
Atlanta Hawks 
pack one million 
meals to fight 
hunger

INSIDE

METRO Atlanta  |  Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter for the latest local news:  @theatlantavoice

THE ATLANTA

www.theatlantavoice.com • Vol. 57 Issue 11 • FREE

Democratic candidate 
for Georgia Governor, 
Stacey Abrams, 
speaks out against the 
state's new restrictive 
abortion laws during 
a press at the I.B.E.W. 
613 on Wednesday, 
July 20, 2022. (Photo: 
Itoro N. Umontuen/The 
Atlanta Voice)

| Page 2

JULY 22, 2022

Georgia’s 6-week abortion ban 
becomes law

Page 10



2 July 22 - 28, 2022 www.theatlantavoice.com

Governor Kemp and Geor-
gia Republicans celebrate 
victory; Abrams and Georgia 
Democrats vow to overturn 
the abortion ban

BY ITORO UMONTUEN

T
he United 
States 11th 
Circuit Court 
of Appeals de-
cided Wednes-

day afternoon to overturn a 
lower court’s ruling to allow 
Georgia’s six-week abortion 
ban, titled the Georgia’s 
Living Infants Fairness and 
Equality (LIFE) Act, to be-
come the law of the state, 
effective immediately. The 
law bans most abortions the 
moment “a detectable hu-
man heartbeat” is present. 
Cardiac activity can be de-

tected by ultrasound in cells 
within an embryo that will 
become the heart. That pro-
cess could take place as early 
as six weeks into a pregnan-
cy, before many pregnancies 
are detected. 

Georgia Republicans 
have adopted the belief the 
“heartbeat” of an embryo is 
formed at the sixth week of 
the gestation period.

However, the viability 
of a fetus is usually deter-
mined by the 24th week of 
gestation. Which means if 
the baby is born premature, 
the survival rate is around 
50%, depending upon 
factors such as access to 
healthcare.

“Since taking office in 
2019, our family has com-
mitted to serving Georgia 

in a way that cherishes and 
values each and every hu-
man being, and today’s de-
cision by the 11th Circuit 
affirms our promise to pro-
tect life at all stages,” said 
Georgia Governor Brian P. 
Kemp. “We are overjoyed 
that the court has paved the 
way for the implementation 
of Georgia’s LIFE Act, and 
as mothers navigate preg-
nancy, birth, parenthood, 
or alternative options to 
parenthood – like adop-
tion – Georgia’s public, 
private, and non-profit sec-
tors stand ready to provide 
the resources they need 
to be safe, healthy, and in-
formed.”

Georgia Democrats host-
ed a late-afternoon press 
conference which shamed 

the Republicans and the 
Georgia LIFE Act. While 
the new law includes excep-
tions for rape and incest, 
but only if a police report is 
filed. The law also permits 
later abortions when the 
mother’s life is at risk or a 
serious medical condition 
renders a fetus no longer 
viable.

“I’m not certain if the 
governor failed biology or 
simply failed morality,” 
Abrams said. “But either 
way this law is wrong and it 
must be struck down and I 
will be the governor to re-
peal it. There will be those 
who say that I am impas-
sioned. Someone might say 
I’m angry. I am enraged.”

On June 24th, the Unit-
ed States Supreme Court 

struck down Roe v. Wade, 
which made the right to 
abortion a state-by-state is-
sue. Within hours, Georgia 
Attorney General Chris Carr 
asked the 11th Circuit Court 
of Appeals to let the state’s 
law take effect.

A three-judge panel in 
the 11th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals ruled that a 
U.S. Supreme Court ruling 
in a Mississippi case that 
overturned Roe v. Wade al-
lows Georgia’s restrictive 
abortion law to take effect. 
According to the opinion 
rendered by Chief Judge 
William Pryor:

“This appeal concerns 
whether Georgia can pro-
hibit some abortions and 
whether its redefinition of 
“natural person” to include 

unborn children is uncon-
stitutionally vague on its 
face.”

Pryor added, “the Act also 
clarifies that removal of an 
“ectopic pregnancy” or “a 
dead unborn child caused 
by spontaneous abortion” is 
not an “abortion.”

“While disappointing, 
the 11th Circuit’s decision 
is not unexpected. We know 
the assignment now,” said 
State Senator Jen Jordan, 
D-Atlanta, in a written 
statement. “The U.S. Su-
preme Court said this fight 
belongs in the states, so 
we must challenge this law 
in the state courts, and we 
must elect state leaders who 
will protect access to repro-
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(Photo: Itoro N. Umontuen/The Atlanta Voice)
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Georgia’s 6-week abortion ban becomes 
law immediately after court ruling
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GEORGIA Continued from page 2

ductive healthcare. That’s why I’m running 
for Georgia Attorney General.” 

Previously, an abortion in Georgia is legal 
up until 20 weeks into a pregnancy. Includ-
ed in the law, is a “personhood provision.” 
The law states an unborn child is a “natural 
person” with rights and privileges.

“We rejoice that thousands of unborn 
boys and girls in Georgia, with beating 
hearts like you and me, will be spared the vi-
olence of abortion and have the opportunity 
to be born,” said Caitlin Connors, southern 
regional director for SBA Pro-Life America. 
“We thank Governor Brian Kemp, Attorney 
General Chris Carr, and all our pro-life allies 
in the Peach State for their consistent cour-
age in fighting for compassionate, life-sav-
ing laws.”

Additionally, a pregnant mother residing 
in the State of Georgia will now be able to 
seek child support from the father of her un-
born child for up to the total cost of all direct 
medical and pregnancy related expenses. 
Once the child is born, Georgia’s child sup-
port law would kick in.

However, the new Georgia LIFE Act wades 
into a medically thorny issue which leaves 
the determination of the viability of a fetus 
to law enforcement and the Georgia State 
Government.

“But how do you prove it was a miscar-
riage?”, asked Abrams. “Miscarriage biolog-
ically, it’s called a spontaneous abortion. So 
how do you prove it unless you’re investi-
gating how many women are going to have 
to wake up because someone told the sher-
iff that someone committed a crime in that 
house? And a woman has to wake up at three 
in the morning in the midst of a tragedy and 
prove that she had a spontaneous abortion 
a miscarriage and did not violate HB 481.”

Abrams said the challenge with this law 
is that it ignores biology and the legitima-
cy of medical decisions. She added there 
is nothing in this law that should stand. 
Meanwhile, Governor Kemp and U.S. Senate 
candidate Herschel Walker believe in a to-
tal ban on abortion, without exceptions for 
rape or incest.

“The Georgia legislature’s six-week abor-
tion ban is draconian, cruel, and a gross 
overreach by the state into the private 
health care decisions of Georgia women,” 
said U.S. Senator Jon Ossoff in a written 
statement. “Women and their health care 
providers in Georgia may now be subject to 
criminal prosecution over intensely person-
al and complex medical decisions. I call on 
Georgia’s State Legislature immediately to 
repeal this law.”

Georgia State Representative Bee Nguyen, D-Atlanta, speaks during a press conference at 
the I.B.E.W. 613 on Wednesday, July 20, 2022 in Atlanta. (Photo: Itoro N. Umontuen/The 
Atlanta Voice)
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VOICES
"The cost of liberty is less than the price of repression."

— W.E.B. DU BOIS

Students should demand change to 
eradicate systemic oppression

BY TAMMIA JACOBS

W
e are 
t r u l y 
experi-
encing 
a piv-

otal moment in American 
history. As we continue 
to recover from the resid-
ual impacts of a deadly 
COVID-19 pandemic that 
has disproportionately 
affected minority groups 
and led to a economic 
downfall on a scale equiv-
alent to that of the Great 
Depression, we have also 
been witnessing mass 
protests against racially 
motivated hate crimes 
throughout the country. 
These protests have been 
held for the unjust lynch-
ings of innocent Black 
victims, such as George 
Floyd, Breonna Taylor and 
Ahmaud Arbery.

These tragedies happen 
time and time again, be-
cause the system of racial 
domineering that puts 
people of color at a con-
stant disadvantage, while 
placing particular races 
in a place of privilege, has 
not been hindered. This 
country’s jurisdiction dis-
misses the subjugation, 
exploitation and violence 
that disproportionately 
affect people of color, be-
cause of the unrestricted 
power it yields, and the 
unfair wealth distribution 
that further marginalizes 
people of color.

After centuries of 
state-sponsored violence 
against Black bodies, and 
after so many calls for sys-
temic reform have fallen 
on deaf ears, we’ve decid-
ed enough is enough. The 

young Black generation, 
particularly college stu-
dents who are in a more 
apt position to demand 
change, must eradicate 
systemic oppression and 
root out white supremacy 
everywhere.

Dillard University, 
Shaw University and the 
University of the Dis-
trict of Columbia (UDC) 
have all formalized their 
respective institutions’ 
fight for civil rights. ABC-
11, the ABC affiliate in 
Raleigh-Durham, North 
Carolina,  reported that at 
Shaw University, the Cen-
ter for Racial and Social 
Justice would host lec-
tures, research and pro-
vide academic programs 
to combat racism and 
injustice. It would be in 
the best interest of other 
universities to follow suit 

and curate programs of 
their own that aid in dis-
mantling the oppressive 
system.

“The rioting that oc-
curred in Raleigh, around 
our state, and all over 
America, is a symptom of 
an illness that has gone 
untreated for far too long. 
Racism and injustice are 
the diseases, and if we 
look only at the symp-
toms, nothing will ever 
change,” said Shaw Pres-
ident Dr. Paulette Dillard 
in a statement about pro-
tests that broke out across 
the country after Floyd’s 
murder. In addition, Dil-
lard noted the universi-
ty’s standing as the oldest 
historically Black college 
and university (HBCU) in 
the South, and its involve-
ment in social justice is-
sues since its inception.

ABC News confirmed 
that the wave of bomb 
threats on the campuses 
of HBCUs during this past 
Black history month re-
awakened concerns about 
the increase of domestic 
terrorism in the United 
States, and its roots in 
white supremacy. Certain 
campuses, such as How-
ard University, received 
several bomb threats. 
Nearly two dozen HBCUs 
were targeted, prompting 
campus evacuations and 
several probes by the FBI 
and Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives (ATF).

Many of us HBCU stu-
dents and allies seek to 
find out what we can do at 
this moment. Obviously, 
with a deeply entrenched 
and complex issue such 
as systemic racism, there 

is no simple, straightfor-
ward solution. However, 
education and action lead 
to transformation, and 
while the process of creat-
ing a fairer and more just 
America will never cease, 
there are a few places we 
can begin.

Students can begin to 
take action by becoming a 
member and supporter of 
social activist groups like 
Color of Change, which 
has over 7 million mem-
bers. The organization’s 
mission is to effectively 
address injustices in the 
world and fight against 
police brutality, while 
championing civil rights 
and advocating for racial 
justice on a global scale.

Allies of the movement 
can start by believing in 
Black people and pro-
moting their agendas. For 
allies to truly engage in 
anti-racist work in their 
organizations, they must 
first begin internally. En-
gagement in both learn-
ing and unlearning is a 
constant. For those who 
believe they have already 
done work to understand 
their White privilege, re-
member that this work is 
never done. We must view 
ourselves as constant 
works in progress with 
learning mindsets com-
mitted to understanding 
how racism shows up, 
evolves and hides in our 
societies. Listen to the 
concerns and demands 
of Black activists in the 
community, and use your 
privilege to echo their 
calls for action and push 
their agendas to public 
officials.
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BY ITORO UMONTUEN

I
nside Fellaship 
Cigar Bar located 
at Atlanta’s home 
for Black art, the 
eclectic Castle-

berry Hill neighborhood, 
more than 200 Black men 
discussed their role in the 
ever-stewing crock pot that 
is the current political cli-
mate in the State of Georgia. 
As the rich cigar smoke and 
aromas of succulent foods 
filled the air on June 30th, 
the featured guest and the 
subject of conversation was 
Georgia Democratic can-
didate for governor, Stacey 
Abrams. 

While V-103’s Big Tig-
ger played the role of host, 
Abrams held court during a 
forty-five minute conversa-
tion that touched on abor-
tion rights, education, jobs, 
the economy, voting rights, 
and the role Black men 
play in the advancement 
of each issue. According 
to Abrams’s campaign, the 
conversations will be ongo-
ing throughout the state.

The reasons why the con-
versation was important are 
tangible and ever present as 
Abrams and her opponent, 
Governor Brian Kemp, bat-
tle for every vote in Georgia. 
According to Pew Research, 
the Latino population took 
over the Black population 
as America’s largest minori-
ty voting bloc. Moreover, 
former President Donald 
Trump gained more Black 
male voters in the 2020 
Presidential election. As a 
result, 12 percent of Black 
men voted for Trump in the 
2020 presidential election, 
while just 6 percent of Black 
women did the same, ac-
cording to the AP VoteCast 
survey. It means some vot-
ers changed their minds, af-
ter either not voting or vot-
ing for another candidate in 
2016. 

“See, the first thing is, 
Donald Trump does not 
know the concerns of Black 
people,” said Calvin Payne 
of Atlanta. “And I feel like 

Stacey Abrams is the voice 
of us. She understands what 
impacts our community.”

During his November 8, 
2019 speech, Trump pro-
claimed during his rally in 
Atlanta, “What the hell do 
you have to lose?”, a ques-
tion designed to sway Black 
Americans to the Republi-
can Party. Since then, the 
Georgia Republican Party 
has opened a recruitment 
office in College Park.

“I feel like Donald Trump 
was just speaking to speak 
and as far as entertainment, 
that’s pretty much what he 
does,” Payne continued. 
“But as far as Stacey, I feel 
like she understands what 
impacts our communi-
ty and how to make those 
changes.”

The reasons why some 
Black men have found some 
solace within the MAGA fac-
tion of the Republican Party 
are due to the former presi-
dent’s emphasis on individ-
ualism while not hiding his 
disdain for the Black Lives 
Matter organization and 
its ancillary cultural move-
ment. Trump’s hyper-mas-
culine bravado has hooked 
Black men while seizing on 
the belief that some Black 
men believe Democrats and 
Republicans are inherently 
racist. 

“When we hear about the 

challenges, what politicians 
often do is pretend that 
they’ve got a magic wand,” 
Abrams said. “I know that 
we’ve got to have a shovel, 
and a pick and a hammer. 
We’ve got to have a whole 
toolbox. But we also have 
to tell the truth about how 
long it takes to fix what has 
been broken for some 150, 
200 years.”

During the conversa-
tion, Black men took the 
opportunity to voice their 
concerns to Abrams. For 
example, Abrams was told 
by one attendee he felt he is 
sold a bag of goods during 
every election period. Black 
men go out here to repre-
sent and then disenfran-
chisement is served as a 
cold dish of revenge. The 
Democrat pushed back on 
those claims and explained 
the nuances of high-stakes 
politics. 

“Voting is not magic. Pol-
itics isn’t magic,” Abrams 
explained. “Voting is med-
icine. And the challenge is 
that the medicine some-
times tastes nasty, it is hard 
to swallow. And it doesn’t 
solve every problem be-
cause sometimes the diag-
nosis was wrong. And so 
part of the responsibility of 
an effective politician is to 
actually think beyond the 
role that they play as a sin-

gle person.”
Abrams went on to ex-

plain the power the gover-
nor of Georgia possesses 
with relation to the afford-
able housing crisis and 
gentrification in Atlanta. 
Abrams said when an indi-
vidual or couple did all they 
could to keep that neighbor-
hood stable, and suddenly 
people are moving in caus-

ing an increase in property 
taxes, but wages and sala-
ries have not risen to meet 
the costs of rent and taxes.

“The governor of Georgia 
is one of the most powerful 
leaders in the country. We 
know what the President 
can do, we know what the 

mayor can do,” Abrams ex-
plained. “But most things a 
good mayor wants to do get 
stopped at the state level by 
the governor.” 

Abrams went on to de-
scribe the role the Governor 
can slow the tide of gentri-
fication. She described a 
method called “the circuit 
breaker.” For example, if 
cities were able to utilize 
a circuit breaker, it would 
allow the local government 
to disconnect an individu-
al’s rising home price from 
their income. When the in-
come rises to match it, the 
government can hold the 
person accountable. But 
currently Georgia’s mayors 
and municipal leaders, in-
cluding Atlanta Mayor An-
dre Dickens, cannot pass 
the laws through the Atlan-
ta city council because the 
state won’t allow it.

“When I worked with 
Shirley Franklin, one of my 
first jobs was writing the 
only living wage law in the 
history of Georgia,” Abrams 
said. “We worked hard and 
we got that bill through 

the city council. We got it 
passed and all the corpora-
tions said, ‘oh no, you can’t 
make us pay a living wage.’ 
It became the law of the 
land.

The very next year, the 
State of Georgia preempt-
ed that law and nullified 

it,” Abrams explained. And 
that is why we don’t have a 
living wage law in Georgia 
today, because the gover-
nor of Georgia said no, you 
make me governor and I’ll 
say yes.”

As national Democrats 
are fending off the winds 
of change during the mid-
terms, Georgia’s Democrat-
ic torchbearer is set to speak 
to Black men in a series of 
conversations heading to-
ward Election Day on No-
vember 8th.

“Bravado a leader does 
not make and while listen-
ing to all of the rhetoric 
from Donald Trump, I think 
about how he was so disre-
spectful going in,” said Ced-
rick Jackson of Atlanta. 

“And so for all of my 
brothers out there, I would 
encourage you to think 
about how Stacey has a 
heart for our people and our 
concerns,” continued Jack-
son. “Think about how Stac-
ey has a heart for economics 
for all people. Think about 
how Stacey has a heart for 
women’s rights, women’s 

reproductive rights. And, 
she’s the prime candidate 
for this moment for this 
time.”

POLITICS

Analysis: Black men address their 
concerns to Stacey Abrams

Stacey Abrams and Big Tigger of V-103 preside over a town hall discussion on Thursday, 
June 30, 2022 in Atlanta. (Photo by Itoro N. Umontuen/The Atlanta  Voice)

DJ P-Nut from V-103 Atlanta asks a question during a Stacey Abrams roundtable at Fella-
ship on June 30, 2022. (Photo: Itoro N. Umontuen/The Atlanta Voice)
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HEALTH

BY CHRISTINA NORRIS

BA.5 is the newest subvariant 
of the Omicron variant, and it has 
become the dominant cause of 
COVID-19 in the United States. Ac-
cording to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), in 
the first week of July 2022, the BA.5 
variant made up 65% of viral lin-
eage among COVID-19 infections. 
COVID-19 cases are slightly on the 
rise, with the current daily average 
being 123,365, and the daily average 
of COVID-19-related deaths being 
342.

According to Yale Medicine, the 
Omicron variant was first detect-
ed in Botswana and South Africa 
in November 2021, although later 
reports on the variant have shown 
earlier cases in the Netherlands. 
The earliest information on the 
variant said that most cases were 
mild with different symptoms. 

The CDC confirmed the first 
Omicron U.S. case in California on 
Dec. 1, 2021. By the end of Decem-
ber, Omicron became the predomi-
nant strain in the U.S. This led to a 
significant spike in COVID-19 cases 

across the country in January, with 
the CDC’s highest daily average be-
ing 764,806.

In her article “Omicron and BA.5: 
A Guide to What We Know,” senior 
clinical writer Kathy Katella wrote 
about discovering several Omicron 
variants. 

“When they first started to study 
Omicron, scientists were con-
cerned about a key distinguishing 
factor in the variant. Unlike Delta 
and other coronavirus variants, 
it carries an abundance of muta-
tions—about 50 in all, including 26 
that are unique to the variant—and 

more than 30 on the spike protein, 
which is the viral protein that vac-
cines train the immune system to 
recognize and attack.”

Since the uptick in January, cas-
es in the U.S. have been steadily 
decreasing. However, the BA.4 and 
BA.5 subvariants play a significant 

part in the current progression of 
the virus. Scientists are still work-
ing to see if these subvariants can 
cause more disease than the previ-
ous variants.

In Georgia, 21 counties are deal-
ing with high transmission of 
COVID-19 cases due to the BA.5 
variant. These counties are Berrien, 
Brooks, Camden, Clinch, Cobb, 
Colquitt, Coweta, Douglas, Grady, 
Lanier, Lowndes, Mitchell, Mus-
cogee, Paulding, Pierce, Quitman, 
Spalding, Stewart, Terell, Thomas 
and Turner. 

According to the Georgia Depart-
ment of Public Health (DPH), in the 
last two weeks, there were 34,466 
confirmed cases in Georgia. This 
information doesn't even count the 
number of people taking antigen 
tests at home and not reporting the 
results.

To prevent the spread of 
COVID-19 and all its variants, the 
CDC recommends being up to date 
on vaccinations, wearing masks in 
areas with high COVID-19 commu-
nity levels and getting tested and 
reporting your test results. 

The upsurge of the BA.5 COVID-19 subvariant 

Vaccinations and the wearing of face masks are the considered the most important means of preventing the 
spread of the BA.5 subvariant of COVID-19. (Photo by Patrick T. Fallon/AFP via Getty Images)

EDUCATION

King Center hosts book signing at the New Black 
Wall Street
MADELINE THIGPEN, 
Report for America

Authors Dr. Bernice A. 
King and Dr. Kimberly P. 
Johnson were at the Early 
Literacy Development Agen-
cy Bookstore at New Black 
Wall Street in Stonecrest, 
Georgia, signing copies of 
their new children’s book “It 
Starts With Me!”

Published by The King 
Center, the book follows a 
little girl named Amora who 
is encouraging her friends to 
“Be Love.”

Amora’s name was in-
spired by the word “amour,” 
the French equivalent of the 
word “love.”  “Amora” is also 
a reference to the “Be Love” 
campaign launched by the 
King Center in 2021 to pro-
mote non-violence and so-
cial justice.

“That campaign was tap-

ping into something that my 
father said about love and its 
capacity to champion for jus-
tice,” said King.

“Power at its best is love 
implementing the demands 
of justice, and justice at its 
best is power correcting ev-
erything that stands against 
love,” said Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. in his speech at 
the 1967 convention of the 
Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference.

Dr. Bernice A. King went 
on to say that in the current 
polarized political climate, 
she wanted kids to under-
stand the power love has to 
transform and break the cy-
cle of violence.

“Non-violence is hard 
work,” Johnson said. She fur-
ther stated that her goal was 
to make the message digest-
ible for children, so they un-

derstand the value they can 
bring to society.

Both authors spoke about 
their desire for kids to under-
stand that love and non-vio-
lence are holistic concepts.

“Violence is not only phys-
ical; policies can be violent 
too,” King said. 

Johnson said the authors 
wanted the book to be for 
families, not just for the chil-
dren.

“Parents are the child’s 
first teachers,” she said. “It’s 
about changing the dynam-
ics of a household to trans-
form a house into a home.”

A few signed copies of “It 
Starts With Me” are for sale 
at the ELDA Bookstore. The 
book can also be purchased 
via The King Center web-
site, at https://thekingcenter.
myshopify.com/collections/
for-kids.

Dr. Kimberly P. Johnson and Dr. Bernice A. King signing copies of their new children's book at 
the New Black Wall Street (photo by Madeline Thigpen/The Atlanta Voice).
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Installing high-speed electric vehicle charging 
stations to put Georgians in the driver’s seat.

We’re constantly expanding our EV charging network 

throughout our communities, giving Georgia's drivers and 

business owners the infrastructure and confidence they 

need to go electric. All while providing a balanced mix of 

hydro, solar, and nuclear power with flexible rate plans.

LLearn more about our carbon-free future in Georgia 
at georgiapower.com/sustainability.

Powering
tomorrow, today.
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Local business attempts to move mountains by employing Black youth
DONNELL SUGGS

The Morehouse student climbed 
the ladder as the Morehouse man held 
onto the storefront’s awning. The older 
man pulled it down as the younger man 
worked on stapling the sky blue cloth 
over the unwanted one. The plan was to 
cover the original advertisements of cig-
arettes, beer and lotto with something 
more attuned to the new mission of the 
business.

Glaciers Italian Ice owner/operator Ian 
Elmore-Moore wanted to create a busi-
ness that was not only in need in south-
west Atlanta but also wanted to change 
the community he grew to love after 
moving here to attend college from one 
of New Jersey’s toughest neighborhoods. 
“In order to get an authentic Italian ice 
I have to go to Rita’s in Brookhaven or 
someplace else, there’s no place to buy 
one around here,” said Elmore-Moore, 
31. An author- his book ‘Grow Moore: The 
Six Steps to Success’ is on leadership and 
development- and business owner, El-
more-Moore hires young Black men like 
the one on the ladder, Robert Marshall II, 
to work at Glaciers Italian Ice. 

The business model is simple: provide 
a missing service in a food desert on 
MLK, Jr. Drive while helping young Black 
men learn about running a business. All 
the while keeping these boys, most often 
teenagers, off of the streets. Marshall, a 
21-year-old Virginia native, should not be 
considered an at-risk youth. He is head-
ing into his senior year at Morehouse 
with goals, plans and by most accounts a 
future.  He has plans to bring home more 
than a paycheck from his time at Gla-
ciers. “I’m working here to learn how to 
be more involved in my community,” he 
said. “That is one of the pillars they teach 
us at Morehouse, to make our community 
better than when we arrived.” 

On a warm Sunday afternoon El-
more-Moore, Marshall II and a 16-year-
old mountaineer named Michael Toller 
sat behind the counter at the Glaciers 
Italian Ice store in the Florida Heights 
neighborhood. Mountaineers are what 
Elmore-Moore calls the teenagers that 
are employed at Glaciers. Marshall II is 
considered a mentor because of his age 
and education level. Glacier boys are 
the young kids, usually aged 10-12, that 
hang around the store during the day. 
They can’t legally work so they listen to 
Elmore-Moore, his long-time friend and 
business partner Jalani Traxler and Mat-
thew McKinney, a manager at Glaciers. 
The younger kids are learning chess on 
Wednesdays and math throughout the 
week. 

Elmore-Moore, a husband and father 

of a one-year-old, wants to include the 
younger kids in the neighborhood as 
much as he’s legally allowed. “I talk to 
them all the time, they are going to get 
instruction like everyone else,” he said 
with a laugh. 10-year-old Zacherias John-
son, dressed in a bright yellow t-shirt and 
matching Crocs, lives nearby and is a reg-
ular at the store. Johnson agrees that he 
doesn’t get a break from Elmorte-Moore’s 
instruction. “He’s always telling me 
stuff,” he said. 

“I can preach and teach all day but if 
I can’t meet their needs then the drug 
dealers will have the advantage,” said 
Elmore-Moore about providing jobs and 
educational opportunities for the young 
men and kids that work and spend time 
at Glaciers. 

Inspiration among desperation

The death of Jalanni Pless, an 18-year-
old Black man that was murdered by a 
fellow water boy over $10, triggered El-
more-Moore to add the youth component 
to his business plan. Once a young man 
that was teetering on getting in trouble 
and kicked out of college, he changed his 
life with the help of his Morehouse pro-
fessors, administrators and mentors. “I 
had to give back the way people gave back 
to me,” Elmore-Moore told The Atlanta 
Voice.

The death of another young Black man 
wouldn’t have to happen if there were 
jobs to keep them busy during the sum-
mers and after school. Glaciers Italian Ice 
is providing nearly 10 jobs to area youth. 
Moments earlier Traxler and McKinney 
took a few of their respective teams of 
mountaineers to Westside Park and Grant 

Park to sell Italian ices and to continue 
getting the word out about the business. 

Asked why he thinks the Glaciers youth 
employment model is important, Traxler 
called it “crucial” and said, “Every busi-
ness should be doing this. Why isn’t Mc-
Donald’s or Subway doing this? We want 
to lead the way.” 

McKinney, quietly packed the neces-
sary tools for the day -a cube to take pay-
ments and two donation boxes for any-
one looking to leave a tip- and said of the 
opportunity to employ young men in this 
way, “I believe every business should em-
ploy young people. Their minds need to 
be cultivated and we can share our expe-
riences with them through honest work.”

Tremaine Hutchinson, 16, came 
through the door to get some pre-pack-
aged product to place in the Glaciers 
Italian Ice van for the trip. Unlike more 
established businesses like King of Pops, 
Glaciers doesn’t yet have the permit to 
scoop and serve. They are permitted to 
sell pre-packed ices however. “I have 
spoken to [King of Pops CEO] Steve Carse 
about the business,” said Elmore-Moore. 

A different vibe

The building at 2185 MLK, Jr. Drive had 
packs of cigarettes, a slot machine and 
the word “Beer” painted on it when El-
more-Moore leased it from the landlord, 
also a Morehouse alum. The first thing he 
wanted to do was clean up the image of 
the location and a coat of fresh paint was 
in order. 

The building is now painted white and 
awaits local artists to help with painting 
more positive murals on the exterior. For 
the moment there’s a small image of a 

blue Italian ice near front steps that read 
“Watch your step.”  

Elmore-Moore says area residents that 
drop by to get a cool mango or strawber-
ry-lemonade Italian ice have a different 
opinion of the store that once had drugs 
being sold out of it. “People walk in here 
now and they say that there’s a different 
vibe,” said Elmore-Moore.

The gambling machine and freers full 
of beer are long gone.  “We have trans-
formed the place.”

New experiences, new exposures

The motto for the Black youth em-
ployment model at Glaciers is based on 
keeping the employees safe, employed, 
educated and exposed. It was originally 
“SEE” but after taking his team to Truist 
Park to sell Italian ice and watching how 
the kids reacted to being out of their en-
vironment Elmore-Moore added the ex-
tra “E” for exposure. The kids he took on 
that trip a few weeks ago were exposed to 
another Atlanta. A week later there was 
a private event at a home near Piedmont 
Park. The mountaineers he brought to the 
event were shocked anyone had a house 
that big. “The exposure, that’s what this 
is about. Exposing these young men to 
what this city looks like,” he said.

5-year plan

“I want to put carts in all of the parks,” 
said Elmore-Moore about the businesses 
five-year plan. “We can show people that 
Black men can work together and im-
prove our community together.”

Glaciers Italian Ice, which opened 
in July 2021, has applied for and been 
awarded grants but there’s still money 
to be raised in order to keep the business 
running, says Elmore-Moore. “We don’t 
want any handouts, we would just like an 
opportunity,” he said. 

Some of the permits for Atlanta’s many 
outdoor festivals can cost up to $2,000. A 
food vendor application for the Atlanta 
Jazz Festival, which took place in May, 
cost between $1,000-$4,000.   “I haven’t 
made a dollar from this business but I just 
believe this is going to work out,” said El-
more-Moore. 

The goal for icee and ice cream brands 
is to be sold in the freezer sections of su-
permarket brands such as Kroger, Pub-
lix and Walmart. Having the Glaciers 
brand in stores will make it easier for El-
more-Moore and his business partners to 
carry on their mission of providing jobs 
for young men

 “I would like to teach and mentor 50 
young Black men within the next five 
years,” said Elmore-Moore. 

Ian Elmore-Moore (center), owner of Glaciers Italian Ice (photo courtesy of Donnell 
Suggs
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by Craig Allen Brown
Managing Editor, 
The Atlanta Voice
Report for America

JABY (Just About Bless-
ing You) Inc., a Stone Moun-
tain-based non-profit whose 
philanthropic efforts involve 
mentoring, community ser-
vice, scholarships and en-
dowments, hosted its 2022 
International Trailblazer 
Awards Sunday in Decatur.

The organization honored 
the following awardees:

Georgia State Representa-
tive Billy Mitchell

Dekalb County Superior 
Court Judge Asha Jackson

Olympic gold medalist 
and civil rights activist Dr. 
Tommie Smith

Atlanta Falcons defensive 
lineman Grady Jarrett

Businessman Leighton 
Hull

Chick-fil-A Vice President 
Rodney Bullard

Univ. of South Carolina 

Women’s Basketball Coach 
Dawn Staley

Southwest DeKalb High 
School Band Director James 
Seda

Moderated by JABY, Inc. 
CFO Ceasar Gaiters and mis-
tress of ceremony Allison 
Lockhart, the Internation-
al Trailblazer Awards rec-
ognized those individuals 
whose business accolades 
and/or commitment to ser-
vice were exemplary, and 
had a positive impact on 
their respective communi-
ties.

“This evening is all about 
honoring the brightest and 
most deserving communi-
ty leaders,” said Lockhart. 
“They embody the impor-
tance of service to the full-
est, and I am in awe of all 
they have done to give back, 
and support those in need in 
their communities.”

The awards ceremony 
began with a short video of 

Dr. Tommie Smith’s iconic 
1968 protest at the Mexico 
City Olympics, where he 
and fellow U.S. teammate 
Carlos John raised black-
gloved fists in the air during 
the playing of the nation-
al anthem. Smith took this 
moment to reflect on his 
own youth, and then shared 
why the need to mentor the 

youth is so critical.
“I believe in raising our 

youth in the way that they 
should go, and they might 
not ever forget that our work 
is always needed,” Smith 
said. “And I’m very thankful 
to everybody, for doing your 
duty.”

Another prominent 
awardee was Georgia state 

representative Billy Mitch-
ell, who was presented the 
Irvin J. Johnson Award by 
the trophy’s namesake, who 
serves as tax commissioner 
of DeKalb County. During 
the presentation, Rep. 
Mitchell discussed how the 
support of his spouse was so 
instrumental to his profes-
sional success, and why ser-
vice should be the lifeblood 
of any community.

“He who will be the great-
est among you will be a ser-
vant,” Mitchell said. “I hope 
it inspires some of you to 
be servants; that’s what our 
community needs more 
than anything else. If we 
could have more folks that 
are in the sphere of serving, 
we can have a better com-
munity.”

Along with trophies pre-
sented to the event’s hon-
orees, scholarships were 
awarded to students who 
will begin college in the 

fall. The Ceasar Gaiters, Jr. 
Scholarship was awarded to 
Kylie Jones (Georgia South-
ern University), Hailey Fish-
er (University of Maryland 
Eastern Shore), Miles Rich-
ardson (University of Mary-
land Eastern Shore) and 
Justin Coley (Georgia State 
University).

As the evening came to an 
end, Mitchell stressed the 
importance of events such 
as these, and reiterated that 
a commitment to service 
was needed now, more than 
ever.

“I wish my grandmother 
were alive to see me amongst 
these outstanding commu-
nity and corporate and pub-
lic servants here. The reality 
is: we need more people who 
are in public service, doing 
good for our community. It 
has an overall positive ef-
fect, and I’m just so humbled 
to be among those honored 
tonight.”

As Black doctors, we have been committed to the health and wellbeing of our 
communities for years. Now, we are partnering with the National Council of Negro Women 

(NCNW) to speak the truth about the COVID-19 vaccine. When we work together, we have the 
power to stop the spread of this virus and protect Black families.

The vaccine will NOT alter your DNA nor make you infertile.

SCAN HERE

Get the facts. Boost the truth.

Dr. Jackie Walters
OBGYN 

Dr.Valerie Montgomery Rice 
Fertility Specialist

GOOD HEALTH WINSGOOD HEALTH WINS
N A T I O N A L C O U N C I L O F N E G R O W O M E N ,  I N C .  

Scan the QR code to learn more.
goodhealthwins.org

Make your own informed decision about the COVID-19 vaccine today. 

BUSINESS

DeKalb County Tax Commissioner Irvin J. Johnson presents 
Georgia state representative Billy Mitchell with the Irvin J. 
Johnson award at the 2022 International Trailblazer Awards 
(photo courtesy of JABY, Inc.)

Olympian Tommie Smith and Georgia representative Billy 
Mitchell among those honored with Trailblazer Awards
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SPORTS

The Hawks and State Farm combat hunger by 
packing one million meals in nine hours
BY CRAIG ALLEN 
BROWN
Managing Editor, 
The Atlanta Voice
Report for America

The Atlanta Hawks, in 
partnership with State Farm, 
took on an ambitious goal of 
packing one million meals 
in an effort to fight food 
insecurity throughout the 
Greater Atlanta area.

The organizations not 
only reached that lofty goal; 
they surpassed it.

On Saturday, more than 
5,000 volunteers gathered at 
State Farm Arena in support 
of the Atlanta Hawks’ and 
State Farm’s Million Meal 
Pack initiative. Divided into 
six 90-minute shifts, this 
group of volunteers packed 
1,019,232 meals in nine 
hours.

“We are very grateful for 
all of today’s volunteers and 
extremely proud of the re-
sults from today’s Million 
Meal Pack in partnership 
with State Farm,” said Steve 
Koonin, CEO of the Atlanta 
Hawks and State Farm Are-
na. “We understand that it is 
a huge undertaking to tackle 
food insecurity throughout 
Atlanta, and we believe that 
this one-day community 
service initiative will make 
an incredible impact and 
also inspire our communi-
ties throughout metro At-
lanta.”

Supporting this effort 
were State Farm Senior 
Vice President Dan Krause, 
City of Atlanta Mayor An-
dre Dickens, NBA Hall of 
Famer and Hawks Legend 
Dikembe Mutombo and 
Congresswoman Nikema 
Williams, who all welcomed 
and thanked the volunteers 
for donating their time in 
support of the Hawks’ larg-
est single-day community 
service initiative. Individ-
uals, families, community 
groups, schools, churches 
and businesses gathered 
alongside volunteers from 
U.S. Hunger and executives 
from the Hawks and State 
Farm to meet the goal of 

packing over one million 
meals.

Andrea Carter, the Hawks’ 
Vice President of Corporate 
Social Responsibility, said 
that planning for this event 
was a collaborative event, 
and she is excited about the 
opportunity to have an im-
mediate positive impact on 
Atlanta’s food insecure com-
munities.

“The one million meals 
are going to help fight food 
insecurity right here in the 
city of Atlanta,” said Carter. 
“While the event is going on, 
the meals are actually being 
deployed, so the non-prof-
its are picking them up, 
and then [the meals] will go 
out to the community. Next 
steps are about getting the 
food into the hands of the 
people who need it most.”

The more-than-one mil-
lion meals packed will be 
distributed throughout the 
metro Atlanta area with the 
operational support of U.S. 
Hunger, a hunger relief or-
ganization with innovative 
programs designed to help 
feed people struggling with 
food insecurity. Addition-
ally, other local organiza-
tions will help distribute 
the meals: Atlanta Commu-
nity Food Bank, CHRIS 180, 

City of Refuge, Fountain of 
Hope, Georgia State Univer-
sity Panther’s Pantry, Goodr, 
Meals On Wheels Atlanta, 

Mimi’s Pantry and Second 
Helpings Atlanta. 

“The Million Meal Pack 
event makes a real differ-
ence in the lives of Atlanta 
residents facing food inse-
curity,” said Dan Krause, 
Southeastern Market Area 
Senior Vice President at 
State Farm. “Our local State 
Farm agents and employees 
were proud to be part of this 
effort, as State Farm is ded-
icated to giving back and 
strengthening communi-
ties. We’re grateful to all the 
volunteers and thank State 
Farm Arena and the Atlanta 
Hawks for our partnership.”

Statistics provided by the 
Atlanta Community Food 
Bank show that nearly one 
in eight Georgians are living 
with food insecurity, includ-
ing one in six children. 

“There is nothing like the 
energy from 5,000 Atlan-
tans coming together to take 
care of their community, 
taking a bold stand in the 
fight against hunger. After 
three years of being apart, 
we're honored to be invit-
ed back by the Hawks and 
State Farm to help pack one 
million meals for families 
in need!” said Rick Whitted, 
CEO of U.S. Hunger.

The atmosphere in State 

Farm Arena on Saturday was 
energetic and celebratory. 
DJ Chika Takai blasted hip 
hop music throughout the 

21,000-seat arena, while 
volunteers and Hawks’ staff 
simultaneously danced 
and packed meals. Harry 
the Hawk also bought his 
unique energy to the event, 
as he danced and interacted 
with the younger volunteers.

Casey Baker, a local real-
tor, joined the initiative with 
her fellow workout partners 
from Kennesaw’s tRUCKFIT, 
because she is an advocate 
for community service. But 
she did not expect an event 

like this one.
“It’s been so much fun. 

It’s lit in here,’ Baker said. 
“We’ve been dancing up and 

down the aisles. I’ve done 
a lot of community service 
before, but this is really fun. 
It’s one thing to know you’re 
giving back to people; it’s 
another to be in an environ-
ment where you got a DJ, 
you got [Dikembe] Mutombo 
in the room. It’s awesome. 
This is great.”

Continuing to operate as 
the world's first TRUE Plat-
inum certified sports and 
entertainment venue, this 
event is also marked as the 
first zero waste Million Meal 
Pack. As part of this event, 
State Farm Arena diverted 
more than 90 percent from 
landfills that includes all 
materials generated from 
load-in to load-out. In an 
intentional effort, the pack-
aging also uses messaging to 
encourage recycling within 
the recipients' communities.

The Hawks and State 
Farm hosted their first Mil-
lion Meal Pack in 2019, 
where more than 5,000 vol-
unteers filled State Farm 
Arena and prepared more 
than one million meals. The 
meals were then distributed 
to local Atlantans through 
seven community food bank 
organizations. Additional-
ly, both organizations have 
led efforts in multiple com-
munity-focused initiatives 

to better serve metro Atlan-
ta. In addition to Million 
Meal Pack, the two organi-
zations have collaborated 
on high-impact endeavors 
such as providing free pop-
up grocery stores in part-
nership with Goodr Inc., for 
elderly and underserved cit-
izens in metro Atlanta and 
enhancing the Snack Pack 
Program, which gave over 
24,000 snack packs to youth 
throughout the school year 
and during summer break. 
As part of the 2021-22 regu-
lar season, the Hawks Foun-
dation and State Farm pre-
sented a check of $122,000 
to the Atlanta Community 
Food Bank as an effort to 
help combat childhood hun-
ger and fight against food 
insecurity throughout metro 
Atlanta. The ‘Good Neighbor 
Giveback’ campaign raised 
$100 for every point the 
Hawks scored over 100 in 
each game during the 2021-
22 regular season (original-
ly up to $100,000) and was 
generously extended from 
State Farm.

Volunteers gather outside of State Farm Arena during the Hawks' and State Farm's One Mil-
lion Meal initiative (photo courtesy of Kat Goduco/Atlanta Hawks)

Representatives from the Atlanta Hawks celebrate as the organization, in collaboration with 
State Farm, hit the 1,000,000 mark on Saturday (photo courtesy of Kat Goduco/Atlanta 
Hawks).
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IT’S COOKOUT SEASON. 
ARE YOU READY?

Ebenezer Baptist Church
101 Jackson St. NE
Atlanta, GA 30312

Mount Zion AME Church
2977 Lavista Rd.

Decatur, GA 30033

Salem Baptist Church
2283 Baker Rd.

Atlanta, GA 30318

Gateway Restoration Church
4981 Phillips Dr.

Forest Park, GA 30297

Impact Church
2323 Sylvan Rd.

Atlanta, GA 30344

Calvary Baptist
1599 Betty Talmadge Ave.

Jonesboro, GA 30236

Visit ChooseHealthyLife.org to find a vaccine site near you.



12 July 22 - 28, 2022 www.theatlantavoice.com

-- OFFERING PAID STADIUM JOBS AND CAREER 
PREP FOR UNDER-RESOURCED YOUTH – 
NO PRIOR EXPERIENCE NECESSARY

Juma Ventures (Juma), a nonprofit social enterprise is 
hosting a hiring event on August 2nd at the Juma office lo-
cated at FlatironCity.

Low income young adults 18-24 will have the opportuni-
ty to gain experience and an income working at Mercedes 
Benz Stadium and Georgia Tech sporting venues as ca-
shiers or food runners with pay starting at $10/hour plus 
tips and a $50 sign-on bonus. 

In addition to the job, Juma also provides young people 
with the opportunity to participate in a professional devel-
opment training program where they will create a resume, 
cover letter and obtain a letter of recommendation. Youth 
will also get exposed to post-secondary education and 
work and learn opportunities. Participants can earn up to 
$575 in stipends and bonuses for taking classes from home.

“Our goal is to provide young people from Atlanta’s un-
derserved communities the chance to earn an income and 
also gain skills and training so they can move on to bigger 
and better career opportunities that will allow them access 
to a family-sustaining income. Young adults could walk 
away from this event with a job and that’s a first step to-
ward building a better future for themselves” said Mason 
Moore, Juma’s Chief Impact Officer.

EVENT DETAILS:
 • When: August 2, 2022  - two sessions available: 

11am and 4pm
 • Where: Juma Offices FlatironCity, 84 Peach St. 

NWAtlanta, GA 30309 
            (Near Georgia State University)

 • How: Register by July 26thF at juma.org/join.atl or 
scan this QR code:  

About Juma:
Juma is a nonprofit social enterprise that operates busi-

nesses with the purpose of employing young people. At 
Juma youth EARN a paycheck, LEARN to manage their 
money, and gain essential skills like responsibility, team-
work, and how to communicate in the workplace. Ulti-
mately, they get CONNECTED to their next job and set on a 
path to a career.  Juma operates concessions businesses in 
20+ professional sports and entertainment venues across 6 
US cities. Since 1993 Juma has employed 9,275 low-income 
youth who have earned $12.4 million in wages, saved $6.4 
million for post-secondary education, and generated $38.6 
million in enterprise revenue to continue advancing our 
mission. Learn more at www.juma.org 

If you would like more information please email luciaf@
juma.org

STREET LINES

The 2022 Hyundai Elantra N

REVIEWED BY DENNIS 
MALCOLM BYRON

Hyundai has been one 
of the most impressive au-
tomakers within the past 
decade with innovations, 
quality, design, value, and 
generous warranty pro-
grams. To especially ad-
dress racing enthusiasts, 
they have launched the “N” 
series, named after the re-
search and development 
center for high-perfor-
mance automobiles based 
in Namyang, South Korea, 
along with workouts on the 
world-famous test track in 
Nürburgring, Germany. 

The N Elantra sedan packs 
a 2.0-liter, turbocharged, 
8-speed engine packing 276 
horsepower. The head-turn-
ing exterior boasts 19-inch 
wheels, dual exhaust, LED 
daytime running lamps, and 
the option to control the roar 
of the engine to enhance the 

mood. Inside, drivers will 
appreciate the numerous 
amenities including N Light 
Sport Bucket Seats, 10.25-
inch digital cluster, tilt-and-
slide sunroof, alloy sport 
pedals, and premium BOSE 
sound system catching the 

eye. Look for the signature 
“N” logo and red accentu-
ations inside and out to let 
gawkers know you got this 
special edition (also avail-
able in the 2022 Veloster 
hatchback and Kona SUV) 
to address the need to speed 

and performance. Starting 
at around $32K and avail-
able in 6-speed manual, this 
four-door Elantra N is one 
of the best deals for a fami-
ly sedan that comes with an 
exhilarating ride. 

*Note that Hyundai also 

has the N Line versions, 
which are also race-inspired 
with elevated performance 
from the standard trims, but 
not as aggressive as the “N” 
fleet directly made for the 
track.

Fuel Economy: 20 city/30 

highway as reviewed
Price: $32,150 MSRP 

(Starting)
Visit Hyundaiusa.com for 

more information.

NON-PROFIT HOSTING A HIRING EVENT ON 
AUGUST 2ND

Photos courtesy of Hyundai

Welcome to Atlanta Voice's reviews of today's automobiles that have been impressive to the eyes and on the road.  From sports cars to SUVs, pockup trucks, and luxury automobiles, we have you covered!

SPONSORED CONTENT
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(Events may change without notice. Pro-
moters are requiring health checks in order to 
attend. Check with the venue or Ticketmaster 
or Live Nation for updates. Health Check re-
quires proof of vaccination or recent COVID 
test. See the full schedule at The Atlanta 
Voice.com)

PERFORMANCES

WWE Friday Night Smackdown - July 
29, 7:45 p.m. State Farm Arena. Atlanta

Kendrick Lamar - July 30, 7:30 p.m.State 
Farm Arena. Atlanta

Jeffery Osborne - July 30, 7 p.m.  Mable 
House Amphitheater, 5239 Floyd RD., Ma-
bleton. 770-819-7765. 

Chris Rock - July 29, 8 p.m.(Sold out.) 
July 30, 8 p.m. Fox Theatre. Atlanta. 

Jonathan Butler - Aug. 6, 7 p.m.  Mable 
House Amphitheater, 5239 Floyd RD., Ma-
bleton. 770-819-7765. 

O’Jays/Gladys Knight/El Debarge - 
Aug. 6, 7:30 p.m. Lakewood Amphitheatre, 
Atlanta

Tim Allen - Aug. 6, 8 p.m. 7 p.m Cobb En-
ergy Performance Arts Centre, 2800 Cobb 
Galleria Parkway, Atlanta 

Red Hot Chili Peppers - Aug. 10, 6:30 

p.m. Truist Park. Cobb Parkway, Cobb Coun-
ty. 

David Gray - Aug. 10, 8 p.m.  Cadence 
Bank Amphitheatre at Chastain Park, Atlan-
ta. 

Chris Brown/Lil Baby - Aug. 10, 7 p.m. 
Lakewood Amphitheater. Atlanta. 

The Weeknd - Aug. 11, 6:30 p.m. Mercedes 
Benz Stadium, 441 M.L.K. Jr Dr NW, Atlanta

Australian Pink Floyd Show - Aug. 
19, 8 p.m. Cadence Bank Amphitheatre at 
Chastain Park, Atlanta. 

An Evening of Soul - Aug. 20, 7 p.m.  
Mable House Amphitheater, 5239 Floyd RD., 
Mableton. 770-819-7765. 

Santana/Earth, Wind & Fire - Aug. 24, 
7 p.m. Cellairis Amphitheater at Lakewood. 
Atlanta. 

Damien Escobar - Aug. 27, 7 p.m.  Mable 
House Amphitheater, 5239 Floyd RD., Ma-
bleton. 770-819-7765. 

Motown’s Greatest Hits - Aug. 28, 7 p.m. 
Mable House Amphitheater, 5239 Floyd RD., 
Mableton. 770-819-7765. 

Rod Stewart/Cheap Trick - Aug. 30, 7:30 
p.m. Cellairis Amphitheater at Lakewood. 
Atlanta. 

Anthony Hamilton - Sept. 3, 7 p.m. Ca-
dence Bank Amphitheatre at Chastain Park, 

Atlanta. 
Jungle - Sept 6, 8 p.m. The Eastern, 777 

Memorial Drive, Building C, Atlanta 30316
Kevin Hart - Sept. 9, 7 p.m., State Farm 

Arena. Atlanta.
Rick Braun - Sept. 10, 7 p.m.  Mable House 

Amphitheater, 5239 Floyd RD., Mableton. 
770-819-7765. 

Amy Schumer - Sept. 11, 7 p.m. Coca-Cola 
Roxy Theater, 800 Battery Ave SE, Atlanta, 

Silk - Sept. 17, 7 p.m.  Mable House Amphi-
theater, 5239 Floyd RD., Mableton. 770-819-
7765. 

Elton John, The Final Tour. Sept. 22, 8 
p.m. Mercedes Benz Stadium, Atlanta.

Nas/Wu Tang Clan  - Sept. 22, 7 p.m. Aar-
ons Amphitheatre at Lakewood,  2002 Lake-
wood Way, Atlanta 

Alicia Keys - Sept. 23, 8 p.m.  Cadence 
Bank Amphitheatre at Chastain Park, Atlan-
ta. 

Karol G/Aguidelo888 - Sept. 27, State 
Farm Arena. Atlanta

Larry Carlton - Oct. 1, 7 p.m. Center Stage 
Theater, Atlanta

Kirk Whalum, Oct. 1, 7 p.m.  Mable House 
Amphitheater, 5239 Floyd RD., Mableton. 
770-819-7765. 

Keith Urban - Oct. 8, 7:30 p.m. State Farm 

Arena,  1 State Farm Drive, Atlanta. Statefar-
marena.com

THEATER

“Trading Places - The Musical” - May 25-
June 26. Based on the Eddie Murphy movie of 
the same name. Alliance Theatre, Coca-Cola 
Stage.1280 Peachtree St. 404.733.4600.

“Fannie - The Music and Life of Fannie 
Lou Hamer” - June 14 - July 10. Kenny Le-
on’s True Color Theatre Company, South-
west Arts Center, 915 New Hope Dr., Atlanta. 
470-639-8241. Truecolorstheatre.org. 

FESTIVALS

Piedmont Park Arts Festival - Fri, Aug. 
19 – Sat. Aug. 20. Piedmont Park, 1320 Mon-
roe Dr NE Atlanta

Georgia Jam 2022 - Saturday, Aug. 27, 1-11 
p.m.  Georgia Jam 2022 is celebrating Geor-
gia Artists in an all-day festival… 11 bands, 1 
day, 1 venue, 1 amazing price. Check out the 
amazing lineup presented by Atlanta’s own 
LOR LIVE Entertainment. Gas South Arena, 

ON-THE-GO! Arts & Entertainment Calendar

See the FULL SCHEDULE at 

https://theatlantavoice.com

JANUARY 25 - 30 • THE FOX THEATRE
ON SALE NOW • FoxTheatre.org/Tootsie

40TH ANNIVERSARY

JULY 19 – 24
THE FOX THEATRE
FoxTheatre.org/MeanGirls 40TH ANNIVERSARY

ON SALE NOW

Welcome to Atlanta Voice's reviews of today's automobiles that have been impressive to the eyes and on the road.  From sports cars to SUVs, pockup trucks, and luxury automobiles, we have you covered!
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T
here are a lot of things in 
our Christian belief sys-
tem that require a leap 
of faith, including faith 
itself. The whole notion 

of blessings is like that. I think I’m be-
ginning to understand blessings a little 
more clearly from a spiritual perspec-
tive.

Haven’t we all been taught, at one 
time or another, to give rather than re-
ceive?

Christian or not, kindness and good-
will are thought to be wonderful attri-
butes of all people. Forgiveness and 
mercy are considered staples of the 
Christian diet. The result, we believe, 
in life now and in the next, is God gives 
rewards for a life spent giving with no 
hidden expectation of receiving in re-
turn.

Now all that sounds good until, 
somewhere in your world, life hap-
pens.

Unfortunately, at a very early age, we 
learn that life is cruel, unpredictable 
and the only religious factoid we expe-
rience is that our kindness is generally 

taken as weakness and our generosity 
viewed as foolish.

Life, and the people in it, will use you 
if you allow it. Pain often comes from 
an attempt to help somebody who 
doesn’t give a damn about you. It is the 
reason many a good person goes bad.

People will protect themselves 
against this kind of personal anguish. 
We learn how to survive in spite of dis-
appointment. We all eventually learn 
how to navigate a world in which we’ve 
come to believe nice guys do finish last, 
takers succeed and cheaters, well, they 
cheat.

Now here comes scripture with the 
edict that giving is always better than 
receiving. As a matter of fact, it is a 
Christian prerequisite.

I thought about this and came to the 
following conclusions. You don’t know 

what kind of mother you’ll be until you 
have children. You don’t know what 
kind of friend you’ll be until you be-
come one. You cannot know the depth 
of your ability to love someone until 
you are head over heels caught up in it.

The point is, you can’t really know 
yourself as a human being until you 
share your life with others, without 
fear, without restrictions, without 
conditions. It’s that “being a blessing” 
thing.

For many, including me, this is tough 
duty, because life is so cruel. However, 
only by being a friend can you know 
true friendship.

Only by giving love unconditional-
ly can you understand unconditional 
love. Only by being a blessing can you 
know being blessed. It doesn’t appear 
to work any other way.

If you go through life just existing, 
with a self-imposed set of criteria, then 
guess what? That’s what you’ll get in 
return: love and friendship with strings 
attached.

You can’t expect your prayers to be 
answered if your prayer life starts and 
stops with “I.”

I believe you block countless bless-
ings if your prayers include no one but 
you, and they echo the trials and tribu-
lations of your life only. This is evident 
by knowing the difference between 
praying in faith or praying out of fear.

God really shouldn’t have to ask 
what you have done for Him lately, 
when He asks so little of you. Just act 
like you know who He is and who you 
are in relation to Him.

“Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord.” (John 12:13)

Like I said, being a blessing is the 
only road to being blessed. Now take 
a look at the nonsense of this world. It 
should give you clarity. 

May you be a blessing to someone 
and may God bless and keep you al-
ways.

COLUMN | SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING

You can’t expect your prayers to be 
answered if your prayer life starts 

and stops with “I.”

BY JAMES A. 
WASHINGTON

The Atlanta Voice

Selfish versus selfless. Know the difference.

The Atlanta Business League hosts its 16th Annual Men of In-
fluence Reception & Induction Ceremony celebrating African 
American men and their accomplishments. Congratulations 
to the 2022 ABL Men of Influence, Legends Hall of Fame and 
Legacy Honorees!

The Reception & Induction Ceremony is a Hybrid Event…with Onsite & Virtual Attendance

August 2, 2022  |  6PM | Hyatt Regency Atlanta
265 Peachtree Street, NE  |  Atlanta, GA 30303

For more details and registration, visit https://cvent.me/nDaynR
or Call the Atlanta Business League, (404) 584-8126)

**No Onsite Registration Available**
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SENIOR (62+)
 Spacious 1-Bedroom Affordable!  

Rent Based on Annual Income  
Amenities, Great Location,
 and Convenient to Marta 

Please call for detailed information 

(404) 586-9098

CLASSIFIEDSwww.theatlantavoice.com • July 22 - 28, 2022

SENIOR (62+) HOUSING 
Now accepting Applications! 
Spacious 1-Bedroom 
Rent Based on Monthly Income 
Amenities & Convenient to Marta 
 
 
Call for detailed infor 
(404) 586-9098 
 

   

SENIOR (62+) HOUSING 
Now accepting Applications! 
Spacious 1-Bedroom 
Rent Based on Monthly Income 
Amenities & Convenient to Marta 
 
 
Call for detailed infor 
(404) 586-9098 
 

   

SENIORS

NOTICE

FULTON COUNTY ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID
Sealed bids for 22ITB135136C-MH - Testing and Repair 
of Backflow Devices for the Fulton County Real Estate and 
Asset Management Department, will be accepted by the Fulton 
County Department of Purchasing & Contract Compliance 
electronically through BidNet Direct at https://www.
bidnetdirect.com/georgia/fultoncounty, on Tuesday, August 
16, 2022. All bids submitted must be received no later than 
11:00 a.m. local (Eastern) time on the stated date.
Bids will be publicly opened and read at 11:05 a.m. on the stated 
due date via zoom.
Bid Bond: N/A
Scope of Work: Fulton County Government (“County”) seeks 
to contract with a vendor to provide on-site testing and repair 
of approximately 183 backflow prevention (BFB) devices for 
required maintenance services on “as needed” basis for Fulton 
County facilities. For repair of BFPs, the successful bidder 
(s) must have a valid Master II Plumber’s License issued by 
the State of Georgia. Additionally, the licensed plumber shall 
have taken and completed a course of study in the repair of 
backflow preventers. The detailed scope of work and technical 
specifications are outlined in the Scope of Work of the bid 
document.
In order to obtain complete information about this solicitation, 
please click the link below where this document and supporting 
documents can be downloaded, https://www.bidnetdirect.
com/georgia/fultoncounty.
Fee: N/A
Term of Contract: 1 Year with 2 Renewal Options.
A Pre-Bid Conference, will be held via zoom on Tuesday, July 
26, 2022 at 10:00 a.m., local time, to provide bidders with 
information regarding the project and to address any questions. 
Register in advance for this meeting: https://zoom.us/meeting/
register/tJUkceGhqDojGNa5BZvm-KejGd4Bd5WYwMVm
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email 
containing information about joining the meeting.
If you have any questions regarding this project please contact 
Mark Hawks, Chief Assistant Purchasing Agent, at Email: mark.
hawks@fultoncountyga.gov.
Fulton County reserves the right to accept or reject any or all 
bids and to waive technicalities.

FULTON COUNTY ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID
Sealed bids for 22ITB135025C-MH - Generator System 
Maintenance and Repair Services for the Fulton County Real 
Estate and Asset Management Department, will be accepted 
by the Fulton County Department of Purchasing & Contract 
Compliance electronically through BidNet Direct at https://www.
bidnetdirect.com/georgia/fultoncounty, on Tuesday, August 
16, 2022. All bids submitted must be received no later than 11:00 
a.m. local (Eastern) time on the stated date. Bids will be publicly 
opened and read at 11:05 a.m. on the stated due date via zoom.
Bid Bond: N/A
Scope of Work: Fulton County Government (“County”) seeks 
to contract with a vendor to provide on-site generator system 
maintenance and repair services for regular and systematic 
examination, adjustment, lubrication, replacement, and 
preventive maintenance of all components including automatic 
transfer switches for Fulton County facilities. The detailed scope 
of work and technical specifications are outlined in the Scope of 
Work of this bid document.
In order to obtain complete information about this solicitation, 
please click the link below where this document and supporting 
documents can be downloaded, https://www.bidnetdirect.com/
georgia/fultoncounty.
Fee: N/A
Term of Contract: 1 Year with 2 Renewal Options.
A Pre-Bid Conference, will be held via zoom on Tuesday, July 
26, 2022 at 12:00 p.m., local time, to provide bidders with 
information regarding the project and to address any questions. 
Register in advance for this meeting: https://zoom.us/
meeting/register/tJcvfuipqTsrGNaDtQhrA6ZWfrH8knahSuEt
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing 
information about joining the meeting.
If you have any questions regarding this project please contact 
Mark Hawks, Chief Assistant Purchasing Agent, at Email: mark.
hawks@fultoncountyga.gov.
Fulton County reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids 
and to waive technicalities.

FULTON COUNTY ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID
Sealed bids for 22ITB135453C-MH - Pickup and Removal 
of Deceased Remains for the Fulton County Medical 
Examiners Department, will be accepted by the Fulton 
County Department of Purchasing & Contract Compliance 
electronically through BidNet Direct at 
https://www.bidnetdirect.com/georgia/fultoncounty, on 
Tuesday, August 16, 2022. All bids submitted must be 
received no later than 11:00 a.m. local (Eastern) time on the 
stated date.
Bids will be publicly opened and read at 11:05 a.m. on the 
stated due date via zoom.
Bid Bond: N/A
Scope of Work: Fulton County Government (“County”) seeks 
to contract with a vendor to provide pickup and removal of 
deceased remains throughout Fulton County. The detailed 
scope of work and technical specifications are outlined in the 
Scope of Work of this bid document.
In order to obtain complete information about this solicitation, 
please click the link below where this document and 
supporting documents can be downloaded, 
https://www.bidnetdirect.com/georgia/fultoncounty.
Fee: N/A
Term of Contract: 1 Year with 2 Renewal Options.
A Pre-Bid Conference, will be held via zoom on Tuesday, 
July 26, 2022 at 11:00 a.m., local time, to provide bidders 
with information regarding the project and to address any 
questions. 
Register in advance for this meeting: https://zoom.us/
meeting/register/tJcvfuipqTsrGNaDtQhrA6ZWfrH8knahSuEt
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email 
containing information about joining the meeting.
If you have any questions regarding this project please contact 
Mark Hawks, Chief Assistant Purchasing Agent, at Email: 
mark.hawks@fultoncountyga.gov.
Fulton County reserves the right to accept or reject any or all 
bids and to waive technicalities.

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 

Probate and Family Court Department 

Norfolk Division                                                        Docket No. NO22D0245DR 

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION, MAIL, TEXT AND EMAIL 

Rebecca N. Garcia, Plaintiff 

v.

Kevin R. Garcia, Defendant 

To the above named Defendant: 
A Complaint for Divorce has been presented to this Court 
by the Plaintiff, Rebecca N. Garcia requesting that the court 
grant a Divorce for Irretrievable Breakdown. 
An automatic restraining order has been entered in this 
matter preventing you from taking any action 
which would negatively impact the current financial status of 
either party. See supplemental Probate Court rule 411. 

You are required to serve upon Hannah M. White, Esq. whose 
address is 1700 West Park Drive Suite 160 Westborough, 
MA 01581 your answer to the complaint on or before August 
17, 2022, if you fail to do so, the Court will proceed to the 
hearing and adjudication of this action. You are also required 
to file a copy of your answer in the office of the Register of this 
Court at CANTON. 

Colleen M. Brierley 
Colleen Brierley, Esq. Register of Probate 
                                
                                                        

SUMMONS

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Rental Units
In The Mechanicsville

Peoplestown Area
Starting at

2 Bdr 1Bth $750
1Bdr 1Bth $665

$30 Application Fee
Appliances Included

Total Electric
Call Today:

404.527.5465 EXT. 21
www.summechcdc.org

RENTAL

RENTAL

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

Rental Units
In The 

Mechanicsville
Peoplestown Area

Starting at 
2 Bdr 1Bth $750  

1Bdr 1Bth  $665
$30 Application Fee

Appliances Included  
Total Electric
Call Today:

 404.527.5465  EXT. 21 
www.summechcdc.org
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This HBCU 
Talent Is
Bringing That 
Energy To
Discover The 
Unexpected
2022

ANTONIO ANDREWS II
Tuskegee
University

— 
CHEVROLET

CORPORATE FELLOW

RAZA EL
Tuskegee
University

— 
CHEVROLET

CORPORATE FELLOW

JEVON JAMESWHITE 
Howard

University
— 

CHEVROLET
CORPORATE FELLOW

ASHLEY MCJUNKIN  
Texas Southern 

University
— 

CHEVROLET
CORPORATE FELLOW

JVONTE ‘JAY’ MORRIS  
Prairie View A&M 

University
— 

CHEVROLET
CORPORATE FELLOW

MENRA MAPFUMO
Clark Atlanta

University
— 

NNPA FELLOW

ASIA ALEXANDER 
Howard

University
— 

NNPA FELLOW

FREDERICK HARRELL 
Grambling State 

University
— 

NNPA FELLOW

DERRELL GREEN  
Morehouse

College
— 

NNPA FELLOW

LEYHA WILLIAMS  
Howard

University
— 

NNPA FELLOW

LEALER SIMS  
Southern
University

— 
NNPA FELLOW

FOLLOW THE DTU FELLOWSHIP STUDENTS ON THEIR JOURNEY!
chevydtuverse.com

#ChevroletDTU

CHEVROLET & THE NNPA
ARE CHARGING FORWARD
WITH YOUNG TALENT!


