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SATURDAY

TODAY

77º | 60º

Mostly cloudy,
showers around

82º | 63º

Variable clouds,
a t-storm

SUNDAY

84º | 63º

Nice with sun
and clouds

MONDAY

85º | 63º

Partly sunny
and comfortable

TUESDAY

86º | 64º

Partly sunny
and warm

WEDNESDAY

90º | 70º

Very warm with
clouds and sun

THURSDAY

91º | 70º

Mostly cloudy
and hot

Source: accuweather.com
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Stacey Abrams delivers a speech at The Gathering Spot on Monday, March 28, 2022 in Atlanta. (Photo: Itoro N. Umontuen/The Atlanta Voice)

Stacey Abrams receives endorsement
from Black women-led PAC
BY ITORO UMONTUEN

Wednesday morning, Georgia Democrat
Stacey Abrams received an endorsement
from Higher Heights for America. Higher
Heights is the only political action committee exclusively dedicated to electing more
progressive Black women at the federal and
statewide levels.
Abrams hosted an intimate conversation
over brunch at Nouveau, a Black-owned
restaurant in Jonesboro, which focused on
voting rights, health rights, reproductive
care and the economy and how each issue is
centered around Black women.
During an exclusive interview after the
brunch, Abrams explained her position following the leak of United States Supreme
Court Justice Samuel Alito’s drafted opinion that signaled the striking down of Roe
vs. Wade is imminent. Abrams said communities would only experience equitable
healthcare based on their geography.
“What that means is that if you live in
the state of Georgia, you have to travel at
least 250 miles to access a medical service,”
Abrams said. “But more than that, it is a
commentary on your quality of life. Access

to abortion, access to reproductive justice,
is about our dignity, our welfare, our health,
and our autonomy.
And so I am not only going to fight
against this decision, I’m going to fight
for the women of Georgia who deserve the
right to make decisions about their bodies,
decisions about their future. And we know
especially for Black women, maternal mortality rates are already the highest in the nation. And this will do nothing to abate that,
in fact, it will accelerate the challenges for
Black women.”
The Abrams campaign recently announced they have raised $11.7 million in
the three months ended April 30. Abrams,
who is running unopposed in the Georgia
Democratic gubernatorial primary, told the
Associated Press she had more than $8 million in cash on hand.
After the leaked draft opinion by U.S. Supreme Court Justice Alito, Abrams paused
fundraising and directed her donors to give
to five organizations that advocate for the
reaffirmation of Roe: The Feminist Women’s Health Center, SisterSong, ARC Southeast, Planned Parenthood Southeast and

NARAL Pro-Choice Georgia.
President and CEO of Higher Heights
for America, Glynda C. Carr, attended the
round table. Carr, along with Kimberly
Peeler-Allen, co-founded Higher Heights
in 2011. Its objective was to address the systemic deficit of organizing resources for
politically active Black women and the lack
of support for those who were considering
seeking elected office. Since then, the organization has developed several innovative
programs and efforts that have quickly solidified its reputation as the political home
and go-to resource for progressive Black
women.
“We are looking to invest in leadership
that looks like Stacey Abrams, we’ve never elected a Black woman governor in this
country’s history,” Carr said. “Currently,
there’s zero Black women serving in the
US Senate; we’ve only elected two in our
country’s history. Diverse decision making
tables make better decisions, and we help
more Black women lead by encouraging
them to run for office and then supporting
them as they govern.”
With hashtags such as #BlackWomen-

Lead, Carr has fostered a powerful coalition
that has inspired Black women to run for
and win high offices. Moreover, the Higher Heights-powered #BlackWomenVote, a
nonpartisan voter-activism campaign has
helped eleven Black women to the U.S. Congress–including one to the Senate, according to their website.
Joining Abrams at the brunch discussion were State Senator Gail Davenport, Sukari Johnson – Founder and CEO Passport
Moms LLC & Chair of Clayton Dems, Pharmacist and Doctor Courtney Jones, Juanita
Marry – CEO of Accession and Distributing
Training and an Army veteran, Janice Dixon, real estate agent Archie Emerson, and
Clayton State University student, La Chantell Allen Shepard.
“We were with her in her first run for Governor,” Carr explained. “We organize our
members and Black women to ensure that
she continues to bring our voice to public
policy. And so we look forward to the final
drive to election day, primary and then
straight to the general election to ensure
that we are uplifting the voices of Black
women voters in this election cycle.”
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Micahel Eric Dyson serves
as keynote speaker at 100
Black Men of Atlanta event

Senior primary care
centered on

Joyce

“I feel like CenterWell
provides me with the
personal care that
I need.”
Joyce, CenterWell patient

Keynote speaker Dr. Michael Eric Dyson addresses attendees at the 100 Black Men of
Atlanta event (photo courtesy of the Atlanta Voice).

THE ATLANTA VOICE
Staff Report
The dozens of people inside the ballroom
at the Renaissance Atlanta Waverly Hotel
listened intently as Keefe Gordon began telling his story. A senior mentee with 100 Black
Men of South Atlanta, Inc., Gordon has been
in the program since he was an eighth-grader, and is an example of what can happen
when mentors come into the lives of young
Black men in need of leadership.
Gordon was tasked with giving the invocation and blessing the food, and his story put
an exclamation on the event’s purpose. His
father was deported in 2018, and his mother, who was in attendance, was tasked with
being a single parent of a young, Black man.
His mother enrolled him in the 100 Black
Men of American mentorship program,
and four years later, he was demonstrating
the kind of leadership that the program is
known for.
Before asking all of the mothers in the
room to please stand for recognition, Gordon said about his fellow mentees: “You
don’t have to be afraid to be Black, because
Black is powerful.”
The 100 Black Men of Atlanta’s South
Metro Atlanta Celebration of Excellence
returned to in-person gathering Saturday
night after two years of remote celebrations.
11Alive news anchor Aisha Howard and author Michelle Taylor Willis were mistresses
of ceremonies, and 100 Black Men of America, Inc. chairman Thomas Dortch, via video,
gave the welcoming remarks.
The evening’s keynote speaker, public
intellectual and professor Dr. Michael Eric
Dyson, touched on a number of topics under
the banner of the “State of Black America.”
Dyson spoke to the room full of parents, children and mentors about voter suppression,

the 1619 Project, and the recent U.S. Supreme
Court Roe v. Wade decision leak, among other subjects.
As per usual, Dyson blended hip-hop and
R&B lyrics into a sermon-like diatribe about
the boys in the room that have gone through
the yearslong 100 Black Men of South Metro Atlanta, Inc. mentorship process. “We
have to claim these boys like you are doing
tonight,” said Dyson. “The larger community has to be celebrated. We have to love our
children so that they can thrive.”
Also among the topics of discussion were
local politics and the upcoming midterm
elections. Regarding Republican senatorial
candidate Herscel Walker, a former University of Georgia star running back and National
Football League player, Dyson asked that he
“stick to the gridiron.” The comment drew
laughs and applause from what felt like a
pro-Senator Raphael Warnock (D-GA) room.
The young men being celebrated Saturday night are preparing to enter Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs)
and local universities, on either full or partial scholarships. Program graduate Ryan
Kennedy Hendricks plans to attend Georgia
State University and major in journalism.
Escorted by his parents, Floyd and Phyllis
Hendricks, Ryan traveled to Africa for a missionary trip, where he volunteered at an orphanage during his time as a 100 Black Men
mentee.
New chapter president-elect Joe Swanson was introduced, and current president
and CEO, Rafiq Ahmad, who was honored
earlier in the evening, delivered the closing
remarks.
The event was sponsored by Georgia-Pacific, Wells Fargo, Chick-fil-A, Kroger, Publix
Super Markets Charities, Pepsi and Southwest Airlines, among others.
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Mental Health in a Pandemic – Take it Seriously
The 2020 pandemic highlighted the significance of prioritizing mental health, yet the number of those walking around untreated continues to grow.

Photograph by Jurien Huggins/Unsplash

BY SANDRA CHARITE
Within the past couple
of years, this country has
been facing a crisis that
can no longer be ignored.
While advertising campaigns have been created
and celebrities have front
lined endorsements to discuss this issue, the number of people dealing with
mental health continues to
grow.
Depression, self-harm
and suicide are rising
among young people. The
2020 pandemic highlighted the significance of prioritizing mental health
yet the number of those
walking around untreated
continues to grow. At some
point, we will have to realize that mental health is a
serious crisis in our country.
According to Mental
Health America, suicidal
ideation continues to increase among adults in the
U.S. The number of youth

struggling with depression
has increased. Sadly, the
majority of adults with a
mental illness do not receive treatment, totaling
over 20 million adults in
the United States who are
being untreated. White
youth with depression
were more likely to receive
mental health treatment
while
Asian-Americans
youth were least likely to
receive mental health care.
So many people are still
recovering from Covid-19
and the challenges of 2020.
Personally, the pandemic
took a toll on my mental
health. I found myself
going to work and coming
home to my empty apartment.
Although creative ways
to virtually stay socially
connected were implemented, it still wasn’t
enough like having people
physically present. There
were times when anxiety
and depression visited my

doorstep, but I was able to
overcome them with an
awesome support team. I
had people speaking life
into places where I felt
dead- many people don’t.
It’s important for us to
be honest about the mental health crisis. It’s easy
to have these slogans like
“Take care of your mental
health” but what does that
mean to a mother who just
had a baby and is dealing
with postpartum depression? What does that mean
to someone who is battling
bipolar depression, on a
fixed income, and can’t afford the $40 copayments
for the therapy session every two weeks? What does
that mean to the person
who has trust issues and is
fearful of confronting past
traumatic events they’ve
encountered in their lives?
In the past month, headline news articles have
showcased a series of
deaths. Whether they were

famous celebrities or the
neighbor next door, these
deaths were a result of suicide.
Unfortunately,
these
suicide cases are getting
younger and many attribute that to the rise of social media. Sadly, some
these individuals have
been dealing with their
mental health issues for
a quite some time then finally succumbed to those
suicidal thoughts leaving
loved ones with unanswered questions.
Witnessing a mental
health crisis can be unsettling, yet the number of
cases continues to rise in
our families, among our
co-workers and church
members, and loved ones.
According to the Centers for Disease Contro and
Prevention (CDC), a study
released in August 2020
that showed that over 40
percent of adults in the
United States reported

dealing with mental health
challenges or substance
use. What’s alarming is
more than 50 percent of
adults with mental health
concerns are not receiving
treatment.
The percentage of people experiencing severe
mental illness has jumped
but many Americans with
a mental illness are uninsured. In order to fully treat
the mental health crisis,
we must address all issues
that prevent full, holistic
treatment. We must ensure
that resources are accessible to all the individuals
who need it the most.
Sandra Charite is a Haitian-American author and
poet. Her first published
book, “Broken Crayons
Still Color,” was released in
2016. She is also the author
of “The Lies I Told Myself:
Only Truth Can Set You
Free,” a non-fictional memoir written to inspire and
refresh the spirit.
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Prominent Black clergy endorse Alisha Thomas Searcy for state superintendent
BY MAYNARD EATON

A

s activist Atlanta preacher
Rev. Timothy McDonald accurately recounts, education
has been the heartbeat of the
Civil Rights Movement. It fueled it, contends the former President of
the Concerned Black Clergy of Metropolitan Atlanta, and launched his ministry.
“I probably got arrested more than anything else because I believed in fighting
for education,” he reveals. “The key to upward mobility in our society, particularly
for African Americans, was education. And
our parents, who did not even have high
school diploma’s stressed education. If you
look at who really made the Civil Rights
Movement, it was students, particularly
high school students. So that right to vote
enabled them to have a better education,
better opportunities to advance themselves
and their families and generationally. But
that is under attack now. It's not even being raised as much in the African-American
community as it used to be."
That is why the politically savvy and
seasoned McDonald has enthusiastically
endorsed the candidacy of former Georgia
State Representative and school superintendent, Alisha Thomas Searcy as the
quintessential candidate to win election as
Georgia’s State Superintendent of Schools
in November.
"I think she brings a newness to it, an
excitement to it,” opines Rev. McDonald,
pastor of First Iconium Baptist. “She understands parents, she understands teachers, she understands students. She's able to
connect the dots now, which I don't believe
the other candidates are able to."
A plethora of other prominent pastors
throughout Georgia echo McDonald’s sentiments, while passionately urging their
parishioners and friends to vote for Searcy
in the May 24th Democratic Primary. Three
challengers oppose her.
“I remember meeting her as a young,
vibrant, excited young woman who was
willing to offer herself even then,” says one
of Georgia’s most revered religious leaders, Rev. Dr. Cynthia Hale, pastor of Ray
of Hope Christian Church. “She has strong
convictions, and her heart is for children
and for education. And so much so that she
is offering herself again for this position.
She is that committed. This is a critical position, particularly for us as African Americans. I am supporting and endorsing and
have already contributed to the campaign
for Alisha Thomas Searcy. I believe in her. I
believe in her heart.
Searcy, formerly known as Alisha Thomas Morgan, made history at age 23 by
becoming the first African American to
represent Cobb County in the Georgia General Assembly. She was raised in the Black
church during her youth in Miami and has
visited and/or spoken at more than twenty-five churches during her statewide cam-

Alisha Thomas Searcy, candidate for state superintendent

Pastor Jamal Harrison Bryant, New Birth Missionary Church

paign thus far.New Birth’s popular pastor
Rev. Jamal Bryant told a group of fellow
ministers on a recent Zoom call that he has
known Searcy since she was 15 years old,
when he was her NAACP Youth Director.
“Going back even to then she was always fiery but focused,” he preaches. “She
always was a natural-born leader of her
peers, even back then. For me to relocate
here to Atlanta and to see her still on the
vanguard, and the precipice of leadership

and change does my heart well, of knowing
that another generation is now taking the
torch and setting mediocrity ablaze. I stand
not just for her but with her and wholeheartedly put the heft of whatever weight I
may carry behind her because she has been
consistent and I really believe, without fear
of contradiction, that Alisha was born for
this.
Endorsements such as that have been
humbling and inspiring for the mother of

three school age children. "Earning the
support of pastors across our state is an
incredible honor,” Searcy says. “Some of
them have been friends and mentors for
more than a decade. I am grateful for their
support over the years. I am humbled by
the belief in me from this august body of
preachers and community leaders.”
Those leaders include the likes of Rev
Valerie Thompson of Columbus, who tells
this reporter, “Our rural areas get overlooked and our children are suffering, I believe, especially in Columbus, because we
are being overlooked. We are in a state of
emergency.”
For 17 years Rev. Thompson has pastored
the Revelation Missionary Baptist Church
and recently became “the first woman to sit
on the Cabinet” of the General Missionary
Baptist Convention of Georgia. She is a potent political influencer in Columbus.
“My question is: how are we going to
come together and make this work for our
children?” she asks rhetorically. “I think
Alisha will be able to bring a different flavor because of where she has been, because
she knows politics, and because she has
collaborated with people in higher places.
She has a heart for the children, and she
has a heart for education. She has closed
some gaps for children, where people have
said that it is impossible.”
Apostle Darryl Winston, the influential
activist pastor of Greater Works Ministries,
echoes that sentiment. “I've watched Mrs.
Searcy in the earlier days of her political
career cut her teeth on the steel wheel of
Georgia politics as one of the youngest African Americans elected,” Winston says.
“Her uncanny ability to work across the
aisle at a critical juncture in the history of
State politics caught my attention. As we
contend with the widening achievement
gaps in our educational system, coupled
with the devious plan to deny the children
of this state a true and accurate view of history, we need courageous leadership who
will come out of the corner of political expediency and fight!”
Rev. McDonald believes that since
the 2020 elections, “the Black church is
re-emerging as a key player” in electoral
politics. Education is critical to our democracy. “We’ve got to get education right,”
McDonald preaches. “And Georgia is at the
bottom in nearly every category as it relates to education. The State Superintendent’s race is critically important.”
That is why the candidate, Alisha Thomas Searcy solemnly concludes. “For me,
this show of support is beyond a political
endorsement,” she opines. “I am running
my campaign just as I will run the office
of the State School Superintendent. This
statewide list is a roadmap for our work to
partner with the faith community to bolster
support for public education and empower
parents to truly engage in the educational
experiences of our children."
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Greenwood, Inc. acquires The Gathering Spot
BY CRAIG ALLEN BROWN
Greenwood, a digital
banking platform created to address the banking needs of Black
and Latino communities, recently
acquired ownership of The Gathering Spot, a private membership
network that focuses on event hosting for Black professionals.
According to a statement
by Greenwood, Inc., the acquisition of The Gathering Spot has resulted in a collective community
of over one million people, making
Greenwood the largest combined
fintech and community platform
for Blacks and minorities.
Ryan Wilson, co-founder and CEO of The Gathering Spot
and chief community officer of
Greenwood, characterized the acquisition as an investment in community, and a pathway to financial
security for an often-underserved
community.
Gathering
Spot
“The
prides itself on building an intentional community, one where we

L-R: Ryan Glover, Ryan Wilson, TK Petersen and Paul Judge (photo courtesy of Ryan Wilson/The Gathering
Spot)
can celebrate each member and wealth.”
The Gathering Spot also has clubs
connect them to the resources and
The Gathering Spot is located in Washington, D.C. and
networks they need to build on comprised of event-driven facili- Los Angeles. Previous participants
their successes, Ryan said. “Joining ties that provide access to an ex- at events hosted at The Gathering
with Greenwood is a commitment clusive network of professionals, Spot include Gabrielle Union, film
to our community, and we share creatives and entrepreneurs, cu- director/producer Will Packer, U.S.
Greenwood’s vision in empower- rated experiences, exclusive con- senator Cory Booker (D-NJ) Cory
ing people and helping them to tent and other high-end amenities. Booker and gubernatorial candibuild opportunity and generational Along with its Atlanta location, date Stacey Abrams, among others.

Greenwood is a fintech organization founded by civil rights
icon and former Atlanta mayor Andrew Young, Grammy-award winner Michael “Killer Mike” Render
and Bounce TV creator Ryan Glover. The organization currently has
700,000 people on a waitlist for its
services.
Paul Judge, a technology
entrepreneur and board member
at Greenwood, sees the acquisition
as an important move in terms of
Black financial empowerment.
“The future of finance is community,” Judge said. “The Black community has been a cultural leader
for a long time. It makes sense that
it now becomes more of a leader
in business and in the future of finance.
“It is an important milestone to
have two Black-owned companies
on both sides of an M&A (mergers
and acquisitions) transaction. It
brings a new meaning to the term
‘Black-on-Black.’”

BUSINESS

Bitcoin crash is crushing Coinbase. Stock plunges again
BY PAUL R. LA MONICA
CNN BusinesS
(CNN) -- The bitcoin crash is hitting Coinbase really, really hard.
The cryptocurrency brokerage reported a first-quarter loss late Tuesday and revenue that fell 27% from a
year ago, missing Wall Street's forecasts. Coinbase shares plummeted
more than 25% Wednesday and hit
their lowest level ever.
Coinbase stock is now down more
than 75% this year and is trading
nearly 85% below its all-time high
price from November. Shares have
lost more than half their value in
just the past week alone.
The plunge in Coinbase's stock
coincides with the massive drop in
the value of bitcoin, ethereum and
other cryptocurrencies over the past
few months. Coinbase said in its
earnings report that about 48% of
its transaction revenue came from
bitcoin and ethereum in the quarter.
Bitcoin prices fell below $30,000
Wednesday following the Consumer
Price Index report on inflation.
As a result of the volatility, Coinbase reported steep drops in the
number of users, trading volume
and assets from the fourth quarter.

The cryptocurrency brokerage reported a first-quarter loss and revenue that fell 27% from a year ago, missing Wall Street's forecasts. (Michael Nagle/Bloomberg/Getty Images)
"The first quarter of 2022 continued a trend of both lower crypto
asset prices and volatility that began in late 2021," Coinbase said in a
letter to shareholders. But the company added that Coinbase remains
"as excited as ever about the future
of crypto."
Still, investors appeared to be
alarmed by new language in Coinbase's quarterly earnings filing with
the Securities and Exchange Commission that warned about bank-

ruptcy risks.
The company said that "in the
event of a bankruptcy, the crypto
assets we hold in custody on behalf
of our customers could be subject to
bankruptcy proceedings and such
customers could be treated as our
general unsecured creditors."
That would imply that customers
would not be able to access funds if
Coinbase declared bankruptcy.
But Coinbase CEO Brian Armstrong tried to reassure customers

and clear up any confusion about
the bankruptcy talk. In a series of
tweets late Tuesday night, Armstrong wrote that "your funds are
safe at Coinbase, just as they've always been" and added that "we have
no risk of bankruptcy."
Armstrong wrote that the company was required to include the
bankruptcy warning language because of "a newly required disclosure for public companies that hold
crypto assets for third parties" as a

result of SEC rules.
Coinbase is arguably the most
high-profile cryptocurrency company. It generated a lot of attention
earlier this year for a bizarre (but
buzzy) Super Bowl ad featuring
nothing more than a QR code that
moved around the screen for 60 seconds.
Coinbase said in its earnings report that the ad "resulted in significant improvements in our brand
awareness, favorability and consideration."
Coinbase has also been busy adding other cryptocurrencies to its
platform, such as cardano. And it
also has launched a marketplace for
non-fungible tokens (NFTs), digital
assets that have become increasingly popular in the art and collectibles
world.
None of this has been enough to
stop the massive slide in Coinbase's
stock, however.
The company went public last
year through a direct listing of its
shares on the Nasdaq and was immediately worth nearly $100 billion.
Coinbase's market value is now hovering around $15 billion.
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Woodhouse Spa Buckhead owner Stacey Howell brings
people together through health and wellness
THE ATLANTA VOICE
Staff Report

S

tacey Howell wants to show
her visitor the salt room.
“You have to see this,” she
says, as she leads her guest
to a therapy room bathed
in gold light. “Depending on what color
you like, it can be changed by remote
control,” said Howell, the owner of
Woodhouse Spa Buckhead.
Set to open later this month, Woodhouse Spa Buckhead is not only the
neighborhood’s newest spa, it’s one of
the few owned by a Black woman. On
the heels of the failed Buckhead City
secession movement, Howell is opening a business that is much more about
bringing people together than keeping
them apart. “I feel like I have something
to give back and to teach people,” she
told The Atlanta Voice. “My dream is to
bring everyone together.”
When asked why she chose a retail
space in Buckhead, Howell said she
looked at spaces around metro Atlanta,
including near Truist Park, the home

Woodhouse Spa Buckhead owners Hollis and Stacey Howell (photo courtesy of Tom Baylark)
of the World Series champion Atlanta
Braves. Something in Howell’s spirit
told her to keep looking in Buckhead.
“The whole world is here [in Buckhead],
and I want to be in a community that
speaks to diversity,” she said.
Buckhead is 11.7% Black, according to
a 2019 U.S. Census Bureau estimation.
Howell has her work cut out for her, but
she says she is ready to serve clients of
all races, creeds and colors. Tapping her
heart, Howell said, “This is a place to
help people get back to healing. We are
ambassadors of health and wellness.”
A 21-year-old Texas-based spa fran-

chise, Woodhouse Spa has 75 locations
around the country, including two in
Georgia: Alpharetta at Avalon and in
Dunwoody. This is Woodhouse Spa's
first Buckhead location. Lone Star
Funds, a Dallas-based private equity
firm with a presence in 11 countries,
purchased The Irby apartment building, which Woodhouse Spa is attached
to, for $115.5 million, according to Fulton County property records. Lone Star
Funds secured a two-year, $75 million
loan from Virginia-based national lender Capital One for financing.
Radiance Holdings, the parent com-

pany of Sola Salon Studios, the world’s
largest salon studios franchise, purchased Woodhouse Spa and all of the
company's locations in July 2020.
As the hospitality industry claws its
way back towards 2019 occupancy and
revenue levels, the resorts and spas that
make up the industry's drive-to and
walk-in business continue to thrive. Resorts and extended-stay hotels remain
high on the list of investor demand,
driving more lodging industry sales this
year, according to industry experts.
"We have to take care of ourselves,"
said Howell, who owns the spa with her
husband, Hollis. "I want this business to
thrive and to be able to give back to the
community," she said.
Woodhouse Spa Buckhead has leased
the ground floor space at 65 Irby Ave. for
10 years, a sign that the Howells are in
this for the long haul. The 5,000-squarefoot spa has 12 treatment rooms, a retail
shop, and a private couples massage
room. Following completion of exterior construction on the site, there will

be a patio added that will be able to be
booked for private parties and gatherings.
With 12 employees, nine working on a
full-time basis, Howell said there will be
an additional six to 10 new jobs available
at the spa. Woodhouse Spa Buckhead is
currently in the hiring phase, according
to Howell.
The spa will offer guests massages,
facials, traditional manicures and pedicures. There will also be a quiet room
and a ground-floor patio.
After giving a tour of the spa, Howell,
a mother of four with three stepchildren
from her current marriage, wanted to
share a story of a conversation she recently had with a Black mother. The
mother wanted to have Howell meet her
daughter in order for the child to see a
Black, female, Buckhead business owner in the flesh. “My kids are my inspiration too, so I understood what she was
doing,” Howell said. “They have to see
this; our children have to see that this is
possible.”

A HEALTHIER YOU FOR A
STRONGER DEKALB

YOU COULD BE AT A HIGH RISK

FOR SEVERE COVID-19
People with certain underlying medical conditions, such as obesity, diabetes, high blood
pressure, and heart disease are at a higher risk of getting very sick or dying from COVID-19.
Thankfully, vaccines are safe and highly effective at preventing severe illness,
hospitalizations, and death.
To get vaccinated and learn the facts, visit:

dekalbhealth.net/healthierdekalb

404.294.3700
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Young Thug's song lyrics are being used as evidence in his gang indictment
BY LEAH ASMELASH
CNN
(CNN) -- Grammy-winning rapper Young
Thug's lyrics are being cited as evidence in a
sweeping 56-count gang indictment, again
raising a debate over whether lyrics are protected free speech.
According to the 88-page indictment obtained by CNN, lyrics from the rapper's popular songs -- including "Slime Sh*t," "Original Slime Sh*t," and "Anybody" -- were used
as examples of "overt acts," some of which
constitute racketeering. Prosecutors allege
that Young Thug, real name Jeffery Williams, founded the gang Young Slime Life
in late 2012 and was a key figure in various
YSL activities. Rapper Gunna, real name
Sergio Giovanni Kitchens, is also charged in
the document. Williams was arrested at his
home in Atlanta on Monday, police said.
Most notably, prosecutors said that in 2015,
Williams rented an Infiniti Q50 sedan from
Hertz, which was later used in the murder
of a rival gang member. There are also references that paint Williams as the leader of the
YSL gang, as two associates discussed how to
obtain his permission to attempt to murder
rapper YFN Lucci while he was incarcerated.
"I'm prepared to take them down," "murder gang sh*t," and "I never killed anybody
but I got something to do with that body" are
just a few of the dozens of lines referenced in
the indictment.
Lyrics from other popular rappers referencing ties to Young Slime Life are also quoted in the indictment, along with social media
posts.

Grammy-winning rapper Young Thug's lyrics are being cited as evidence in a sweeping
56-count gang indictment, again raising a debate over whether lyrics are protected free
speech. (Michael Tullberg/Getty Images)

Williams has been booked into the Fulton
County jail and charged with conspiracy to
violate the Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt
Organizations Act (RICO) and participation
in criminal street gang activity.
This isn't the first time song lyrics have

been used by criminal prosecutors. In 2019,
prosecutors questioned Brooklyn rapper
Tekashi 6ix9ine about lyrics for his song
"GUMMO," asking if it included threats to rivals. In 2017, prosecutors tried to use Drakeo
the Ruler's "Flex Freestyle" as evidence that

he conspired to murder another rapper.
Not everyone supports allowing prosecutors to use lyrics as evidence. In "Rap on Trial: Race, Lyrics and Guilt in America" by Erik
Nielson and Andrea L. Dennis, rapper Killer
Mike argues that rap as an art form is a safe
space where raw emotions can and should be
expressed.
"Left unchecked, it has the potential to silence a generation of artists who are exercising their First Amendment right to express
themselves," he wrote. "These are voices we
should be encouraging, yet our criminal justice system has consistently looked for ways
to punish them."
Killer Mike also noted that other artists
from genres other than rap are often celebrated for their dark lyrics, while rappers are
vilified.
Last year, state senators in New York introduced the bill "Rap Music on Trial," which
would prevent art -- including song lyrics
-- from being used as evidence in criminal
cases. Jay-Z, Meek Mill, Big Sean and Kelly
Rowland all supported the bill, as did other
musicians.
But Fulton County District Attorney Fani
Willis sees it differently.
"I believe in the First Amendment; it's one
of our most precious rights. However the
First Amendment does not protect people
from prosecutors using (lyrics) as evidence if
it is such," Willis said during a press conference Tuesday. "In this case, we put it as overt
and predicate acts within the RICO count because we believe that's exactly what it is."

ENTERTAINMENT

'Sex Education' actor Ncuti Gatwa named as next 'Doctor Who' lead
BY AMARACHI ORIE, CNN
(CNN) -- Ncuti Gatwa, who is best known
for his performance in Netflix's "Sex Education," will replace Jodie Whittaker as
the next lead in "Doctor Who," the BBC announced Sunday.
"There aren't quite the words to describe
how I'm feeling. A mix of deeply honoured,
beyond excited and of course a little bit
scared," Gatwa said in a BBC press release.
"This role and show means so much to so
many around the world, including myself,
and each one of my incredibly talented predecessors has handled that unique responsibility and privilege with the utmost care. I
will endeavour my utmost to do the same."
Whittaker became the first woman to play
the Doctor when she was appointed as the
TARDIS-traveling Time Lord in 2017. Last
July, the BBC said that she would be bowing
out of the show -- leaving what she said was
"the best job" she ever had -- after season 13.
Gatwa, who has been nominated for Best
Male Performance in a comedy program at

Ncuti Gatwa, pictured in November, will become the next Doctor in "Doctor Who." (Carlo
Paloni/BAFTA/Shutterstock)

this year's BAFTAs, will now become the
14th Doctor in the show.
Up until now, he is best known for his role
as Eric Effiong in "Sex Education," a fictional
series which follows students seeking advice
from an underground sex therapy clinic at
school. Gatwa was awarded the Best Actor
Award at the Scottish BAFTAs in 2020 for his
role in "Sex Education."
"Doctor Who" showrunner Russell T Davies said in the press release: "Sometimes
talent walks through the door and it's so
bright and bold and brilliant, I just stand
back in awe and thank my lucky stars.
"Ncuti dazzled us, seized hold of the Doctor and owned those TARDIS keys in seconds."
Gatwa joins the long-running sci-fi series
-- which follows an alien Time Lord who
travels across space and time -- ahead of its
60th anniversary in 2023.
The new generation of Doctors has included Christopher Eccleston, David Tennant,
Matt Smith and Peter Capaldi.
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Biden mourns 1 million US Covid
deaths as 'irreplaceable losses'

Say hello to primary care
centered on seniors
Having trouble getting to your doctor?

President Joe Biden's administration will forcefully urge Congress to pass more Covid-19
funding during Global Covid-19 summit. (Oliver Contreras/Sipa/Bloomberg/Getty Images)

BY SAM FOSSUM, NIKKI CARVAJAL
AND MAEGAN VAZQUEZ
CNN
(CNN) -- President Joe Biden on Thursday
mourned 1 million American deaths from
Covid-19, using the occasion to again urge
Congress to pass additional funding to control the pandemic.
While other official tallies have placed the
figure a bit short of that mark, Biden marked
the moment during the White House's latest
virtual Global Covid-19 Summit, reflecting
on the pandemic's devastation on the nation
after more than two years.
"This pandemic isn't over. Today, we mark
a tragic milestone here in the United States
-- 1 million Covid deaths. One million empty
chairs around the family dinner table. Each
irreplaceable, irreplaceable losses. Each
leaving behind a family, a community, forever changed because of this pandemic. Our
hearts go out to all those who are struggling,"
Biden said during his opening remarks at the
summit, later acknowledging that "around
the world, many more millions have died" as
a result of the pandemic.
The President told attendees that the
global community has "to start working to
prevent the next variant, and the next pandemic, now."
"That's why I continue to call on Congress here at home to take the urgent action
to provide emergency Covid-19 funding
that is vital to protect Americans to make
sure we're that we maintain our supplies of
Covid-19 test treatments and vaccines, including next generation vaccines that are
being developed," he said, later highlighting
the request's $5 billion proposal "to keep up
our global partnership in the fight against
Covid-19."
In a proclamation issued Thursday ordering flags to be flown at half-staff to mark the
milestone, Biden wrote that the nation "must
not grow numb to such sorrow."
Thursday's summit is aimed at "redoubling" efforts to control Covid-19 and preparing the world for future variants of the coronavirus or the next deadly pandemic, two

senior administration officials said.
The event, which is also co-hosted by
Germany, Indonesia, Senegal and Belize,
is calling for countries to invest in the new
Global Pandemic Preparedness and Health
Security fund at the World Bank, and the US
announced that its pledge will increase to
$450 million, up from the initially promised
amount of $250 million. The summit will
also highlight an additional $3.1 billion in
new funding commitments from countries
around the world to combat Covid-19.
But as Biden, Vice President Kamala Harris and other Cabinet-level officials take part
in Thursday summit, which will urge other
wealthy countries to ramp up their coronavirus relief efforts in support of poorer
countries, the Biden administration's efforts
to secure further funding from Congress
to support coronavirus relief efforts will be
front and center.
Throughout the summit, administration
officials on Thursday will issue a "loud call"
to Congress to act and take "urgent action,
not empty words," one senior official said.
"If the US is to remain a leader -- protecting
Americans and the world from dangerous
disease threats -- we need Congress to act
now to provide more funding for the Covid
response," the second official added.
In addition to the summit's two overarching goals, there are three key priorities that
will guide Thursday's gathering: preventing
complacency on Covid-19, preventing deaths
from the pandemic, and preventing future
variants and pandemics -- with one official
noting it is "not a matter of if, but when."
This will be the second global Covid-19
summit the White House has hosted, following one in September.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken, US
Ambassador to the United Nations Linda
Thomas-Greenfield, Secretary of Health
and Human Services Xavier Becerra, USAID
Administrator Samantha Power, deputy national security adviser Daleep Singh and
White House Covid response coordinator Dr.
Ashish Jha are also taking part in Thursday's
summit.

CenterWell is coming soon to your neighborhood.
CenterWell Senior Primary Care™ is home to
board-certified doctors who listen closely and
create care plans just for you. With locations close
to home, you won’t have to travel far to experience
the difference.

A doctor’s office focused on the needs of seniors:
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On-site lab

Convenient
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The national baby formula shortage is getting worse
and parents are desperate for it to end
Originally Published: 11 MAY 22 14:04 ET

BY ALISHA EBRAHIMJI,
CNN
(CNN) -- Bryan Lambillotte knows the
anxiety-induced hunt for baby formula all
too well amid the ongoing national shortage.
He and his husband Chris are new parents to 2-month-old twins Brecon and London, who have been formula-fed since birth.
The couple chose not to have their surrogate
breastfeed them because they wanted the
babies' diets to stay consistent.
Lambillotte has searched online retailers
and manufacturers' websites for the formula instead of panic-driving store-to-store
around San Diego. But by the time he gets
to the check-out on most websites, the products are unavailable, he told CNN.
The worsening nationwide baby formula
shortage is affecting parents coast to coast,
including those who choose not to or cannot breastfeed and those whose medically
fragile children can't tolerate other nutrition sources. Beyond scouring the internet,
parents tirelessly search store shelves near
and far daily, coordinate formula exchanges
through Facebook pages and spend countless hours -- and sometimes huge sums of
money -- to make sure their children have
food.
The problem, rooted in the tight supply
chain, is exacerbated by a production halt
at an Abbott Nutrition facility in Michigan.
Abbott is seeking to restart the plant after
it recalled three popular brands of powdered infant formula in February following
reports four infants who ate formula manufactured at the facility got sick with rare
infections caused by Cronobacter sakazakii
bacteria and died.
Other manufacturers now say they're
producing at full capacity and making as
much formula as they can -- but it's still not
enough to meet demand.
Counting cans and numbering days
After experimenting with a few different
brands of formula, Lambillotte found one
that agreed with his twins, but with the
shortage, finding it has been hit-or-miss,
he said. On a recent trip to a Target in San
Diego, he got lucky, documenting his experience on TikTok.
The shelf had only six cans -- so he took
three for his family and left three, knowing another desperate family was probably
around the corner.
"Even though my babies come first and
foremost and I would do anything for them
... at the same time, I wanted to make sure
that I was thinking of other families that
were struggling in need as well," he said.
Indeed, retailers including CVS and Walgreens are limiting the number of formula

A baby formula display sits nearly empty at a Target store in Orlando. (Paul Hennessy/SOPA Images/Sipa USA/AP)
cans US customers can buy per transaction.
Target has limited online purchases of the
products.
In Georgia, Courtney Houston breastfed
her 11-month-old daughter Raelyn until last
week, as she couldn't physically produce
anymore, she said. Even before the major recall, she'd started noticing a formula
shortage in Dawsonville, 60 miles north of
Atlanta, she said.
After experimenting with a few brands,
going to grocery stores every day, getting
family and friends to check their local stores
and even venturing to other towns to check
supply, Houston transitioned Raelyn to
cow's milk. The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends infants be fed breast
milk for the first 6 to 12 months.
"It would get to the point when you go to a
store you just cry," Houston said. "And that
sounds crazy and pathetic and people are
like, 'Well, you can just try a different brand
or try a different type,' and we tried."
Ana Estrada's twin daughters were born
prematurely, at 25 weeks. One of them, Regina Orozco, only weighed 14 ounces and
spent nine months in the hospital with
health complications that made it impossible for her to eat anything by mouth.
Now 2, Regina exclusively relies on formula and eats through a feeding tube, and
doctors have told Estrada the child may

need to survive on formula for years, she
said.
The family, in Katy, Texas, now gets half
the hypoallergenic formula Regina needs
through health insurance, said Estrada,
who's been trying to supplement the difference herself. But the formula isn't sold in
stores, and substitutes haven't worked well.
Estrada now has eight cans, which will
last her a little over two weeks, she said. But
the formula shortage worries her.
"There's people on eBay actually reselling
formula, but it's like three cans for $200 or
something like that. And two cans is only
going to last for four days, so that's not going
to solve my issue for the month," she said.
"It is so frustrating that nothing seems to
be done and not enough attention is being
given to the issue when there are many medically fragile babies and kids that cannot
survive without these special formulas," she
said. "We're scared that we might run out of
options."
Alex Hutkin, the dad of 4-month-old
twins Chloe and Nicolas, also is trying to
find formula to supplement what his health
insurance doesn't provide, he told CNN.
Born prematurely, Chloe spent 64 days in
a newborn intensive care unit near their
home in Arlington, Virginia; Nicolas spent
84.
Just after the pair were born, they ate do-

nor milk from a milk bank until Hutkin's
wife's supply came in. In the hospital, Chloe
and Nicolas partially ate breast milk and
partially ate formula. After they were discharged, they moved to formula only.
"It's pretty hard to build up a supply
breast milk supply for twins, and it's really
difficult to do when you're working and it's
just a lot of pressure on my wife," he said.
"So she made the decision to suppress her
milk supply, and they've (the twins) been on
formula since they came home."
Nicolas is still on a feeding tube, so his
formula is provided through the family's
health insurance, Hutkin said. The twins eat
essentially the same formula that's geared
toward premature babies, he said, but it has
been especially difficult to find in its powder
form, which is what they need for the caloric
content.
"Just seeing the shelves just bare, it's pretty nerve-racking, especially when you start
getting down to your last couple of cans and
you're just not sure what you're going to if
you can't find that formula," he said.
"We're in a situation where our children
are on this formula because of the calorie
content of it -- not because they have food
allergies -- so if we really needed to, we
could put them on a different formula -- but
only if we needed to ... There are a lot of families that don't have that option."
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The Gallery at South DeKalb is under new management
BRIA SUGGS
The Atlanta Voice

T

he Gallery at South DeKalb
was sold to the Namdar Realty
Group during a December 2021
auction, for roughly $19.3 million. The mall’s previous owner,
Thor Equities, defaulted on a commercial
mortgage-backed securities loan, leading to
the recent sale.
The mall opened in 1968 and has recently acquired several vacant storefronts, including anchor tenants such as Macy’s. The
Namdar Realty Group specializes in regional
malls and other commercial real estate. The
company has partnered with Mason Asset
Management to oversee leasing efforts.
"Namdar Realty Group does not own the
former Macy's box, but we are actively working on backfilling the former movie theater
and Fallas Discount Store," said Igal Nassim,
director of leasing at Mason Asset Management.
Donna Smiley is the lead commercial broker working with management and ownership to aid with the revitalization of The Gallery at South DeKalb. The mall spans 71 acres
and over 800,000 square feet. There is open
space for a movie theater, and potential spaces for an event center and gymnasium.

Caption.

“The property has transitioned to new
ownership; [I was] approached to be involved
with this project several weeks ago,” Smiley
said. “I reached out to The Gallery at South
DeKalb inquiring about a space for one of
my existing clients. During the negotiation, management reached out and asked if
I would be interested in leading the leasing
efforts for the mall. For me, that was an easy
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Leona Barr-Davenport, President & CEO
Ceremony Co-chair Ceremony Co-chair
Tai A. Roberson
Tad Hutcheson
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to the
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decision, being that this mall has been a pillar in the community for a very long time.”
Her responsibilities will consist of sourcing a diverse new set of tenants that will
hopefully bring a renewed energy to the mall.
Smiley’s goal is to bring more entertainment,
food court options and more national brands
to the shopping center.
Mall management is hopeful that the Gal-

lery at South DeKalb can make a significant
positive impact on the surrounding community.
"The mall is committed to serving DeKalb
County, and is looking forward to hosting
events that benefit and bring the community
together,” general mall manager Tene Gallemore said. “We are currently holding early
voting on the property through May 20th."
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Atlanta-raised Harris shines for US Virgin Islands national team
BY ROSELYN EBERHARDT AND CRAIG
ALLEN BROWN
Texas-born, Atlanta-raised Zahmyre Harris is using his talent as a soccer player to
dismantle barriers and positively influence
generations on and off the soccer field.
From playing at a young age, to now
competing in the World Cup and Olympics
Games for the U.S. Virgin Islands national team, Harris has become a trailblazer in
a sport not normally embraced by African
American males.
“I started playing soccer when I was 3,”
Harris said. “When you’re young, you don’t
really see it as very serious. You just have fun
with it.”
As Harris started to further develop his
soccer skills, he began to compete alongside
older players in youth programs.
“Moving here, I didn’t really know the
ins and outs of soccer. I just had natural talent,” he said. “Eventually, I found the right
leagues and teams and coaches. I was playing at the highest level possible in the state
of Georgia and in the nation.”
Harris later attended Woodland High
School in Stockbridge, where he would go
on to score 45 goals and rack up 27 assists
during his career. He would eventually earn
all-conference and all-region honors, along
with an offensive player of the year award.
Though Harris had a number of coaches
that aided in the development of his talents,
he attests that no one’s support was as important as his father’s.
“I was playing basketball and football…
in ninth grade,” Harris said. “My father told
me I needed to focus on one sport, and the
way he explained it to me was as if he already
knew what sport I should choose. And from
ninth grade on, I never partook in any other
sport. I just decided I was going to put my all
into soccer.”
Harris would go on to play collegiate soccer at Georgia Southwestern University and
Georgia Southern University.
At the age of 18, Harris became able to
compete with the U.S. Virgin Islands national
soccer team because his father and paternal
grandparents were natives of the territory.
As with most Caribbean territories, soccer is
the most popular and most celebrated sport
among residents of the Virgin Islands.
The Virgin Islands national team is relatively young; most of the team’s players are
25 years old or younger.
“It’s a long process,” Harris said. “It’s a
young team that’s growing together, building chemistry. With time, we [will] get better
and better. The future is very bright.”
While maintaining a genuine appreciation
for the sport of soccer, Harris has also identified socioeconomic barriers that may have
possibly prevented the growth of the game in

Atlanta-bred Zahmyre Harris (foreground). (photo by Danny Del Gaudio
the U.S.
fessional level because they didn’t have the
“I feel like the problem that comes with
[resources].”
soccer in America as opposed to other
From the time Harris began playing, he
countries is that soccer is more so a sport
has seen an improvement in terms of fifor wealthier people,” Harris said. “A lot of
nancial support for soccer players. Teams
times, you have a lot of players that are good,
are now offering more financial aid through
but a lot of them don’t get the same opporscholarships and other means, which entunity if they’re not able to afford to pay to
ables more athletes to compete.
play for these teams. That’s the problem I
“It’s good that kids can have an opportufeel like a lot of people have seen with soccer:
nity to play this sport, and everyone has an
you may have somebody who is really good,
opportunity regardless of their family’s in[but] you will never see them reach the procome, which I think is a good thing,” Harris

Harris advances the ball downfield. (photo by Danny Del Gaudio)

said.
When asked how soccer can be better
supported throughout Atlanta’s Black communities, Harris said,”When I first moved to
Atlanta, I would always hear somebody say,
‘You’re Black, and you play soccer? I’ve never
heard of that.’
“I would like to show kids from Atlanta
that soccer is a sport for any race. There are
kids who wouldn’t even think about playing
soccer, so I would like to spread that [idea]
within the community.”
Along with changing the mindset of Black
youth about soccer in his hometown, Harris
also wants to affect change in Europe. He
contends that soccer would be an effective
vehicle in combating racism there, given
the popularity and potential influence of the
sport.
“I feel like soccer would be the perfect
sport for that,” Harris said. “You have a lot
of people in Europe who will be a fan of a
Black or African American player, and then
the minute that player [doesn’t] have a good
game or makes a mistake, [fans] may use a
derogatory or racist term towards them.”
Harris continues to note the growth that
soccer has made within the country, and
takes pride in the love and support that has
come with it.
“It’s a good thing; it’s really nice to see
that it’s growing,” Harris said. “When I first
moved to Atlanta, there was no professional
team, only a semi-professional team. Watching the transition and how things changed
and grew so fast with soccer - not just in Atlanta, but in the country - it’s a nice thing
to see, because I feel like people around the
world love this sport.”
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Arts & Entertainment Calendar

(Events may change without notice. Promoters are requiring health checks in order to
attend. Check with the venue or Ticketmaster
or Live Nation for updates. Health Check requires proof of vaccination or recent COVID
test. See the full schedule at The Atlanta
Voice.com)
PERFORMANCES
Atlanta Ballet Presents Strike Your
Fancy- May 13 - 15 (Times vary) Cobb Energy
Performing Arts Centre, 2800 Cobb Galleria
Parkway, Atlanta
Tank - May 14, 7 p.m. Mable House Amphitheater, 5239 Floyd RD., Mableton. 770819-7765.
Marlon Wayans - May 14, 7:30 p.m. Center
Stage Theater, Atlanta
Kenny G - May 15, 8 p.m. Atlanta Symphony Hall. Atlanta
Departure - A tribute to Journey - May
15, 7 p.m. Mable House Amphitheater, 5239
Floyd RD., Mableton. 770-819-7765.
Itzak Pearlman with the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra - May 20, 7 p.m. Atlanta
Symphony Hall. Atlanta
Nick Cannon’s MTV’s Wild N Out - May
20, 8 p.m. Cellairis Amphitheater @ Lakewood. Atlanta
Dave Matthews Band - May 21, 7:30 p.m.
2002 Lakewood Way, Atlanta,

Will Downing (Wade Ford Concert Series)
- May 21, 7 p.m. Mable House Amphitheater,
5239 Floyd RD., Mableton. 770-819-7765.
War/Ohio Players - May 22, 7 p.m. Mable
House Amphitheater, 5239 Floyd RD., Mableton. 770-819-7765.
Gipsy Kings - May 28, 8 p.m. Cadence
Bank Amphitheatre at Chastain Park, Atlanta.
Lalah Hathaway - May 28, 7 p.m. Mable
House Amphitheater, 5239 Floyd RD., Mableton. 770-819-7765.
R&B Only: Erykah Badu/Miguel/Wale/
Ann
Marie/DVSN/Dende/Lucky
Dave/
Lloyd/Meta and others. - May 28. Lakewood
Amphitheatre. Atlanta
Cameo - May 29, 7 p.m. Mable House Amphitheater, 5239 Floyd RD., Mableton. 770819-7765.
Bonnie Rait - June 3, 8 p.m. Cadence Bank
Amphitheatre at Chastain Park, Atlanta.
BareNaked Ladies - June 4, 7 p.m.Cadence Bank Amphitheatre at Chastain Park,
Atlanta.
Doobie Brothers, 50th Anniversary Tour
- June 7, 7:30 p.m. Ameris Bank Amphitheater, 2200 Encore Parkway Alpharetta, GA
30009. 404-733-5013
Indigo Girls - June 9, 8 p.m. Cadence Bank
Amphitheatre at Chastain Park, Atlanta.

Coldplay/H.E.R. - June 11, 7 p.m. Mercedes Benz Stadium, 1 AMB Drive NW, Atlanta. Mercedesbenzstadium.com
Manhattan Transfer - June 11, 7 p.m. Rialto Center. Atlanta.
Ledsi/Eric Roberson - June 11, 7 p.m.
Mable House Amphitheater, 5239 Floyd RD.,
Mableton. 770-819-7765.
Steely Dan/Steve Winwood/ Snarky
Puppy - June 14, 7:30 p.m. Cadence Bank
Amphitheatre at Chastain Park, Atlanta.
Kid Rock/Grand Funk Railroad - June
15, 7 p.m. Lakewood Amphitheater. Atlanta
Southern Soul Blues Festival - June
18, 7 p.m. Cadence Bank Amphitheatre at
Chastain Park, Atlanta.
Gregory Porter - June 18, 7 p.m. Mable
House Amphitheater, 5239 Floyd RD., Mableton. 770-819-7765.
Ringo Starr and his All-Starr Band, 8
p.m. Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre,
2800 Cobb Galleria Parkway, Atlanta
Trombone Shorty - June 22, 8 p.m. Cadence Bank Amphitheatre at Chastain Park,
Atlanta.
Taylor Dane - June 25, 7 p.m. Mable
House Amphitheater, 5239 Floyd RD., Mableton. 770-819-7765.
Patti LaBelle/Will Downing - June 25,
8 p.m. New Jersey Performing Arts Center,

Newark, NJ. An Online Event. Sponsored by
Music Festival Online. See Facebook events.
Brian Culbertson - June 26, 7 p.m. Mable
House Amphitheater, 5239 Floyd RD., Mableton. 770-819-7765.
The Masked Singer - June 26, 7:30 p.m.
The Fabulous Fox Theatre,660 Peachtree St.,
Atlanta.
Backstreet Boys - June 28, 7:30 p.m.
Ameris Bank Amphitheater, Alpharetta.
Chicago and Brian Wilson with Al Jardine and Blondie Chaplin - June 29, 7 p.m.
Ameris Bank Amphitheater, Alpharetta.
Nothing But Soul Tour, July 1, 7 p.m.
Mable House Amphitheater, 5239 Floyd RD.,
Mableton. 770-819-7765.
KRS-One, July 2, 7 p.m. Mable House
Amphitheater, 5239 Floyd RD., Mableton.
770-819-7765.
New Kids on the Block/Salt-N-Pepa/
Rick Astley/En Vogue - July 7, 7:30 p.m.
State Farm Arena, 1 State Farm Drive, Atlanta. Statefarmarena.com. Ticketmaster.com.
Boney James - July 2, 7 p.m. Mable House
Amphitheater, 5239 Floyd RD., Mableton.
770-819-7765.
Maze - July 9, 8 p.m. Cadence Bank Am-

See the FULL SCHEDULE at
https://theatlantavoice.com
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‘Seedless faith is useless’

BY JAMES A.
WASHINGTON

The Atlanta Voice

Hopefully, this is a different take
on a familiar subject: scripture refers
to one’s faith, “the size of a mustard
seed,” as a true indicator of its power.
Faith, for all we talk about it, is
probably one of the more misunderstood and unappreciated concepts
in Christianity, I think. I believe this
because, in truth, real faith evokes
tangible power.
Now the power I’m speaking of
seems to only be recognized in very
extreme circumstances. We all know
people who have heart-wrenching
testimony about faith’s manifestation in tremendously dire situations
in their lives.
When the chips are down and
backs are up against the wall, I too
can recall how God has interceded
and positively impacted very negative and hopeless moments.
And I believe if you’re honest with
yourself, you can too.
But that’s not what I’m talking
about. I’m talking about the faith that

When the faith I speak of becomes as
habitual as dressing oneself, I believe we
release tremendous power within ourselves
that the rest of the world is compelled to see.
puts God’s full armor on each and every day, the kind that is as habitual
as getting up, showering and getting
dressed every morning.
You know, it’s just part of who you
are. Dare I say, most of us don’t do
this?
If I had to put it into words, I’d
probably describe it as being a constant Standard bearer for Christ. My
biblical example would be Paul.
When all is said and done, Paul’s
faith, clearly, is an all-day deal. He,
just like most of us, had his “thorns”
which plagued his walk with the
Lord.
But in reading Paul, it dawned on
me that faith is so much more than
its simple declaration; a declaration
we all habitually say; “I believe!”

But, as you’ve heard me write and
say constantly, faith is a verb.
When activated in your life, all
things get placed into God’s hands,
i.e. worry, family problems, health
matters, money concerns.
Even the most trivial of things get
undergirded by one’s real faith.
When the faith I speak of becomes
as habitual as dressing oneself, I believe we release tremendous power
within ourselves that the rest of the
world is compelled to see.
Once seen by others and experienced by ourselves, there is only
one source to which to attribute it;
God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit. That
source allows us to endure, persevere,
withstand, stand strong, sometimes
alone and be victorious.

Paul said, “Three times I pleaded
with the Lord to take it away from me.
But He said, ‘My grace is sufficient for
you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.’
Therefore, I will boast all the more
gladly about my weaknesses, so that
Christ’s power may rest on me.
That is why for Christ’s sake, I delight in weakness, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties.
For when I am weak, I am strong.” (2
Corinthians 12:8-10)
Hopefully, you can see the power
in this as I have. Faith is indeed a verb
manifest in how you deal with and
confront your issues.
Remember faith is useless unless
someone or something attempts to
wreak havoc on your life.
Then that armor thing again acts as
it should to not only protect you but
also give you the power to overcome.
May God bless and keep you always.

FAITH

Faith Communities to Help Lead Moral March on Washington
The Moral March will address the neglect of poor and lowwealth people in the United States during the COVID-19 pandemic.

BY LYNDIA GRANT
April 4, 1968, the day Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was
murdered, is a significant date to be remembered. On that
date this year, Bishop William J. Barber II of the Poor People’s
Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival held a press conference at the National Press Club to show how extreme disparities are and have been in poor communities nationwide.
These communities consist of African-Americans, and his
report shows how they have been and continue to be hit disproportionately by COVID-19. The neglect of poor and lowwealth people in this country during a pandemic is immoral,
shocking and unjust, especially in light of the trillions of dollars that profit-driven entities received.
The Mass Poor People’s & Low-Wage Workers’ Assembly
and Moral March on Washington and to the Polls will be held
on June 18, 2022, will be attended by all generations, and it
will be a transformative and disruptive gathering of poor and
low-wealth people, state leaders, faith communities, moral
allies, unions, and partnering organizations.
It is a declaration that we won’t be silent anymore, a declaration of an ongoing, nonviolent, truth-telling multi-racial,
multi-generational, interfaith moral movement that’s been
building for three years.
We are a moral fusion movement with a complete Third
Reconstruction agenda that has 45 state coordinating committees, over 2,000 clergies who lead congregations, economists, voting rights lawyers and advocates, and 200 partners
that reach millions of people.
Mobilizing was key to the First Reconstruction in the 19th
century. As a prelude to the Progressive Era and the New
Deal, Coxey’s Army (1894) and Bonus Marchers (1932) assem-

Photograph courtesy of CottonBro/Pexels
bled in Washington, D.C., to put a face on the issue of poverty
that was being ignored by elected leaders. You are invited.
A report to connect COVID-19 deaths in the U.S. to both
poverty and race was released April 4 at the National Press
Club in D.C. by the Poor People’s Campaign and a team of
world-renowned economists, researchers and experts.
Get the most trusted news and information source for and
about Black people in your inbox every week.
The unprecedented findings of the “Poor People’s Pandemic Digital Report and Intersectional” were released by
the Poor People’s Campaign and the UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network.
Barber, the campaign’s co-chair, said:
“On the 54th anniversary of the murder of Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., when he was pleading with the nation to ad-

dress poverty, racism and militarism, it is shameful that we
have 140 million poor and low-wealth people in this nation.
“Even in a global pandemic, there hasn’t been a systematic
assessment of the impact of COVID-19 on poor and low-income communities. COVID-19 data collection does not include data on poverty, income, or occupation, alongside race
and pandemic outcomes.
“The Poor People’s Pandemic Digital Report and Intersectional Analysis addresses this knowledge gap and exposes
the unnecessary deaths by mapping community characteristics and connecting them with COVID-19 outcomes.
“The findings of this report reveal neglect and sometimes
intentional decisions to not focus on the poor. The neglect
of poor and low-wealth people in this country during a pandemic is immoral, shocking and unjust, especially in light of
the trillions of dollars that profit-driven entities received.
“It is further evidence why we must have a Mass Poor People’s and Low-Wage Workers’ Assembly and Moral March on
Washington and to the Polls on June 18 as a declaration that
our movement will intensify and embolden our agitation for
this nation to have a third reconstruction that fully addresses
poverty, racism, ecological devastation, denial of healthcare,
and the war economy.”
“It is further evidence why we must have a Mass Poor People’s and Low-Wage Workers’ Assembly and Moral March on
Washington and to the Polls on June 18 as a declaration that
our movement will intensify and embolden our agitation for
this nation to have a third reconstruction that fully addresses
poverty, racism, ecological devastation, denial of healthcare,
and the war economy.”
Lyndia Grant is a writer for the Washington Informer, and
host of the radio show, “Think on These Things.”
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Former NBA player Adreian Payne shot dead in Orlando
BY TINA BURNSIDE, KEVIN DOTSON AND AMY
WOODYATT
CNN
(CNN) -- Former NBA player Adreian Payne was shot and
killed in Orlando, according to authorities in Florida.
Deputies with the Orange County Sheriff's Office responded to a shooting just after 1 a.m. Eastern Time on Monday,
where they found Payne, 31, shot.
The gunman, who was later identified by police as Lawrence Dority, stayed at the scene and was transported to Orange County Sheriff's Office headquarters where he was interviewed by homicide detectives.
Dority has been arrested on a warrant for First Degree Murder and transported to the Orange County Jail, according to
the statement. It is unclear if he has an attorney on record at
this time, and a motive for the shooting is not known.
Payne was a standout playing four seasons at center for the
Michigan State Spartans, where his team twice won the Big
Ten Conference Championship.
He was drafted in the first round of the 2014 NBA draft by

Adreian Payne is pictured playing for the Minnesota
Timberwolves against the Charlotte Hornets in the first
quarter of an NBA basketball game, Tuesday, Nov. 10, 2015,
in Minneapolis. (Jim Mone/AP)
the Atlanta Hawks and played four seasons in the NBA with
the Hawks, the Minnesota Timberwolves and the Orlando
Magic.
He went on to play internationally, including in China,
Greece, France, Turkey and Lithuania, according to a news
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release from Michigan State's men's basketball program.
"I'm in shock at the tragic news of Adreian Payne's death,"
Michigan State men's basketball coach Tom Izzo said in a
statement. "Our prayers are with his family, teammates and
loved ones," he said.
"Adreian was loved by his teammates and coaches, who respected his development as a player and a person. He came
to Michigan State with a ton of raw talent and put in the work
to reach his goal of becoming an NBA player.
Izzo added that Payne would be remembered by Spartans
fans for his "kind heart" and his friendship with Lacey Holsworth, an eight-year-old who had been stricken with neuroblastoma in 2012 before her passing in 2014.
"Today is a difficult and sad day for the Spartan basketball
family. Following graduation, Adreian regularly returned to
East Lansing," Izzo added.
"In doing so, he developed and strengthened relationships
with players from all eras. I've heard from many of those
players today, each one experiencing heartbreak, and each
one with their own fond memory of Adreian," he said.

CLASSIFIEDS
NOTICE

CEASE & DESIST OF MR. MALIK S. ROBINSON, NOTICE BY
PUBLICATIONS DOCKET NUMBER: TBD
Supreme Court of New York, Kings County, located at 360
Adams Street, #4, Brooklyn, New York 11201.
TO: Mr. Malik S. Robinson, d/b/a Chubbs Wilson.
A Cease & Desist has been issued to you at numerous locations
in which you have listed as your place of operations from public
records – in the Cities of Hampton, Duluth, and Fayetteville. We
hereby seek to you put on notice via public notice, as some of
the letters sent via certified mail were returned undeliverable.
The Cease & Desist concerns your transgressions against Dr.
Liana Stein, D.D.S—namely your malicious, improper, offensive,
and defamatory statements you have made against Dr. Liana
Stein, D.D.S., either by text message, by direct message on social
media, or through your paid who is a respected professional
in her community and proud mother of 3 children. We hereby
demand that you cease and desist from your discriminatory and
SENIOR (62+) HOUSING
SENIOR (62+) HOUSING
offensive campaign against Dr. Liana Stein, D.D.S., and should
Now accepting Applications!
Now accepting Applications!
you not, we will file suit, seek an immediate injunction, and
Spacious 1-Bedroom
Spacious 1-Bedroom
Rent Based on Monthly Income
Rent Based on Monthly Income pursue you for damages.
Amenities & Convenient to Marta
Amenities & Convenient to MartaIf you have an attorney, your attorney should reach out to me
at VMiletti@Milettilaw.com. If you have a right to an attorney
and if the court determines that you are indigent, the court
Call for detailed infor
Call
for
detailed
infor
Spacious 1-Bedroom Affordable! (404) 586-9098
(404) 586-9098
will appoint an attorney to represent you. If you fail to appear
Rent Based on Annual Income
respond to these notices, the presumption will be that you are
Amenities, Great Location,
intentionally evading our attempts, and such will be relevant on
any adjudication of this matter.
and Convenient to Marta

SENIORS

SENIOR (62+)

Please call for detailed information

For further information call our Offices, the Law Office of Vincent
Miletti, Esq., at (609) 353-6287.

(404) 586-9098

OPPORTUNITIES
SENIOR SOFTWARE ENGINEERS, CORE SERVICES

American Info systems Inc., Atlanta, GA,
seeks MuleSoft Developer to analyze, design, develop and manage applications using
MuleSoft ESB, Maven, RAML, API gateway,
API Design center, Anypoint platform, SQL,
PL/SQL and Dataweave.
Resumes to seema@usinfosys.com.

FullStory, Inc. in Atlanta, GA: Architect and execute
on improvements tofundamentals of the system
architecture, core libraries, and operations. Write code,
tests, and documentation to support new features. Travel
less than 10% of the time. Remote work permitted within
the U.S. Mail resume to: FullStory, Inc., Attn: Genna
Weinstein, 1745 Peachtree Street NE, Suite G, Atlanta, GA
30309. Reference #: #SB636961.

FULTON COUNTY ADVERTISEMENT FOR PROPOSAL
Sealed proposals for 22RFP032922K-CRB - Design-Build Services for
the Peachtree Library Renovation for the Fulton County Library System
Department, will be accepted by the Fulton County Department of
Purchasing & Contract Compliance, electronically through Bidnet Direct
at https://www.bidnetdirect.com/georgia/fultoncounty, on Wednesday,
June 8, 2022. All proposals submitted must be received no later than
11:00 a.m. local (Eastern) time on the stated date. Proposers names will
be publicly read at 11:05 a.m., local time on the stated due date via zoom.
Proposal Bond: N/A Scope of Work: Fulton County, Georgia (“County”) is
looking for a Design/Build Team (D/B) to provide design and construction
services for the 9,520 sf Peachtree Library Renovation. Renovations to
include, but not necessarily limited to, ADA accessibility upgrades to
bathrooms; enlarging data room; addition of study room; new HVAC
equipment where needed; new finishes; and new library technology
including selfcheck devices, wifi, network; public computers. D/B shall
work closely with the County’s Program Wide Consultants (under
contract to County) for Technology, FF&E and Wayfinding design. In
order to obtain complete information about this solicitation, please click
the link below where this document and supporting documents can be
downloaded, https://www.bidnetdirect.com/georgia/fultoncounty.
Fee: N/A Term of Contract: 548 Calendar Days
A Pre-Proposal Conference, will be held via zoom on Thursday, May 19,
2022 at 10:00 a.m., will be conducted at the following link to provide
proponents with information regarding the
project and to address any questions.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/91875730681
Meeting ID: 918 7573 0681
One tap mobile
+16465588656,,91875730681# US (New York)
+13017158592,,91875730681# US (Washington DC)
Dial by your location
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
Meeting ID: 918 7573 0681
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/ab55MWiPkj
Join by SIP
91875730681@zoomcrc.com
Join by H.323
162.255.37.11 (US West)
162.255.36.11 (US East)
115.114.131.7 (India Mumbai)
115.114.115.7 (India Hyderabad)
213.19.144.110 (Amsterdam Netherlands)
213.244.140.110 (Germany)
103.122.166.55 (Australia Sydney)
103.122.167.55 (Australia Melbourne)
149.137.40.110 (Singapore)
64.211.144.160 (Brazil)
149.137.68.253 (Mexico)
69.174.57.160 (Canada Toronto)
65.39.152.160 (Canada Vancouver)
207.226.132.110 (Japan Tokyo)
149.137.24.110 (Japan Osaka)
Meeting ID: 918 7573 0681
If you have any questions regarding this project please contact
Craig R. Bogan, Assistant Purchasing Agent, at Email: craig.bogan@
fultoncountyga.gov.
Fulton County reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals
and to waive technicalities.
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