantee fee.

866.229.5628 
Mortgage@SouthStateBank.com 
SouthStateBank.com/Mortgage

To find out if a USDA 
mortgage is right for you, 
please give us a call.

All loans are subject to credit approval  
and program guidelines. NMLS ID# 403455.  
Equal Housing Lender. Member FDIC. 
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STREET LINES

WELCOME TO ATLANTA VOICE’S REVIEWS OF TODAY’S AUTOMOBILES THAT HAVE BEEN IMPRESSIVE TO THE EYES AND ON THE ROAD. 
FROM SPORTS CARS TO SUVS, PICKUP TRUCKS, AND LUXURY AUTOMOBILES, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

2022 Canyon 4WD AT4 Crew Cab

Photos courtesy of GMC

RENTAL

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

Rental Units
In The 

Mechanicsville
Peoplestown Area

Starting at 
2 Bdr 1Bth $750  

1Bdr 1Bth  $665
$45 Application Fee

Appliances Included  
Total Electric
Call Today:

 404.527.5465  EXT. 21 
www.summechcdc.org

RENTAL
CARE AND PROTECTION, TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS, SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION, DOCKET  NUM-
BER: 22CP0036BK, Trial Court of Massachusetts, Juvenile Court Department, COMMONWEALTH OF  MASSA-
CHUSETTS, Plymouth County Juvenile Court, 215 Main Street, Suite 270, Brockton, MA 02301 TO: Raymond Sut-
ton: A petition has been presented to this court by DCF Brockton Office, seeking, as to  the following child, Amon R 
Sutton, that said child be found in need of care and protection and  committed to the Department of Children and 
Families. The court may dispense the rights of the  person(s) named herein to receive notice of or to consent to 
any legal proceeding affecting the  adoption, custody, or guardianship or any other disposition of the child named 
herein, if it finds that the  child is in need of care and protection and that the best interests of the child would be 
served by said  disposition. You are hereby ORDERED to appear in this court, at the court address set forth above, 
on the following  date and time: 09/22/2022 at 09:00 AM Status Hearing 
You may bring an attorney with you. If you have a right to an attorney and if the court determines that  you are in-
digent, the court will appoint an attorney to represent you. If you fail to appear, the court may proceed on that date 
and any date thereafter with a trial on the  merits of the petition and an adjudication of this matter. 
For further information call the Office of the Clerk-Magistrate at 508-586-4030. WITNESS: Hon. Nicole Donovan, 
FIRST JUSTICE, Kathleen Baptiste, Clerk-Magistrate, DATE ISSUED:  07/15/2022

NOTICE

SENIOR (62+)
 Spacious 1-Bedroom Affordable!  

Rent Based on Annual Income  
Amenities, Great Location,
 and Convenient to Marta 

Please call for detailed information 

(404) 586-9098

SENIOR (62+) HOUSING 
Now accepting Applications! 
Spacious 1-Bedroom 
Rent Based on Monthly Income 
Amenities & Convenient to Marta 
 
 
Call for detailed infor 
(404) 586-9098 
 

   

SENIOR (62+) HOUSING 
Now accepting Applications! 
Spacious 1-Bedroom 
Rent Based on Monthly Income 
Amenities & Convenient to Marta 
 
 
Call for detailed infor 
(404) 586-9098 
 

   

SENIORS

REVIEWED BY DENNIS 
MALCOLM BYRON

F
or those who 
are all about 
no nonsense 
and straight-
up getting 

things done, whether it’s 
construction, farming, 
camping, or whatever life 
calls for, this compact pick-
up answers the call. Coming 
in 4WD, the maneuverabili-
ty is top notch, plus there’s a 
roomy cabin to comfortably 
fit five passengers, and a 
user-friendly infotainment 
system with WiFi availabili-
ty. The heart is a responsive 
3.6-liter, V6 engine pushing 
308 horsepower and 275 
pound-feet of torque, with 
a towing capacity of an im-
pressive 7,000 pounds.

Already loaded with stan-
dard features, the standout 
option is the Off-Road Per-
formance Edition package 
($3,195) only available in 
the AT4, which includes 17-
inch gloss black aluminum 
wheels; a suspension lev-
eling kit; front and middle 
skid plates and other fea-
tures to broaden your driv-
ing experience. The BOSE 
premium sound system 
gets a thumb’s up as well to 
make a laborious day more 
enjoyable.

Fuel Economy: 17 city/24 
highway

Price: Starts at $40,200 
MSRP; $46,700 fully 
equipped as reviewed.

For more information, 
visit Gmc.com.
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This HBCU 
Talent Is
Bringing That 
Energy To
Discover The 
Unexpected
2022

ANTONIO ANDREWS II
Tuskegee
University

— 
CHEVROLET

CORPORATE FELLOW

RAZA EL
Tuskegee
University

— 
CHEVROLET

CORPORATE FELLOW

JEVON JAMESWHITE 
Howard

University
— 

CHEVROLET
CORPORATE FELLOW

ASHLEY MCJUNKIN  
Texas Southern 

University
— 

CHEVROLET
CORPORATE FELLOW

JVONTE ‘JAY’ MORRIS  
Prairie View A&M 

University
— 

CHEVROLET
CORPORATE FELLOW

MENRA MAPFUMO
Clark Atlanta

University
— 

NNPA FELLOW

ASIA ALEXANDER 
Howard

University
— 

NNPA FELLOW

FREDERICK HARRELL 
Grambling State 

University
— 

NNPA FELLOW

DERRELL GREEN  
Morehouse

College
— 

NNPA FELLOW

LEYHA WILLIAMS  
Howard

University
— 

NNPA FELLOW

LEALER SIMS  
Southern
University

— 
NNPA FELLOW

FOLLOW THE DTU FELLOWSHIP STUDENTS ON THEIR JOURNEY!
chevydtuverse.com

#ChevroletDTU

CHEVROLET & THE NNPA
ARE CHARGING FORWARD
WITH YOUNG TALENT!


